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You'll  Have  Fun  With  Us! 


Collecting  coins  is  a  satisfying  and  rewarding  hobby.  And,  it  can  be  even  more  fun  when  you  do 
business  with  us.  We  enjoy  the  coin  hobby  and  we  especially  enjoy  all  the  collectors  we  meet,  by 
phone,  by  mail  and  at  shows.  Each  member  of  our  staff  takes  a  personal  interest  in 
helping  our  clients  complete  their  collection  and,  most  importantly,  have  a  good 
time  doing  it.  We’re  sure  that  once  you  buy  coins  from  us,  you’ll  stay  with  us 
for  life! 

Are  you  a  member  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  family  of  coin  buyers?  If 
not,  you’re  missing  out  on  some  great  fun,  super  values,  and  a  rewarding 
collecting  experience.  Jump  on  the  bandwagon  and  call  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  today.  We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  you  to  join  our  “coin 
club,”  and  look  forward  to  serving  all  your  numismatic  needs.  If  you  call  us 
now  at  1-800-222-5993,  here  are  just  a  few  of  the  things  we  can  do  for  you. 

♦  Enroll  you  in  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program:  Whether  you  are  an 
experienced  numismatist  or  a  novice  collector,  this  program  is  for  you.  Take 
advantage  of  our  expertise  and  complete  you  collection  with  easy  monthly  pay¬ 
ments.  And,  we’ll  give  you  a  free  “Welcome  Aboard”  gift!  (See  page  8  for  details) 

♦  Begin  searching  for  your  hard-to-find  Want  List  items:  Our  “connections”  and  sources  are  among 
the  best  in  the  business.  If  it’s  out  there,  we’ll  find  it  for  you!  (See  page  68) 

♦  Send  you  a  beautiful  package  of  superb  quality  coins — coins  you’ll  be  proud  to  own — at  prices 
that  will  make  you  smile!  All  purchases  come  with  our  100%  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction! 

♦  Finance  your  coin  purchase:  Save  your  Visa,  MasterCard,  and  American  Express  cards  for  other 
purchases.  We  can  help  you  purchase  the  coins  you  want  right  now  on  our  Layaway  Program  or  on 
our  Collector’s  Account.  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Beth  Piper  for  details. 

♦  Enroll  you  in  our  Bowers  and  Merena  Book  Club  or  send  you  a  selection  of  books  at  our  special 
discount  prices.  Knowledge  is  the  key  to  profit,  and  books  are  the  most  enjoyable  and  economical 
way  to  get  that  knowledge.  Expert  numismatists  say  “Buy  the  book  before  the  coin.”  We  have  books 
to  cover  every  collecting  specialty!  Take  that  advice  and  turn  to  page  58  for  our  complete  listing. 

Now  is  the  perfect  time  to  call  us  and  get  acquainted  with  all  we  have  to  offer.  Let  us  show  you 
how  fun  coin  collecting  can  be! 

Sincerely, 


Dfe  Desk 

Dear  Friend, 

In  a  recent  interview  with  Advertising  Age  magazine,  Lester  Wunderman,  who 
originated  the  Columbia  House  direct  mail  record  club,  noted  this:  “I  think  consumers 
would  rather  shop  at  home.  Home  shopping  is  the  ultimate  form  of  shopping.” 

I  like  to  think  that  via  this  and  our  other  catalogues,  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries’  vast  and  exciting  inventory  is,  in  essence,  in  your 
living  room.  By  looking  over  this  Rare  Coin  Review  and  pushing  a 
few  buttons  on  your  telephone,  or  sending  us  a  letter,  you  can 
take  first  pick  of  some  of  the  best  values  in  the  rare  coin  market. 

A  few  years  from  now  I  believe  that  coin  collectors  will 
look  back  upon  the  1993-1994  era  as  a  time  with  many  superb 
buys.  You  can  get  more  for  your  money  now  than  ever  before. 

There  are  many  great  values  for  you  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review. 

This  philosophy  came  to  mind  today  when  I  looked 
over  a  catalogue  of  movie  posters  that  arrived  in  the  mail  from 
Sotheby’s.  I  have  collected  these  for  over  30  years,  and  have  special¬ 
ized  in  American  films  of  the  pre-1915  era.  Time  was  when  such  posters 
cost  $5  each  (which  is  what  I  paid  Sam  Moss  for  a  bunch  of  them  at  his  shop 
on  Pine  Street  in  Philadelphia  in  1957,  my  entry  into  the  poster  field).  Anyway,  over  a 
period  of  time  the  prices  of  such  posters  has  inched  up  to  the  point  at  which  a  few  years 
ago  I  was  paying  $300  to  $400  for  typical  examples.  Now  comes  the  Sotheby’s  catalogue 
which  has  estimates  in  some  instances  of  several  thousand  dollars  for  early  one-sheet 
posters.  I  have  stopped  buying.  However,  if  prices  in  the  current  movie  poster  market 
(which  Forbes  magazine  recently  described  as  a  craze)  drop,  and  posters  become  worth, 
say,  $500, 1  will  become  an  enthusiastic  buyer  once  again. 

In  the  coin  market  there  are  indeed  buys  just  like  this  hypothetical  $500  poster — 
and  right  now!  Many  coins,  particularly  those  in  medium  and  high  Mint  $tate  and  Proof 
levels,  are  selling  for  much  less  than  what  they  brought  several  years  ago.  Talk  about 

value! 

The  two  most  popular  services  we  offer  are  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  and  our  Want  List  Program,  nicely 
fulfilled  by  Gail  Watson  and  Beth  Piper.  Whether  you  are  an  old- 
time  numismatist  who  has  been  collecting  for  years,  or  whether 
your  collection  has  just  begun,  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is 
the  ideal  way  to  buy.  You  tell  us  what  you  want — what  series  you 
would  like  to  collect,  and  in  what  grades — and  we  do  the  rest! 
There  are  no  extra  charges  to  pay.  Each  month  or  other  interval 
of  your  choice,  a  shipment  of  commemoratives,  silver  dollars, 
type  coins,  or  other  pieces  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox. 

Our  Want  List  Program  is  similar,  except  rather  than  our  sending  you  a  package 
each  month,  we  keep  track  of  specific  coins  and  send  you  only  the  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
grades  you  still  need.  When  we  find  one,  we  send  it  to  you  on  approval  (or  will  call  or 
write  with  a  quotation  first,  if  you  prefer).  Once  again,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  really  love  coins,  and  we  consider  our 
customers  to  be  the  finest  people  in  the  world  to  deal  with.  Pick  out  the  pieces  you  like  in 
this  catalogue,  and  we’ll  do  the  rest.  Happy  collecting! 

Sincerely, 
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Subscribe  Today! 

A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  plus  all  Special  Coin  Letters  for  that 
year,  PLUS  a  year  of  Kingswood  mail  bid  sale 
catalogues,  PLUS  all  auction  catalogues  pro¬ 
duced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.,  during  that  period  (with  prices  realized). 
A  value  of  over  $200  if  ordered  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $79.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail) .  $135.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail)  $185.00 


For  Instant  Service  Call 

(Orders  only,  please) 

1-800- 
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(General  inquiries) 
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Striking  Limited 
to  250  Pieces 

The  latest  in  a  series  of  lim¬ 
ited-edition  silver  medals 
has  been  released  by  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.,  to  celebrate  the  firm's 
40th  anniversary.  This  new 
release  celebrates  a  tradi¬ 
tion  that  began 
when  Q.  David 
Bowers  en¬ 
tered  the 
rare  coin 
business 
in  1953. 

The  ob¬ 
verse  fea¬ 
tures  the  alle¬ 
gorical  goddess 
"America,”  cre¬ 
ated  in  high  relief 
noted  sculptor  and  former 
Mint  chief  engraver  Frank 
Gasparro  in  1990,  while  the 
reverse  illustrates  the  firm’s 
logotype,  the  griffin — the  an¬ 
cient  guardian  of  treasure. 

A  maximum  of  250  med¬ 
als  will  be  struck,  noted  Ray¬ 
mond  N.  Merena,  the  firm’s 
president.  "Each  will  have  a 
gem  Proof  finish,  will  be 
struck  in  one  ounce  of  .999 
silver,  and  will  be  slightly 
Iargerand  heavierthan  a  sil¬ 
ver  dollar.”  Each  will  be  a 
magnificent  collectors’  item. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  has  been  issuing  silver 
medals  at  the  rate  of  one  or 


Bowers 

and 


a 


40th 

Anniversary 

Medals 


more  each  year  since  1983, 
the  longest  continuous  an¬ 
nual  production  of  private 
medals  by  any  professional 
firm  in  numismatic  history. 

This  beautiful  medal  may 
be  ordered  for  $29.95  each 
plus  $2  postage  and  han¬ 
dling,  limit  5  medals  per  or¬ 
der,  subject  to  a  maximum 
production  of  250  pieces. 
Any  orders  received  above 
the  250  level  will  be 
returned.  For$275 
plus$5  postage, 
a  selection  of 
10  of  the  firm’s 
past  medals 
produced 
from  1983 
through  1992 
may  be  or¬ 
dered.  All  med- 
alscomewith  a  30- 
day  money-backguar- 
antee  of  satisfaction. 

Credit  Card  Orders  Please  Call 

1-800-222-5993 


r 
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Yes!  Please  send  me  the  following 
Anniversary  Medal(s): 

□  1993  Medals  □  1983-93  Set 
@$31.95  @$280.00 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE  ZIP 

Q  Check  Q  MasterCard  _l  Visa  CJAmex 


CARD  # 


EXP.  DATE 


Bowers  &  Merena 
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Galleries  Inc. 

Medal  Department 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
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Colonial  &  Copper 


Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

The  following  listing  is  rich  in  variety  and  includes 
specimens  of  interest  to  beginning  as  well  as  ad¬ 
vanced  enthusiasts  in  the  series.  There  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  colonial  and  related  early 
American  coins  lately,  and  justifiably  so,  for  the 
series  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  in  numismatics. 


1652  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-5.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  Oak 
Tree  Shilling.  VF-35.  Attractive  light  gray 
surfaces.  Full  planchet.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 3895.00 

The  Oak  Tree  shilling,  although  dated  1652  (as  are  nearly  all 
Massachusetts  silver  coins,  the  exception  being  the  1662  Oak 
Tree  twopence),  is  believed  to  have  been  struck  circa  1660- 
1667.  The  tree,  seemingly  of  no  particular  deciduous  species, 
has  been  called  an  oak  by  numismatists. 

1722  Rosa  Americana  halfpenny.  EF-40.  D:G:  REX:, 
UTILE  DULCI.  inscription.  Light  brown.  Very 
attractive  surfaces  and  overall  aspect,  much 
finer  than  usually  seen . 650.00 

From  William  Wood’s  patent  coinage  intended  for  America. 
It  is  probable  that  most  actually  circulated  in  the  British  isles, 
however. 

1722  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  VG-8  Porous.  A 

cheapie  for  only . 49.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  EF-40.  An  attrac¬ 

tive  example  of  this  large  and  impressive  de¬ 
nomination . 550.00 

1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  G-VG.  ...  149.00 

1760  Zelinka  2-A.  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  AU-50 
Glossy  brown  surfaces,  possibly  retoned,  but 
certainly  beautiful.  Satisfaction  guaranteed,  as 
always.  Not  often  encountered  in  such  high 
grade . 395.00 

This  issue,  believed  to  have  been  struck  in  Ireland,  has  been 
“adopted”  by  many  collectors  of  American  colonial  coins.  “Voce 
Populi”  translates  to  “voice  of  the  people.” 

1760  Z-6.  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  EF-40.  .410.00 

1760  Z2-A.  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  F-12.  .  125.00 

1767  French  Colonies  sou.  No  Counterstamp. 
VF-20.  Scarcer  than  the  style  with  counter¬ 
stamp . 195.00 

1767  French  Colonies  sou.  Counterstamp  RF.  VF- 
25 . 120.00 


RF  =  Republique  Franchise. 


1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-63  RB . 750.00 

Struck  in  England,  these  coins  arrived  in  Virginia  in  1 775,  too 
late  in  the  order  of  pre-Revolutionary  events  for  the  pieces  to 
circulate  effectively. 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-63  BN.  Brown,  with 
some  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 595.00 

Time  was  when  small  groups  of  Mint  State  1773  Virginia 
halfpennies  would  be  seen  on  the  market  occasionally;  un¬ 
doubtedly,  remnants  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  (of  Balti¬ 
more)  hoard.  Today,  such  coins  are  seen  one  at  a  time,  when 
you  can  find  them. 

1 773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-60  Red.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen . 545.00 

1785  Crosby  3-B.  Nova  Constellatio.  Pointed  Rays. 

VF-35.  Correct  CONSTELLATIO  spelling.  Glossy 
brown . 395.00 

Walter  H.  Breen  has  suggested  that  these  be  called  Constellatio 
Nova  pieces,  instead  of  the  traditional  Nova  Constellatio. 

1 787  Ryder- 14.  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right. 
VF-20/F-15 . 245.00 

Probably  struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  near  Newburgh,  N.Y.  The 
Vermont  coppers  believed  to  be  indigenous  to  the  Green 
Mountain  State  are  Ryder  nos.  2-4  and  6-11. 

1786  Miller  5. 4-G.  Connecticut  copper.  VF-25.  Struck 
slightly  off  center — and  interesting  as  such.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  planchet,  excellent  quality.  375.00 

1786  M5. 4-0.1.  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  VF-25.  Attribution  number 
painted  in  left  obverse  field,  as  often  done  by 
collectors  decades  ago . 295.00 

In  the  era  when  coins  were  kept  on  felt  discs  in  round  holes 
in  drawers  in  wooden  cabinets,  painting  the  attribution  num¬ 
ber  was  an  easy  way  to  keep  track  of  the  variety  of  a  coin,  should 
it  be  mixed  with  others  during  the  course  of  appreciation  or 
study.  Sometimes,  a  round  paper  disc  with  information  on  it 
would  be  kept  in  the  coin’s  space  in  the  drawer.  After  the  early 
1 920s,  paper  envelopes  became  very  popular,  and  information 
was  written  on  those. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut  copper.  EF-45.  ...495.00 
1787  M8-0.  Connecticut  copper.  VF-30.  ..295.00 
1787  M29.1-p.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-6.  VG-8.  An  important  Rarity-6 

copper . 140.00 

1787  M30-hh.l.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  Rarity-2.  VF-30.  Ex  Norweb:2526 345.00 
1787M31.1-gg.l.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-3.  F-15 . 115.00 

1787M31.1-ggl.  Connecticut  copper.  DrapedBust 

Left.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  ET  LIR  reverse . 95.00 

1787  M32.1-X.3.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-6.  F-12 . 195.00 

1787  M32.2-X.  1 .  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  EF-40 . 365.00 

1787  M32.2-X.  1 .  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 95.00 

1787  M32.2-X.1.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  VG- 10 . 45.00 

1787  M32.3-X.4.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 85.00 


1787  M32.3-X.4.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  VG-8 . 49.00 

1787  M33.6-KK.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  G-4.  Low  Rarity-4 . 69.00 

1787  M33.7-r.2.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-1.  F-12 . 135.00 

1787  M33.15-r.l.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 
Left..  Rarity-2.  VF-30.  Ex  Norweb:2552.315.00 
1787  M33 . 1 7-r.  1 .  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-3.  VG-10 . 45.00 

1787  M33. 1 9-Z.  1 .  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 159.00 

1 787  M33.34-Z.3.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-6 +.  F-12 . 195.00 

1787  M37. 1  -cc.  1 .  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  Rarity-4.  VG-8 . 99.00 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 235.00 

1788  M14.2-A.2.  Connecticut  copper.  Rarity-6. 
VG-8.  The  obverse  grades  Fine,  while  the  re¬ 
verse  is  Good  to  VG.  Rare,  as  noted.  ...  145.00 

1788  M16.3-N.  Connecticut  copper.  Rarity-2.  VF- 
35 . 385.00 

1786  Maris  15-L.  New  Jersey  copper.  Narrow  Shield. 

VF-30.  Medium  brown  planchet  of  excellent 
quality . 395.00 

1787  M46-e.  New  Jersey  copper.  VF-20.  Medium 

brown  with  some  irregularity.  Clash  marks  on 
obverse  die  of  reverse  shield . 275.00 

1787  M46-e.  New  Jersey  copper.  VG-8 . 49.00 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey  copper.  VG-8/VF-20.  149.00 
1787  M56-n.  New  Jersey  copper.  Camel  Head. 
Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  VG-10. 
Parts  of  the  Connecticut  inscription  can  still 
be  seen . 210.00 

Among  the  most  interesting  of  state  coins  are  those  struck 
over  coins  of  other  states.  Maris  56-n  nearly  always  exists 
overstruck.  Apparently,  a  New  Jersey  copper  was  worth  more 
in  circulation  than  a  Connecticut  copper  at  the  time. 

1787  M63-s.  New  Jersey  copper.  F-15 . 185.00 

1787  M64-t.  New  Jersey  copper.  VF-20.  Large 

planchet,  and  impressive  and  handsome  as 
such.  Not  completely  struck  up  at  the  center, 
and  there  showing  some  characteristics  of  the 
original  planchet’s  surface . 295.00 

1788  Ryder  7-M.  Massachusetts  cent.  Rarity-4.  F- 

12 . 125.00 

Massachusetts  half  cents  and  cents  of  1787-88  were  the  first 
coins  in  the  United  States  series  to  use  the  word  CENT. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1-800-222-5993 
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Magnificent  c.  1785  Bar  Copper 


ND  Bar  Copper.  MS-60.  A  superb  coin 
with  rich,  lustrous  brown  surfaces,  a  quality 
rarely  seen.  A  prize  item  for  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist . 4250.00 

Issued  circa  1785,  utilizing  a  design  said  to  have  been  copied 
from  a  Continental  Army  uniform  button.  USA  monogram  on 
obverse,  13  parallel  bars  on  reverse. 


Circa  1792  Kentucky.  Plain  Edge.  AU-50.  Lustrous 
light  brown  planchet . 325.00 

Minted  in  England  as  part  of  the  conder  token  series.  Initials 
for  15  states  are  shown,  with  K  for  Kentucky  at  the  top,  hence 
the  name  given  to  the  variety. 

1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee.  VF-30 . 185.00 

1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee,  muling.  B-1049.  J. 

Howard  reverse.  VF-30 . 110.00 

One  of  the  several  varieties  of  nonsensical  mulings  made  by 
combining  a  T.A.&L.  obverse  die  with  a  reverse  die  intended  for 
use  elsewhere;  produced  as  a  delicacy  for  numismatists  during 
the  conder  token  collecting  craze  of  the  1790s. 

1783  Washington.  Small  Military  Bust.  F-12.  140.00 

1783  Washington.  UNITY  STATES.  VF-35.269.00 

Struck  early  in  the  19th  century.  The  reverse  inscription  is  an 
evasion  of  the  original  in  order  to  circumvent  counterfeiting 
laws. 

1783  Washington.  UNITY  STATES.  VF-30. 140.00 

1793  Washington.  Ship  halfpenny.  VF-30.  Edge: 
PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Die  bulge  at  right  rim  of  reverse  as 
always  seen . 195.00 

1795  Washington  Grate  copper.  VF-30.  Small  But¬ 
tons  on  coat;  diagonally  reeded  edge.  Very 
scarce  variety,  at  least  a  dozen  times  more 
elusive  than  the  Large  Buttons  style.  ...345.00 

Called  the  Grate  copper  or  cent  from  the  fireplace  grate  motif 
on  the  reverse. 

1795  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny. 
VF-35.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON  LIVERPOOL  OR 
BRISTOL  edge  (as  usually  seen) . 275.00 

1 795  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  halfpenny. 
VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN  LONDON  LIVERPOOL  OR 
BRISTOL  edge . 275.00 

1783  Washington.  UNITY  STATES.  EF-40. 295.00 


Now,  A  Brief  Interruption, 
To  Say  “Thanks”  to  (tail 

The  following  letter  is  from  T.  W. : 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson), 

“I  am  presently  in  the  process  of  relocating 
to  Wisconsin.  I  have  made  a  nice  job  change. 
There  will  be  a  brief  interruption  in  my  mail,  so 
|  please  hold  up  sending  any  more  coins  as  part 
1  of  my  Commemorative  Coin  Club.  I  will  write  to 
you  as  soon  as  I  am  settled  and  have  my  new 
address. 

“In  the  meantime,  thank  you  for  the  won¬ 
derful  coins  and  the  great  service  you  have 
given  me.  I  look  forward  to  talking  with  you  as 
soon  as  my  telephone  is  installed.” 


1791  Washington.  Large  Eagle.  MS-64  PL. 

Glossy  prooflike  brown  surfaces  with  a  hint  of 
iridescence . 2195.00 

Produced  in  England,  this  and  the  related  Small  Eagle  issues 
are  among  the  most  finely  engraved  Washington  pieces  of  the 
era. 

1791  Washington.  Small  Eagle.  MS-63.  Rich 
chestnut  brown  surfaces  are  prooflike  in  char¬ 
acter.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  popular 
issue . 1895.00 


1787  N-12-X.  Fugio.  MS-63 . 1795.00 

Probably  from  the  famous  Bank  of  New  York  hoard. 


Half  Cents 

This  listing  includes  many  interesting  half  cents 
for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  coin 
collector. 


Exceptional  EF-40  1794  Half  Cent 

1794  Breen-9,  Cohen-9.  Rarity-2.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  Glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces. 
Well  struck  and  excellently  defined  in  all  areas. 
Half  cents  of  this  date  are  very  difficult  to  find 
at  this  grade  level.  In  fact,  we  probably  have 
handled  a  dozen  equivalent  grade  1795  half 
cents  for  every  1794 . 3950.00 

The  Liberty  head  on  the  1794  half  cent  is  significantly  larger 
and  is  proportioned  diffferently  than  that  on  half  cents  dated 
1 795- 1 797;  as  such,  some  specialists  consider  the  1 794  to  be  a 
different  design  type. 


1800  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 410.00 

First  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design  (an  obverse  motif 
created  by  noted  portrait  artist  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  first  used  on 
the  1795  silver  dollar). 

1802  B-2,  C-2.  Reverse  of  1802.  F-12.  Better 
than  usual  strike,  especially  on  the  reverse.  This 
is  the  key  date  of  its  era . 1495.00 

It  is  believed  that  all  specimens  of  the  1802  half  cent  were 
struck  on  planchets  made  from  misstruck  large  cents. 

1804  B-l,  C-l.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  VF-20. 

Sharpness  of  EF . 195.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin  variety.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 1150.00 

The  chin  protuberance  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an 
engraver’s  chisel.  In  addition,  all  specimens  have  a  fingerprint¬ 
like  pattern  in  the  right  obverse  field,  believed  to  have  been 
caused  by  a  threaded  bolt  inadvertently  being  compressed 
against  the  die. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very 


lustrous  brown  surfaces . 895.00 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-45 . 435.00 


1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  EF-45. 435.00 
1804  B-8,  C-9.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  G-5. 55.00 


TO  ORDER 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

800-222-5993 


1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5,  Stemless.  AU-58. 

Lustrous  brown  fields.  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 


men  of  this  issue . 1 195.00 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  Small  5,  Stemless.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  brown . 1095.00 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  Stemless.  AU-55 

(PCGS) . 499.00 


1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-62  RB 

(PCGS).  Lustrous,  rich  brown  surfaces  with 
ample  areas  of  original  mint  red.  A  very  beau¬ 
tiful  example;  an  ideal  coin  for  a  type  set  or 
variety  collection . 1950.00 

Quite  possibly  from  a  hoard  dispersed  circa  1906  by  the 
Chapman  brothers  of  Philadelphia. 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-61  BN 

(PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  grade; 
lustrous  and  attractive  in  every  way.  1275.00 
1808/7  B-2,  C-2.  Overdate.  F-12.  This  coin  exhibits 
xcellent  definition  of  detail,  including  the 

overdate . 525.00 

1809  B-2,  C-l.  Rarity-6.  A  major  opportunity 

for  the  specialist . 1350.00 

1809  B-4,  C-3.  EF-45 . 195.00 

First  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design  by  John  Reich. 

1825  B-l,  C-l.  VF-25 . 125.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 215.00 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 95.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-58  (PCGS).  ...235.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-58 . 235.00 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 149.00 

1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars.  VF-35 . 140.00 

One  of  the  most  interesting  die  varieties  of  the  era;  the 
anomalous  star  count  is  unexplained. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 235.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 595.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  State  4.  EF-45 . 69.00 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 69.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 185.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 145.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 365.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60 . 185.00 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 59.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-58 . 185.00 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45 . 85.00 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS). 

This  is  the  only  readily  collectible  (i.e.,  non- 
Proof)  half  cent  of  the  1840s.  Very  rare  in  Mint 
State,  however . 2150.00 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  VF-30 . 79.00 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  VF-20 . 79.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  RB  (NGC) . 219.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 145.00 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Well  struck 

and  very  lustrous,  with  rich  tan  surfaces  and 
frosty  red  highlights.  An  ideal  selection  for  a 
high-grade  collection . 1950.00 

Interestingly,  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  an 
1853  half  cent  with  full  original  red ;  why  this  is  so  is  a  mystery. 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely 

lustrous  brown  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  in 
this  high  grade . 1950.00 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Light  brown 
surfaces.  Only  one  in  stock,  for  just  ....375.00 

An  interesting  “collection  within  a  collection"  can  be  formed 
by  assembling  one  each  of  the  business  strike  dates  in  the 
Braided  Hair  series,  1849- 1857.  Today,  the  prices  of  Mint  State 


coins  are  very  reasonable. 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 145.00 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 550.00 


It  has  been  our  experience  that  the  1856  is  several  orders 
rarer  than  1855  in  like  grade;  however,  the  current  price  does 
not  reflect  this. 
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1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 625.00 

It  is  likely  that  many  if  not  most  of  the  1857  half  cents  were 
melted  at  the  Mint.  Thus,  the  coins  are  even  rarer  than  the  low 
mintage  indicates. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 495.00 

Lar#e  Cents 

Our  listing  of  large  cents  begins  with  the  1794 
Liberty  Cap  and  ends  with  the  last  date  in  the  series, 
the  1857.  Whether  you  are  collecting  by  types,  by 
dates,  or  by  varieties,  there  are  many  pieces  of 
commanding  interest.  Your  satisfaction  is  com¬ 
pletely  guaranteed,  as  always. 

1794  Sheldon-22.  VG-10 . 375.00 


1794  S-57.  VF-35.  Dr.  Edward  Maris  styled  this 
as  the  Pyramidal  Head  in  his  essay  on  cents  of 
this  year . 2150.00 


1796  S-112.  Draped  Bust.  VF-20.  Beautiful 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men;  certainly  one  of  the  finest  at  this  grade 
level . 2950.00 

Superb  1797  S-140  Cent 


1797  S-140.  EF-45.  Sharply  struck,  and  with  a 
lustrous,  glossy  medium  brown  surface.  Excel¬ 
lent  definition  of  hair  strands  and  other  details 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  except  for  a  few 
areas  of  weakness  resulting  from  the  poor  con¬ 
dition  of  the  coinage  dies.  The  obverse  displays 
two  prominent  bulges,  one  from  the  date  across 
the  bust  into  the  right  field.  The  other  in  the  left 
field  behind  the  hair  curls.  Additionally,  the 
obverse  displays  several  extensive  die  cracks. 
Another  bulge,  on  the  reverse  directly  opposite 
the  right  side  obverse  bulge,  creates  extensive 
striking  weakness  on  the  bust  and  obliterates 
the  word  OF.  Tied  for  ninth  finest  known  with 
two  nicer  pieces  in  the  ANS  collection  (perma¬ 
nently,  we  assume) . 3695.00 


1798  S-171.  Late  Die  State.  F-15.  Actually  VF-20 
with  a  few  minor  rim  marks.  Pleasing.  475.00 
1805  S-267.  EF-45.  Blunt-top  1  in  date.  1095.00 
1805  S-269.  VF-25.  Pointed-top  1  in  date;  notably 


scarcer  than  the  Blunt  1  style . 425.00 

1806  S-270.  VF-25 . 525.00 


Only  variety  of  the  year.  Considered  to  be  one  of  the  scarcer 
large  cent  dates  of  the  19th  century. 

1808  S-277.  VF-30.  So-called  12  Stars  variety;  die 
sinking  on  the  reverse  and  the  attendant  metal 
flow  into  that  area  caused  the  first  obverse  star 

on  the  left  to  be  very  weak . 975.00 

1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  VF-35.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces . 1450.00 

1817  Newcomb-2.  13  Stars.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  At¬ 
tractive  deep  mahogany  surfaces  without  sig¬ 
nificant  contact  marks.  Choice  for  the  grade, 

and  guaranteed  to  please! . 465.00 

1817  N-ll.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  perennial  favorite  due  to 
the  unexplained  presence  of  two  superfluous 
stars . 1595.00 

All  known  specimens  are  struck  with  the  obverse  and  reverse 
die  faces  slightly  out  of  parallel  with  each  other,  giving  the  coin 
a  “deep”  strike  in  one  area. 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40.  A  glossy,  chestnut 


brown  specimen  of  this  classic . 550.00 

1818  N-10.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1819  N-3.  EF-40 . 435.00 

1819  N-10.  VF-30 . 235.00 


1820/19  N-3.  Overdate.  AU-50  (PCGS).  ..695.00 

No  subtlety  with  this  overdate;  the  1  (especially)  and  9  are 
readily  visible  under  the  final  two  digits  of  the  1820  date. 


1820  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  variety  and  grade,  ideal  for  either  a 
specialized  collection  or  a  type  set.  Probably  a 
Randall  Hoard  cent  (so  called  from  John  Swan 
Randall,  Norwich,  N.Y.  dry-goods  merchant 
and  sometime  numismatist  who  once  owned 
most  of  the  group) . 2150.00 

1822  N-3.  EF-40.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this  grade 
today,  in  view  of  the  widespread  demand  for 
“middle  date”  cents . 375.00 

1825  N-10.  VF-25 . 235.00 

1826  N-5.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces  of  almost  three-dimensional  effect.  If 
we  were  on  the  staff  of  PCGS  we  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  called  this  AU-58,  with  some  argu¬ 


ments  for  MS-60 . 895.00 

1826  N-9.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  beautiful  coin! . 895.00 


1827  N-l.  EF-40.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  .475.00 
1827  N-2.  EF-45.  Believed  to  be  the  7th  finest 
known,  although  no  one  can  see  and  know  all 
things.  A  rich  chocolate  brown  specimen  of  this 
popular  and  desirable  issue,  with  a  few  faint 
scattered  obverse  marks  mentioned  for  accu¬ 
racy.  As  always,  your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 


teed . 1095.00 

1827  N-5.  AU-50  BN  (NGC) . 595.00 


1827  N-ll.  Wide  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous 


light  brown  surfaces . 995.00 

1831  N-2.  Small  Letters.  VF-30 . 195.00 

1834  N-2.  VF-30 . 49.00 

1835  N-5.  AU-50 . 275.00 

1835  N-6.  VF-20 . 59.00 

1835  N-ll.  Rarity-5.  G-5 . 295.00 

1835  N-12.  VF-25.  A  Condition  Census  specimen  of 

this  rare  die  variety . 725.00 

1835  N-15.  EF-40 . 175.00 

1836  N-3.  AU-55 . 325.00 


1839/6  N-l.  Overdate.  F-15  (NGC).  Beautiful, 
medium  brown.  Rare  in  all  grades.  ...  1550.00 

Although  it  is  dated  1839,  this  coin  has  the  Plain  Hair  Cord 
style  to  Miss  Liberty’s  hair,  as  used  before  mid- 1837.  This  is 
explained  by  the  use  of  an  1836-dated  die  to  create  the 
overdate. 

1839  N-6.  Booby  Head.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS)  .  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  varieties  in  the  series . 1850.00 

The  origin  of  the  Booby  Head  and  Silly  Head  nomenclature 
is  unknown  to  the  writer,  but  these  terms  were  in  use  in  the 
1850s  and  were  used  by  M.W.  Dickeson  and  others.  When  were 
they  first  in  print?  If  a  reader  knows  the  answer,  send  it  in  and 
we  will  do  a  follow-up  on  the  inquiry. 


Magnificent  Gem  1839  Cent 
Head  of  ’40,  N-8 


1839  N-8.  Head  of  1840.  MS-66  RB 

(NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  nearly  full  fiery 
original  mint  red.  Certainly  one  of  the  very 
finest  known  to  exist,  not  only  technically,  but 
also  aesthetically . 5950.00 


1839  N-8.  Head  of  1840.  AU-50 . 425.00 

Among  later  date  cents,  in  our  opinion  1839  is  the  most 
interesting  single  date,  having  as  it  does  several  different  major 
varieties. 

1840  N-2.  AU-55.  Traces  of  mint  red . 495.00 

1840  N-5.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1840  N-5.  VF-30 . 85.00 

1840  N-6.  EF-40 . 110.00 

1841  N-2.  VF-35 . 59.00 

1841  N-7.  VF-25 . 75.00 

1842  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-60/63.  Lustrous  with 

light  brown  fields . 595.00 

1843  N-8.  Type  Of  1842.  VF-35 . 120.00 

1844  N- 1 .  MS-60.  Lustrous  woodgrain  surface  high¬ 

lights.  Remnants  of  erroneous  18  in  field  can  be 
seen  to  the  left  of  18  in  date . 450.00 

1844  N-l.  AU-50 . 195.00 

1844  N-l.  VF-30 . 79.00 
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Busy  Times  at 
the  Mint 

The  New  Small  Cents 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


B 


y  the  mid- 1850s  the  old  copper  cents, 
called  large  cents  by  numismatists  today, 
were  becoming  a  nuisance.  Their  large 
size  and  heavy  weight  made  them  incon¬ 
venient.  In  1854  and  1855  the  Mint  produced 
many  pattern  coins  of  smaller  diameter  and  lighter 
weight,  a  series  of  experiments  that 
culminated  in  the  issuance  of  pattern 
Flying  Eagle  cents  made  of  copper- 
nickel.  In  1856  these  patterns  were 
produced  to  the  extent  of  about  700 
pieces,  and  given  to  Congressmen, 
newspaper  editors,  and  others  of  in¬ 
fluence  to  acquaint  them  with  the  new 
design. 

In  the  meantime,  the  coinage  of 
large  cents  continued,  and  in  the  first 
couple  of  months  of  1857  some 
333,456  were  struck.  The  Act  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  21,  1857,  abolished  the  old, 
large  cents  and  provided  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  new  Flying  Eagle  de¬ 
sign.  Apparently,  many  of  the  already- 
struck  1857  large  cents  went  to  the 
melting  pot.  Soon  thereafter,  the  Mint 
took  steps  to  redeem  outstanding  large 
cents  from  circulation,  and  also  to 
take  in  worn  Spanish-American  silver  coins' 

The  following  items  are  reprinted  articles  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  small  cents,  together  with  brief 
introductory  comments. 

A  fascinating  account  of  what  happened  was 
printed  in  The  Bankers’  Magazine  and  Statistical 
Register,  August  1857,  and  was  extracted  from  an 
article  in  The  Philadelphia  Bulletin.  The  time  was 
May  25,  1857,  and  the  place  was  Philadelphia: 

Every  man  and  boy  in  the  crowd  had  his 
package  of  coin  with  them.  Some  had  their 
rouleaux  of  Spanish  coin  done  up  in  bits  of 
newspaper  wrapped  in  handkerchiefs,  while 
others  had  carpet  bags,  baskets  and  other 
carrying  contrivances,  filled  with  coppers — 
“very  cheap  and  filling,”  like  boarding-house 
fare. 

The  officiating  priest  in  the  temple  of  mam¬ 
mon  had  anticipated  this  grand  rush  and  crush, 
and  every  possible  preparation  was  made  in 
anticipation  of  it.  Conspicuous  among  these 
arrangements  was  the  erection  of  a  neat 


wooden  building  in  the  yard  of  the  Mint,  a 
special  accommodation  to  the  great  crowd  of 
money-changers.  This  temporary  structure  was 
furnished  with  two  open  windows,  which  faced 
the  south.  Over  one  of  these  windows  were 
inscribed  the  words  CENTS  FOR  CENTS,  and 


over  the  other  CENTS  FOR  SILVER.  Inside  the 
little  office  were  scales  and  other  apparatus 
for  weighing  and  testing  coin,  a  goodly  pile  of 
bags  containing  the  newly-struck  compound 
of  nickel  and  copper,  and  a  detachment  of 
weighers,  clerks,  etc. 

The  bags  containing  the  “nicks”  were  neat 
little  canvas  arrangements,  each  of  which  held 
500  of  the  diminutive  little  strangers,  and 
each  of  which  bore  upon  the  outside  the 
pleasant  inscription  “$5.”  Just  as  the  State 
House  bell  had  finished  striking  9  o’clock,  the 
doors  of  the  Mint  were  thrown  open,  and  in 
rushed  the  eager  crowd — paper  parcels,  well- 
filled  handkerchiefs,  carpet  bags,  baskets  and 
all.  But  those  who  thought  there  was  to  be  a 
grand  scramble,  and  that  the  boldest  pusher 
would  be  first  served,  reckoned  without  their 
host.  The  invading  throng  was  arranged  into 
lines  which  led  to  the  respective  windows; 
those  who  bore  silver  had  the  post  of  honor 
assigned  them  and  went  to  the  right,  while 


those  who  bore  nothing  but  vulgar  copper 
were  constrained  to  take  the  left. 

These  lines  soon  grew  to  be  of  unconscio¬ 
nable  length,  and  to  economize  space  they 
were  wound  around  and  around  like  the  con¬ 
vulsions  of  a  snake  of  a  whimsical  turn  of 
mind.  The  clerks  and  the  weighers  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  meet  the  demands 
of  all  comers,  and  to  deal  out  the  little  canvas 
bags  to  all  who  were  entided  to  receive  them; 
the  crowd  grew  apace,  and  we  estimated  that 
at  one  time  there  could  not  have  been  less  than 
1,000  persons  in  the  zigzag  lines,  weighed 
down  with  small  change,  and  waiting  pa¬ 
tiently  for  their  turn. 

Those  who  were  served  rushed  into  the 
street  with  their  moneybags,  and  many  of 
them  were  immediately  surrounded  by  an 
outside  crowd,  who  were  willing  to  buy  out  in 
small  lots  and  in  advance  on  first  cost.  We  saw 
quite  a  number  of  persons  on  the  steps  of  the 
Mint  dealing  out  the  new  favorites  in  advance 
of  from  30%  to  100%,  and  some  of  the  outside 
purchasers  even  huckstered  out  the  coin  again 
in  smaller  lots  at  a  still  heavier  advance.  The 
great  majority  of  those  who  came  out  “made 
tracks”  with  their  bags  of  money,  and  not  an 
omnibus  went  eastward  past  the  Mint 
for  several  hours  it  did  not,  like  the 
California  steamers,  carrying  specie 
in  the  hands  of  the  passengers. 

Those  who  made  their  way  home¬ 
ward  afoot  attracted  the  attention  of 
passersby  by  their  display  of  specie 
bags,  and  we  doubt  much  whether, 
in  the  history  of  the  Mint,  there  was 
ever  so  great  a  rush  inside  the  build¬ 
ing,  or  so  animated  a  scene  outside 
of  it.  It  was,  in  effect,  at  once  a 
funeral  of  the  old  coppers  and  of  the 
ancient  Spanish  coins,  and  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  a  practical  working  existence 
to  the  new  cents. 

In  a  few  weeks  the  coin  will  be 
plentiful  enough  at  par,  the  Spanish 
coins  will  go  out  at  the  hands  of  the 
brokers  just  as  they  already  have 
disappeared  from  ordinary  circula¬ 
tion,  and  as  regard  for  the  old  cents  there  will 
be  ‘nary  red’  to  be  seen,  except  such  as  will  be 
found  in  the  cabinets  of  coin  collectors. 

Old  Cents  Attract  Collectors 

The  December  1858  issue  of  The  Bankers’ Maga¬ 
zine  told  more,  also  reprinted  from  the  Bulletin: 
Since  the  circulation  of  the  new  “nickels,” 
coin  collectors  have  been  eagerly  searching 
for  rare  coppers  of  the  old  kind,  for  they  will 
soon  be  very  scarce.  We  know  of  one  collector 
who  boasts  of  every  copper  known  to  be  struck 
in  America,  except  three  or  four.  Numismatics 
has  become  as  much  a  “rage”  as  opera-going, 
chess-playing,  sailing  on  the  Delaware,  row¬ 
ing  on  the  Schuylkill,  exercising  in  the  gymna¬ 
sium;  and  the  votaries  of  the  fancy  pursue  it 
with  a  zeal  and  ardor  worthy  of  the  immortal 
old  buck. 

One  collector  was  indefatigable  enough  to 
pick  out  of  nearly  100,000  coins  a  cabinet  of 
400  or  500,  which  he  considered  at  least  worth 
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$500;  but  just  after  he  had  made  his  selection, 
his  premises  were  broken  open,  and  the  rare 
and  precious  coins  were  carried  off  by  some 
rascally  burglar,  who  valued  them  at  about  the 
price  of  old  copper.” 

Those  “Cumbrous”  Large  Cents 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1860,  informed 
readers  about  the  retirement  of  large  cents: 

The  new  [copper-nickel]  cents  have  here¬ 
tofore  been  issued  in  exchange  for  the  frac¬ 
tions  of  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  dollar,  and 
for  the  old  copper  cents.  As  the  Spanish  and 
Mexican  pieces  were  received  at  their  nominal 
value,  large  amounts  of  these  coins  have  been 
brought  to  the  melting-pot,  and  thus  the  com¬ 
munity  has  been  relieved  from  an  irregular 
and  depreciated  currency.  But  it  has  required 
the  issue  of  a  large  amount  of  cents,  and 
induced  a  temporary  redundancy  of  that  coin 
in  some  of  the  eastern  cities.  They  are  gradu¬ 
ally,  however,  being  distributed  to  all  parts  of 
our  country,  including  a  portion  of  the  south¬ 
ern  states,  where  the  copper  cent  was  scarcely 
known  as  a  circulating  medium. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  25th  of 
June,  1860,  the  issues  have  been  limited  to 
exchanges  for  the  copper  cents,  except  the 
supplying  of  the  government  offices  with  the 
new  issue,  and  distant  parts  of  the  country  in 
limited  amounts.*  In  order  to  accelerate  the 
process  of  relieving  the  community  from  the 
cumbrous  and  inconvenient  copper  cents,  the 
Mint  now  pays  the  expenses  of  transportation 
on  them,  and  will  make  returns  in  the  new 
issues.  This  arrangement  will  tend  to  relieve 
the  country  from  a  burdensome  currency, 
without  increasing  the  amount  of  circulation 
of  that  denomination  of  coins. 

Of  course,  today  we  think  of  large  cents  as 
anything  but  “cumbrous  and  inconvenient”! 

Too  Many  Cents:  an  “Evil” 

By  autumn  1860  there  were  too  many  cents  in 
circulation,  not  only  the  Flying  Eagle  cents  minted 
for  circulation  in  1857  and  1858,  but  also  the  new 
Indian  Head  design  first  minted  in  1859.  An  article 
in  the  Philadelphia  Press,  reprinted  in  the  October 
1860  issue  of  The  Bankers’  Magazine  and  Statistical 
Register,  advised  the  following: 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  Spanish 
and  Mexican  fractions  of  the  dollar  will  not, 
after  today,  be  received  at  the  Mint  at  their 
nominal  value,  exchanged  for  the  new  cents. 
The  main  object  of  the  law  authorizing  these 
coins  to  be  received  at  their  nominal  value  of 
twenty-five,  twelve  and  a  half,  and  six  and  a 
quarter  cents  [Spanish  2-real,  1-real,  half  real, 
and  medio  silver  coins],  was  to  retire  them 
from  circulation,  and  thus  relieve  the  commu¬ 
nity  from  worn-out  and  depreciated  currency, 
which  materially  interfered  with  our  excellent 
decimal  system  of  coinage. 

The  object  having  in  a  great  measure  had 
been  obtained,  and  the  amount  of  cents  issued 
being  quite  large,  Mr.  [James  Ross]  Snowden, 
director  of  the  Mint,  recommended  that  a  law 
should  be  passed  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
former  law,  on  the  subject  as  required  these 


exchanges  to  be  made.  This  accordingly  has 
been  done. 

Hereafter  the  new  cents  will  only  be  paid 
out  in  exchange  for  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  copper  cent  of  the 
former  issues.  This  regulation  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  regarded  by  many  of  our  citizens  as  a 
judicious  one,  inasmuch  as  the  large  issue  of 
the  new  nickel  cents  has  rendered  them  al¬ 
most  as  much  of  a  nuisance  as  the  old  Spanish 
currency.  Many  persons  who  have  obtained 
for  the  latter,  at  its  nominal  value,  much  larger 
number  of  the  cents  than  they  could  legiti¬ 
mately  use,  have  used  them  to  pay  bills  of  one, 
two  or  three  dollars,  and  as  this  custom  has 
been  extended,  it  has  caused  considerable 
inconvenience. 

The  new  regulation,  by  destroying  the 
cause  of  the  over-issue  of  cents,  will  no  doubt 
do  much  to  diminish  the  evil  which  has  re¬ 
sulted  from  it,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  period 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  supply  of  cents  will 
not  be  graded  on  the  demand  for  them  for  use 
in  the  small  transactions  to  which  silver  coins 
are  not  adapted.... 

More  About  the  Flood  of  Cents 

The  same  issue  of  Banker’s  Magazine  told  more 
on  the  subject: 

There  is  much  feeling  manifested  in  this 
city  at  the  persistence  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
coinage  of  cents,  the  market  is  so  flooded  with 
them.  The  answer  of  the  Mint  is,  that  there  is 
a  constant  demand,  to  meet  which  they  must 
continue  to  coin.  This  demand  comes  from 
those  who  care  nothing  for  the  inconvenience 
of  the  community,  or  who  do  not  experience 
any  of  the  evils  of  the  great  surplus  of  cents, 
and  are  therefore  inconsiderate  enough  to 
order  new  pieces  from  the  Mint  to  meet  their 
payments. 

Banks,  and  a  variety  of  other  institutions 
and  establishments  which  have  to  provide 
change,  prefer  an  elegant  new  cent  to  a  dirty 
old  one,  and  will  order  from  the  Mint  a  con¬ 
stant  supply  as  fast  as  their  stock  is  exhausted. 


Of  course,  as  they  are  not  obliged  to  receive 
them  back,  they  care  little  how  many  are 
afloat.  Thus  the  evil  goes  on  increasing  every¬ 
day.  There  are  10  million  cents  at  this  moment 
in  New  York  over  and  above  the  want  of  the 
community,  and  they  serve  no  purpose  except 
to  rob  the  poor  of  the  daily  commission  on 
their  hard  earnings.  There  is  no  way  to  get  rid 
of  them;  they  are  sold  everyday  at  a  deprecia¬ 
tion,  and  immediately  put  into  circulation  to 
be  paid  out  and  sold  over  again.  There  is  but 
one  way  to  remedy  the  evil.  Let  the  secretary 
of  the  Treasury  order  the  Mint  at  once  to  stop 
the  coinage. 

If  there  is  any  demand  for  them,  orders  can 
be  filled  here  at  this  moment,  at  a  discount  of 
one  year’s  interest.  Congress  should  then  give 
the  people  the  privilege  of  exchanging  them  at 
the  Mint  for  silver;  this  would  at  once  meet  the 
“demand”  at  the  Mint,  and  the  director  would 
take  care  that  there  were  not  too  many  coined, 
if  the  surplus  were  allowed  to  go  back  to  its 
source.... 

The  Situation  in  July  1862 

The  Bankers’  Magazine  and  Statistical  Register, 
November  1862,  reported  on  events  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  July: 

The  great  feature  of  [July  1862]  was  the 
heavy  manufacture  of  cents,  of  which 
3,600,000  were  made,  of  the  value  of  $36,000. 
There  was  a  great  rush  to  the  Mint  to  procure 
cents.  The  North  American  says: 

“At  an  early  hour,  there  were  not  less  than 
150  boys  and  men,  and  31  young  ladies  and 
girls,  awaiting  a  supply  of  pennies.  The  boys 
and  men  carried  shotbags,  cigar  boxes,  bas¬ 
kets,  and  all  sorts  of  contrivances  in  which  to 
carry  off  the  much-needed  coin.  The  girls 
principally  carried  neat  baskets.  When  the 
distribution  came  to  be  made,  the  girls  were 
first  served,  to  the  intense  chagrin  of  the  men, 
who  had  been  standing  on  a  single  foot,  alter¬ 
nately,  upon  the  sidewalk  for  two  or  three 
hours.  The  men  and  boys  were  not  attended  to 
until  the  last  girl  had  departed.” 


Massive  Coin  Book  Proposed  in  1856 


The  Bankers’  Magazine  and  Statistical  Regis¬ 
ter,  September  1856,  carried  this  interesting  item: 

Professor  [Daniel  E.]  Groux  proposed  that  he 
issue  a  work  which  will  be  entitled  A  Numismatical 
History  of  the  United  States.  The  work  will  consist 
of  three  volumes. 

The  first  volume  will  contain  a  narrative  of  a 
journey,  undertaken  by  the  author  throughout 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
principal  collections  (both  public  and  private)  of 
medals  and  coins,  and  also  paintings,  statuaries, 
relics,  etc.,  to  be  described  :n  a  book. 

The  second  volume  is  designed  to  contain  350 
woodcuts,  being  accurate  representations  of  coins; 
and  the  third  volume  is  designed  to  contain  60  or 
70  copper  plates,  representing  600  medals. 

Professor  Groux  has,  in  his  own  collection, 
representations  of  nearly  all  the  medals  and  coins 
that  have  been  struck  in  America  and  also  those 


that  have  been  struck  elsewhere  than  America. . . . 
Professor  Groux  designs  to  make  a  tour  through¬ 
out  this  country,  and  he  solicits  the  assistance  of 
professors  of  coins  and  other  objects  falling  within 
his  plan  to  give  them  their  aid  in  carrying  out  his 
enterprise.  The  work  will  be  issued  in  numbers. 
The  first  number  of  the  first  volume  will  shortly 
be  issued,  containing  a  short  description  of  the 
collections  in  Massachusetts. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  Groux  set  of  books  never 
saw  print.  Apparently,  it  went  to  the  limbo  of  good 
ideas  that  never  worked  out — what  might  have 
been  butwasn’t.  Today  he  is  remembered  chiefly  for 
a  16-page  price  list  of  books  he  offered  for  sale  on 
December  1,  1855,  shortly  before  the  proposal  for 
his  grand  book  project.  However,  in  1859,  The 
American  Numismatical  Manual,  by  Montroville 
Wilson  Dickeson,  M.D.,  was  published  and  became 
the  first  popular  work  on  American  coins. 
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Build  A  Rare 
Coin  Treasure 
The  Enjoyable 
Way! 
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OWERSAND  MERENA’S 
COLLECTION  PORTFOLIO 
PROGRAM  LETS  YOU 
BUILD  YOUR  COLLECTION 
WITH  SAFETY,  STABILITY 
AND  SECURITY. 


gram  to  be  a  very  smart,  easy,  and  enjoyable 
way  to  assemble  a  valuable  and  interesting 
collection.  By  means  of  a  convenient 
monthly  payment  (or  credit  card  charge) 
our  expert  numismatists  will  help  you  build 
a  fine  display  of  gold  coins,  commemora¬ 
tive  silver  pieces,  19th-centuiy  United  States 
issues,  or  another  specialty  of  your  choice  — 
according  to  your  wishes. 


L/ollecting  coins  should  mean  ‘money  in 
the  bank’  for  you.  That’s  why  we’re  offering  a 
guaranteed,  “no-risk”  way  to  receive  a  beau¬ 
tiful  rare  coin  in  the  mail  eveiy  month! ...  You 
receive  special  discounts  available  only  to 
members!. . .  And  buy  where  the  dealers  buy! 

If  you  are  interested  in  building  a  su¬ 
perb  collection  of  scarce  and  rare  coins,  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  may  be  just 
the  thing  you’re  looking  for!  Over  the  years, 
thousands  of  collectors  have  found  the  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program  to  be  the  best  way 
to  achieve  their  collecting  goals. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the 
longest-running  and  most  successful 
monthly  program  in  all  of  numismatics.  In 
fact,  in  addition  to  collectors,  we  have  been 
leading  suppliers  to  dealers,  museums, 
and  discriminating  buyers  who  want 
the  finest  quality  and  value. 


In  addition,  you  will  receive  confiden¬ 
tial  discount  offers  on  books,  supplies,  and 
other  items,  just  for  being  a  member. 

Free  Gifts! 

Just  for  asking  for  information  about  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program,  we  will  send 
you  TWO  FREE  GIFTS,  a  numismatic  refen 
ence  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  AND  our  next 
Rare  Coin  Review!  (Offer  limited  to  new 
inquiries;  minimum  age  for  members  is  18.) 

Call  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Gail 
Watson  or  Beth  Piper.  They  can  start  you  on 
a  program  immediately.  Or,  return  the  cou¬ 
pon  below.  Either  way,  we  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  soon.  We’re  sure  you’ll 
agree  that  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
is  a  sound  investment! 

CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-222-5993 


First  pick! 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of 
your  choice)  a  package  of  coins  will 
arrive  in  your  mailbox— coins  of  the 
quality  and  value  you  want  in  the  se¬ 
ries  you  want.  You  get  first  pick  of 
superb  quality  coins  from  our  exten¬ 
sive  inventory.  And,  each  shipment 
comes  with  a  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  We  believe  that  there’s  no 
better  deal  anywhere! 

You’ll  find  purchasing  coins 
through  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro- 


.YES! - 

I  Please  send  me  more  information  about  your  exciting  Col- 
I  lection  Portfolio  Program  —  the  easiest  way  to  collect  superb 
I  coins!  And  please  send  me,  just  for  asking,  my  two  free  gifts! 

NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE  ZIP 

DAYTIME  PHONE 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

BOX  1224  •  W0LFEB0R0,  NH  03894  •  IN  NH  (603)  569-5095 
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1844/81  N-2.  Error  date.  EF-40 . 340.00 

1844  N-5.  EF-45 . 195.00 

1844  N-6.  EF-45.  Scarce  variety . 365.00 

1845  N-2.  AU-50 . 185.00 

1846  N-l.  Small  Date.  MS-60 . 425.00 

1846  N-4.  Small  Date.  EF-45 . 140.00 

1846  N-18.  Small  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGQ.625.00 

1847  N-19.  EF-45 . 115.00 

1848  N-9.  AU-55 . 299.00 

1848  N-l 6.  MS  63  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing,  lustrous 

coin . 425.00 

1848  N-22.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1848  N-28.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 225.00 

1849  N-8.  VF-30 . 90.00 

1852  N-3.  AU-50 . 165.00 

1852  N-7.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 265.00 


In  our  opinion,  there  are  some  really  great  buys  to  be  made 
today  among  large  cents  in  Mint  State  levels  from  MS-60 
through  MS-63.  The  formation  of  a  date  and  major  variety  set 
of  Braided  Hair  cents  1839-1857  is  a  fascinating  challenge  and 
endeavor. 

1853  N-3.  AU-55 . 215.00 

1853  N-12.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1853  N-18.  EF-45 . 45.00 

1853  N-25.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  blaz¬ 
ing,  fiery,  original  mint  red!  Possible  Condition 
Census . 1195.00 

1853  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1854  N-23.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Surfaces  are  more  or 

less  evenly  divided  between  red  and  brown 
coloration.  Obverse  mostly  brown  with  a  tiny 
bit  of  red;  reverse  red  and  brown,  but  mostly 
brown . a, . 495.00 

1856  N-17.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A 

very  beautiful  example!  It  is  not  often  that  we 
have  the  chance  to  offer  an  1857  Mint  State 
cent  of  this  caliber . 1495.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Rich, 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 695.00 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  .575.00 
1857  N-2.  Small  Date.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  BN 
(NGC).  Very  rare,  one  of  the  finest  known  to 

exist.  Lustrous  medium  brown . 1395.00 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 
Scarce  variety;  as  a  class  considerably  more 
elusive  than  the  Large  Date . 1295.00 

Small  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  small  cents  of  the 
Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  types,  including 
numerous  scarce  and  rare  dates. 

Flving  Ea#le  Cents 

1857  Snow-9.  50C  Clashed  Obverse.  MS- 

64 . 2495.00 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
surfaces . 895.00 

In  1857,  these  cents  were  distributed  to  the  public  by  paying 
them  out  in  $5  face-value  bags  through  two  windows  in  a 
wooden  booth  temporarily  set  up  in  the  Mint  yard.  People  could 
exchange  Spanish-American  silver  coins  and  obsolete  large 
cents  and  half  cents,  among  other  issues,  for  them. 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  AU-50 . 165.00 

1858/7  Overdate.  AU-50.  Overdate  lightly  defined; 
primarily  attributable  because  of  the  eagle’s 
broken  wing  tip.  Light  golden  surfaces.  Rare  in 
all  grades,  especially  so  in  higher  grades  such  as 


this . 825.00 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 525.00 


1858  Large  Letters.  EF-40 . 110.00 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 
surfaces,  attractive  and  somewhat  prooflike.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  the  issue . 2895.00 

1858  Small  Letters.  EF-45 . 145.00 

1863  MS-61 . 75.00 

Indian  Head  Cents 

1859  EF-40 . 85.00 

1861  MS-64 . 410.00 

1861  MS-63  (PCGS) . 295.00 


Important  as  the  lowest  mintage  issue  of  the  copper-nickel 
Indian  cent  series. 


1862  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  with 
golden  mirror  fields.  The  connoisseur  will  like 

this  one!  Rare  so  fine . 2195.00 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1862  MS-63  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1862  AU-55 . 59.00 

1863  MS-64  (NGC) . 435.00 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1863  MS-63 . 195.00 

1863  AU-50 . 65.00 

1863  EF-45 . 35.00 

1864 copper-nickel.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant, with 

attractive  light  toning.  One  of  the  scarcest  Proofs 
of  the  copper-nickel  type . 735.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-65  (NGC).  4  in  the 

date  is  slightly  double  punched . 1095.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  AU-55 . 89.00 

1864  bronze.  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 795.00 

1864  bronze.  AU-58 . 75.00 

1864-L  EF-45 . 195.00 

1865  MS-65  Red  and  Brown . 395.00 

1865  MS-65  Brown . 325.00 

1865  MS-62  (NGC) . 149.00 

1865  MS-62  Red  and  Brown . 89.00 

1865  AU-50 . 49.00 

1866  EF-40  (PCI) . 139.00 

1867  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  glittering 

mirror  gem,  separated  from  Proof-65  (or  66,  or 
whatever)  by  some  tiny  flecks.  One  of  the  most 
appealing  Proofs  we’ve  seen  of  this . 975.00 

In  American  numismatics,  few  series  match  the  beauty  of  a 
high-grade  set  of  Indian  cents.  As  quality  varies  widely,  even 
among  the  same  grades,  you  might  need  to  check  several  frogs 
before  finding  a  price. 

1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Rich,  lustrous  red  just 
beginning  to  fade  to  brown.  A  sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen . 1495.00 

1867  AU-50 . 185.00 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Primarily  mint  red  surfaces 

fading  to  natural  brown . 895.00 

1868  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quite 

scarce  so  fine,  with  a  nice  blend  of  original  mint 
red  and  natural  brown  toning . 1150.00 

1869  EF-45 . 335.00 

1869  EF-40 . 325.00 

1869  VF-35 . 265.00 

1869  Repunched  Date.  EF-40 . 395.00 

1870  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  value, 

in  our  opinion . 595.00 


1870  AU-58  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1870  EF-40 . 295.00 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates  of  the  type; 
rare  so  fine.  (In  general,  the  key  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues  are  considered  to  be  the  1864-L, 
1871,  1872,  and  1877.)  A  prize  item  for  the 

connoisseur . 1 195.00 

1871  MS-64  Brown.  Very  scarce,  especially  so  in 

this  high  grade . 625.00 

1871  VF-25 . 275.00 

1871  VF-20 . 260.00 


1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original 
rich,  lustrous  red.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of 
the  rarest  and  most  desired  dates  in  the  series. 
A  coin  for  the  connoisseur . 1695.00 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  highly  important  coin  in 
this  grade;  in  fact,  one  of  the  prime  issues  in  the 
Indian  series . 995.00 

1872  VF-25 . 315.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB.  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  enhance  this  attractive  coin.  795.00 

Struck  early  in  the  1873  year.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the 
Closed  3  resembled  an  8,  and  the  style  was  discontinued. 


1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1873  Open  3.  EF-40 . 89.00 

1874  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  some  evidences  of  mint  red.  Quite  attrac¬ 
tive . 535.00 

1874  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 295.00 

1874  EF-45 . 95.00 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1875  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 299.00 

1875  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 259.00 

1876  MS-65  Red  and  Brown . 695.00 

1876  MS-63  RB  (NGC) . 325.00 

1876  EF-40 . 110.00 


Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  the  rarest  and  most  desired  of  all 
business  strike  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
Original  mint  red  is  delicately  blended  with 


light  brown  toning . 4950.00 


1878  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 625.00 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1878  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1879  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . 725.00 

1879  MS-65  Red  and  Brown . 395.00 

1879  EF-45 . 45.00 

1879  EF-40 . 39.00 

1880  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1880  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1880  MS-60 . 65.00 
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1880  AU-58 . 59.00 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  An  unusually  high-grade 

Indian  cent . 675.00 

1882  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 495.00 

1882  MS-63  Brown . 85.00 

1882  AU-50 . 29.00 

1883  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Splendid . 575.00 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1883  AU-55 . 29.00 

1883  EF-40 . 16.00 

1884  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 395.00 

1884  MS-60 . 59.00 

1884  AU-55 . 45.00 

1884  EF-45 . 24.00 

1885  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  scarce  date . 525.00 

1885  AU-55 . 69.00 

1885  EF-45 . 59.00 

1885  EF-40 . 49.00 


1 886-Type  I  Obverse.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) .  A 
superb,  lightly  iridescent  red  Proof.  The  first 
Type  1 1886  Proof  we  have  had  in  several  years! 
At  least  a  dozen  times  rarer  than  the  usually 


seen  Type  II  Proof. . 1495.00 

1887  AU-55 . 25.00 

1887  AU-50 . 22.00 

1889  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1890  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Choice  overall  for  the 

grade,  but  with  some  interesting  obverse 
planchet  laminations,  as  struck . 475.00 

1890  AU-58 . 33.00 

1890  AU-55 . 29.00 

1890  EF-45 . 12.00 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 475.00 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 465.00 

1894  AU-55 . 35.00 

1897  Proof-64  RB  (NGC) . 235.00 

1898  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1899  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 175.00 

1900  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  525.00 

1900  MS-60 . 29.00 

1901  MS-64  Red . 125.00 

1901  AU-50 . 19.00 

1902  AU-58 . 25.00 

1904  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  glittering  little  cameo 

cent! . 495.00 

1905  AU-55  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1905  AU-50 . 19.00 

1906  AU-55 . 22.00 

1907  AU-50 . 19.00 

1908-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 465.00 

This  is  the  first  minor  coin  to  bear  a  mintmark. 

1908-S  AU-50 . 149.00 

1908-S  EF-40 . 95.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem 
example  of  the  last  date  in  the  Indian  small  cent 

series . 525.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 159.00 


Isn't  it  amazing  that  a  certified  MS-65  red  and  brown  cent 
sells  for  less  than  a  third  of  the  price  of  an  MS-65  red  coin?  We 
think  there  are  some  terrific  values  to  be  found  among  Mint 
State  and  Proof  coins  with  red  and  brown,  and  brown,  surfaces. 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 115.00 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  Red  and  Brown . 99.00 

1909  S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous 
red  and  brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest-mintage  regular  issue  in  the 

series;  just  309,000  were  struck . 950.00 

1909  S  Indian.  MS  64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 
coin  displaying  the  majority  of  its  original  mint 
red  coloration . 740.00 


1909-S  Indian.  EF-40 . 325.00 

1909-S  Indian.  F-12 . 219.00 


Lincoln  Cents 

In  the  following  listing  you  will  find  many  inter¬ 
esting  opportunities  including  such  key  issues  as 

1909-S  V.D.B.,  1914-D,  and  1955  Doubled  Die, 
and  other  desiderata  in  between. 


1909  V.D.B  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1909  V.D.B  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 135.00 

1909  V.D.B  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 55.00 


1909-S  V.D.B  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 2195.00 

The  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  may  well  be  the  most  popular 
rarity  in  the  entire  American  series.  Time  was  in  the  1950s 
when  the  investor  and  collector  demand  for  this  variety  was  so 
intense  that  we  often  omitted  them  from  our  catalogues,  so  that 
our  clients  would  order  other  coins  instead! 


1909-S  V.D.B  AU-58 . 495.00 

1909-S  V.D.B  F-12 . 410.00 

1909  Lincoln.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 525.00 


Matte  Proofs  of  the  1 909- 1 9 1 6  years  are  considerably  scarcer 
than  their  mintages  indicate.  In  their  day  they  were  not  very 
popular  with  numismatists,  who  preferred  the  older  “mirror” 
or,  as  it  was  called,  brilliant  style.  Many  of  these  coins  were 
simply  “spent.”  Others  remained  unsold  in  Mint  inventory  and 
were  purchased  in  quantity  by  Henry  Chapman,  David  Proskey, 
and,  a  few  years  later  (beginning  about  1913-14),  William  L. 
Pukall.  These  Matte  Proofs  were  sold  in  thin  and  somewhat  stiff 
“tissue  paper,”  which  tended  to  tone  the  coins  a  brownish- 
purple  hue. 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  EF-45 . 99.00 

1909-S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89.00 

1909- S  Lincoln.  VF-20 . 59.00 

1910  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces,  a  very 

unusual  situation  among  Matte  Proofs  of  this 
era,  most  of  which  are  toned . 995.00 

1910- S  MS-65  Red  and  Brown . 145.00 

1910-S  MS-64  Red  and  Brown . 135.00 

1910-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1910- S  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 79.00 

1911  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  remarkable  coin,  a 

specimen  for  the  I-want-a-nicer-one-than-any- 
one-else-has  aficionado! . 325.00 

191 1- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Quality  such  as  this  is 

hard  to  find,  and  when  we  do  encounter  it,  we 
pay  liberally!  However,  we  have  the  coins  to 
offer,  while  others  are  still  looking  for  them! 
This  191 1-D,  just  purchased,  is  not  inexpen¬ 
sive,  but  it  surely  is  beautiful! . 995.00 

1912  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Outstanding.  ...495.00 

1912  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A  gem  Matte  Proof  of 

notable  quality . 495.00 


From  John  J.  Ford 

The  following  comment  was  received  from 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Your  catalogues  are  the  ones  I  save,  and  I 
wonder  if  you  could  send  me  a  ‘mint’  copy  of 
your  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90?  The  one  I  have 
is  a  bit  scuffed.  I  want  mine  to  be  absolutely 
perfect.  I  enjoy  reading  every  issue.” 


Memorable  Gem  Proof  1913  Cent 
Proof-67  RB  (PCGS) 


1913  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  A  superb, 
spectacular  gem;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  or  handled.  Matte  Proof  cents  of  this 
quality  are  exceedingly  rare . 3995.00 

1914  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 
absolutely  superb!  If  you  are  seeking  quality, 
stop  right  here!  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the 


finest  in  existence . 1495.00 

1914  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 249.00 

1914  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 65.00 


Superb  Gem  1914-D  Cent 
MS-65  RD  (PCGS) 


1914-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 
coin  with  full  original  red  mint  lustre  and  color! 
One  of  the  very  finest  1914-D  cents  we  have 
ever  seen.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  any 
collection . 5725.00 


Although  the  1914-D  cent  does  not  have  the  lowest  mintage 
in  the  series,  in  this  high  grade  it  is  very  rare,  simply  because 
very  few  Mint  State  coins  were  set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue. 


1914-S  AU-50 . 65.00 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1915  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 149.00 

1916- D  MS-64  Brown . 1 10.00 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 119.00 

1917- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 795.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 350.00 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1917-D  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 125.00 

1917- S  AU-50 . 25.00 

1918- S  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 135.00 

1919- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 450.00 

1920- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 260.00 

1921  MS-64  Red . 99.00 

1921  AU-50 . 12.00 

1921- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Red  and  brown  surfaces. 

One  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series . 495.00 

1922- D  AU-50 . 45.00 

1923- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1924- D  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  key  issue  in  higher 
grades;  more  so  than  the  price  reflects.  950.00 

1924- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1926  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 25.00 

1927  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1927- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1928  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 69.00 

1928- D  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79.00 
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Gem  Proof  1873  Original  2c  Piece 


1931-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Ever-popular  low-mint- 


age  variety . 269.00 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 269.00 

1931-S  MS-64  Red . 135.00 

1931-S  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 65.00 

Market  commentary:  These  are  cheaper  today  than  they 
were  20  years  ago! 

1931-S  EF-40 . 49.00 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39.00 

1934-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-62  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 145.00 

1937  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1944  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 39.00 

1944-D/S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  overmintmark  issue . 1250.00 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant  gem  specimen . 2695.00 

Of  all  varieties  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  desirable.  Probably  fewer  than  1%  of 
surviving  coins  would  merit  grades  above  MS-63. 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  1650.00 


1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55 . 620.00 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1980-S  Proof-65.  ..*. . 3.00 

1983  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD . 225.00 

1983  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 225.00 

1983  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB . 210.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235.00 


Call  Toll-Free 
800-222-5993 


1984  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RB . 190.00 

1985-S  Proof-65 . 10.00 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  1450.00 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Double 


punched  1  and  64  digits  in  date . 695.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  18  in  date.  MS-64  Red 

and  Brown . 275.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  Red  and  Brown.  245.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 210.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1864  Large  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1865  MS-64  Red  and  Brown . 275.00 

1865  MS-63  Red  and  Brown . 210.00 

1869  MS-62  Brown . 159.00 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 315.00 

1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  This  date,  last  of  the 


business  strike  issues,  is  a  rare  date  in  any  and 
all  grades.  A  find  for  the  specialist.  ...  1450.00 

The  two-cent  denomination  was  launched  with  great  expec¬ 
tations  in  1864,  as  a  way  to  alleviate  the  shortage  for  small 
change.  However,  the  coin  proved  to  be  inconvenient  to  the 
public,  and  yearly  mintages  steadily  declined.  1872  repre¬ 
sented  the  last,  feeble  effort  to  make  pieces  for  circulation.  The 
final  year,  1873,  was  made  only  in  Proof  finish  for  collectors. 
Interestingly,  the  two-cent  piece  was  proposed  in  1836,  and  at 
that  time  patterns  were  made,  but  no  business  strike  produc¬ 
tion  resulted. 


bhmhhhbihi 


1873  Closed  3.  Original  Issue.  Proof-64  RB 

(PCGS).  Mostly  fiery  original  Mint  red  mirror 
surfaces  delicately  combined  with  natural  light 
brown  toning.  One  of  only  600  estimated  to 
have  been  coined.  A  19th-century  American 
numismatic  classic!  . 2650.00 

The  situation  concerning  originals  vs.  restrikes  of  1873  two- 
cent  pieces  has  never  been  fully  resolved.  Exactly  which  were 
made  first  or  second,  and  when,  is  not  known. 

Nickel  Pieces 

Check  our  offering,  including  a  quite  a  few  Gem 
Proof  specimens  of  the  rare  low-mintage  dates 
toward  the  end  of  the  series.  The  prices  are  reason¬ 
able.  Now  may  be  a  good  time  for  you  to  put 
together  a  date  set  of  Proofs.  There  are  no  “impos¬ 
sible”  issues  in  the  series,  and  the  dates  toward  the 
end  of  the  listing  have  the  combined  appeal  of 
overall  low  mintages  and  also  low  present  market 
prices. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  First 


year  of  issue  of  the  type . 995.00 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1865  AU-58 . 49.00 

1865  AU-50 . 39.00 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1876  Proof-64.  Centennial  year  coin . 425.00 

1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  three- 
cent  piece . 595.00 


The  Most  Popular  Morgan  Dollars 

Why  are  we  selling  them  as  a  "Special”? 


There  is  no  doubt  about  it:  Carson 
City  issues  are  the  most  popular  coins 
in  the  Morgan  dollar  series!  And, 
Morgan  dollars  are  the  most  popular 
of  all  collections.  This  raises  the 
question:  Why  are  we  selling  these 
super-popular  coins,  gem  MS-64 
examples,  at  special  prices? 

Good  question! 

The  reason  is  simple:  We  know  that 
by  selling  these  PCGS  and  NGC  certified 
coins  to  you  at  a  very  cheap  price, 
you’ll  be  impressed  with  our 
QUALITY,  and  come  back  for 
other  dates-of  all  mints. 

Limit:  One  set  per 
collector.  Sorry,  no  dealers. 


Six  Coins 

>  1880-CC 
D>  1881-CC 
t>  1882-CC 

>  1883-CC 

>  1884-CC 

>  1885-CC 


>  Retail  Price  $1333.00 

>  Package  Prices  1095.00 


1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  brilliant 

with  light  iridescent  toning.  Proof-only  issue. 
One  of  the  finest  in  existence! . 1595.00 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  One  of  the  finest  known 

specimens.  Popular  date  with  a  low  overall 
mintage.  Offered  at  far  less  than  half  of  the  bid 
price  for  a  Proof-65,  a  lower  grade,  a  few  years 
ago! . 1395.00 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this 

popular  low-mintage  date . 775.00 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 775.00 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  low-mintage  date.  .  1395.00 

1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  gem!  .775.00 

1885  Proof-65  (NGC) . 825.00 

1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  cameo.  825.00 

1885  Proof-64 . 595.00 

1885  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS) .  Much  rarer  in  Mint  State  than 

Proof . 950.00 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS) .  A  sparkling  cameo  of  this 

Proof-only  date . 1295.00 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS) . 465.00 
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Did  You  Know? 

A  diverse  compendium  of 
numismatic  curiosa  and  miscellany! 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


▼  “RARE”  1981-S  ANTHONY  DOLLARS 

may  be  in  a  government  hoard.  There  were 
3,492,000  minted,  a  low  figure  by  modern  stan¬ 
dards,  and  over  200,000  of  these  cannot  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  (most  others 
were  sold  to  collectors  as 
part  of  mint  sets).  Do  they 
repose,  forgotten,  in  some 
Federal  Reserve  vault? 

▼  IN  MINT  STATE, 
the  rarest  trade  dollar  is 
not  the  famous  1878-CC. 

In  grades  of  MS-63  or 
finer,  several  outrank  it, 
including  1873-CC  and 
1876-CC. 

▼  SPEAKING  OF 
TRADE  DOLLARS,  al¬ 
though  the  government 
demonetized  them  in 
1887,  the  Coinage  Act  of 
1965  (the  act  that  pro¬ 
vided  for  clad  coinage, 
among  other  things)  made  them  legal  tender  once 
again. 

▼  NUMEROUS  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

are  rarer  in  MS-63  or  finer  condition  than  with 
Proof  finish.  Examples  in  the  silver  dollar  series 
include  1855,  1856,  and  all  dates  1859  through 
1870.  In  other  Liberty  Seated  series,  there  are  the 
1846  half  dime  and,  probably,  the  1844  dime, 
among  others. 

▼  WHEN  THE  MARKET  IS  QUIET,  as  it 

has  been  in  the  past  several  years,  it  is  a  better  time 
to  buy  than  when  the  market  is  hot.  However,  most 
people  would  rather  buy  when  prices  are  rising, 
preferably  rapidly,  than  when  there  are  a  lot  of 
bargains  around.  Exactly  why  this  is  true,  we  have 
never  been  able  to  figure  out! 

▼  THE  1932-D  WASHINGTON  QUAR¬ 
TER  is  considerably  rarer  than  the  1932-S  in  Mint 
State,  for  reasons  not  known  to  us.  One  would 
think  that  as  the  1932  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  is 
common  in  Mint  State,  and  was  saved  in  quantity 
as  the  first  year  of  issue,  the  1932-D  and  1932-S 
would  be  plentiful  as  well.  It  is  not  so,  however. 

▼  THE  AUTUMN  FOLIAGE  was  especially 
brilliant  this  year,  and  the  Columbus  Day  weekend 


in  October  brought  an  estimated  million  visitors  to 
our  state.  One  of  these  was  ANA  Vice  President  Ken 
Bressett,  who  returned  to  where  he  was  born  and 
lived  much  of  his  life.  In  his  new  (relatively)  home 


in  Colorado  Springs,  he  is  busy  with  his  “Future  of 
the  ANA  Committee,”  among  other  projects. 

▼  THE  $5  GOLD  HALF  EAGLE  is  the  only 
United  States  coin  denomination  to  have  been 
struck  at  all  eight  U.S.  mints:  Philadelphia,  New 
Orleans,  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  San  Francisco, 
Carson  City,  Denver,  and,  yes,  West  Point. 

▼  BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  and  Carver 
Washington  commemorative  half  dollars  minted 
1946-1954  offer  numerous  low-mintage  varieties, 
and  in  such  grades  as  MS-63  and  MS-64  are  incred¬ 
ibly  cheap.  Someone  we  know  is  trying  to  put 
together  10  sets  of  these  series,  each  in  MS-64 
grade,  and  isn’t  having  easy  sledding  for  certain 
issues. 

▼  I  ENJOYED  BEING  THE  GUEST  of  the 

American  Numismatic  Association  in  “Room  16” 
on  the  CompuServe  network  recently,  except  that 
the  10  to  1 1  p.m.  time  slot  (probably  to  accommo¬ 
date  West  Coast  participants)  isn’t  necessarily  con¬ 
ducive  to  alertness.  Bob  Foppiano,  section  leader 
for  the  coin  collecting  forum  on  CompuServe,  gave 
me  some  lessons  in  protocol  the  night  before. 
Thanks,  Bob.  At  the  ANA,  Hal  Day  is  the  manager 
of  computer  networking.  He  told  me  that  the  ANA 


is  active  not  only  on  CompuServe,  but  on  Prodigy 
and  another  system  (I  don’t  recall  the  name)  as 
well.  I  asked  how  many  computer  network  people 
had  joined  the  ANA  via  this  route,  and  his  answer 
was  “about  a  dozen.”  Seems  that  there  is  a  lot  more 
potential  here. 

▼  IT  IS  A  CURIOUS  FACT  that  the  letters  in 
LIBERTY  are  raised  on  the  20-cent  piece,  but  incuse 
(sunken)  on  the  half  dime,  dime,  and  nearly  all 
other  Liberty  Seated  issues.  There  are,  however, 
two  other  famous  exceptions.  Do  you  know  them? 
Answer:  1836  and  1839  Gobrecht  dollar  varieties 
made  for  circulation. 

▼  ACCORDING  TO  KEITH  ZANER’S 

“Trends”  column  in  a  recent  issue  of  Coin  World, 
there  are  45  different  date  and  mintmark  issues  of 
1878-1921  Morgan  dollars  that  have  current  mar¬ 
ket  values  of  $100  or  less  in  MS-63  grade,  and  some 
are  a  lot  less!  Might  this  give  you  an  idea  to  start 
building  a  set?  The  issues  are:  1878  8  Tailfeathers, 
1878  7  Tailfeathers,  1878-S,  1879,  1879-S,  1880, 
1880-S,  1881,  1881-0,  1881-S,  1882,  1882-CC, 
1882-0,  1882-S,  1883,  1883-CC,  1883-0,  1884, 
1884-CC,  1884-0, 1885, 1885-0, 1886, 1887, 1888, 
1888-0,  1889,  1890,  1890-0,  1890-S,  1891-S, 
1896, 1897, 1897-S,  1898, 1898-0, 1899-0, 1900, 

1900-0,  1901-0,  1902, 
1902-0,  1903,  1904-0, 
1921, 1921-D,  and  1921- 
S.  These  45  different  coins 
add  up  to  a  total  of 
$1,898.50  per  “Trends” 
listings.  If  you  cherrypick 
for  quality,  you  may  have 
to  pay  a  bit  more,  but  I  am 
still  talking  about  the 
$2,000  range  for  a  large, 
beautiful,  and  very  im¬ 
pressive  collection  of 
i  coins  which  for  the  most 
part  are  over  100  years 
old.  Hey,  you’d  think  we 
would  have  all  of  these 
for  sale.  We  don’t  have  all 
of  them  at  any  given  mo¬ 
ment,  and  probably  no  one  else  does  either.  How¬ 
ever,  we  can  give  you  a  good  start! 


Subscribe! 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  then  we  invite  you  to  jump  aboard  the 
bandwagon.  Subscribe!  Our  reasonable  rates, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  far  less  than  it 
costs  us  to  create,  produce,  and  deliver  each 
issue  to  you.  And,  what  a  wealth  of  information 
each  issue  holds — desirable  coins  for  sale,  in¬ 
teresting  articles,  research  information,  you 
name  it.  Many  more  great  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  are  being  planned — so  subscribe 
now  and  you  won’t  miss  a  single  one! 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  for  some  great  buys  on 
interesting  and  valuable  reference  books.  There 
is  no  substitute  for  knowledge,  as  they  say. 
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1851  MS-62  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1854  AU-55 . 195.00 

1860  AU-50 . 119.00 

1866  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
this  rare,  low-mintage  date.  Much  rarer  in 
business  strike  form  than  Proof . 1395.00 


1867  Proof-64.  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces  and 

cameo  frosty  devices.  Superb . 1950.00 

1871  Proof-60.  Rare,  low-mintage  date.  Medium 

gray  toning . 625.00 

1873  EF-45  (PCGS).  Silvery  surfaces  with  some 
marks.  A  Proof  which  was  lightly  circulated. 
Highly  important  Proof-only  date;  one  of  just 
600  struck . 750.00 


Nickel  5<E  Pieces 

Our  selection  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  comprises 
all  major  types  including  the  Shield,  Liberty,  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  Jefferson  designs.  Included  are  many 
scarce,  rare,  and  interesting  varieties,  among  which 
are  numerous  new  purchases. 


Shield  Nickels 


1866  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1866  Rays.  MS-60  (PCGS) . 225.00 

1866  Rays.  AU-55 . 159.00 

1867  Rays.  AU-50.  Very  scarce  issue;  a  key  in  the 

Shield  nickel  series . 195.00 

1867NoRays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem,  very 
sharply  struck.  Obverse  from  shattered  die, 
interesting  to  behold . 425.00 

First  year  without  rays  on  the  reverse. 

1868  MS-63 . 195.00 


1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Triple  punched  date.  Date 

below  ball.  Under  magnification,  the  date,  es¬ 
pecially  the  second  digit  thereof,  is  a  mess  of 
repunchings.  An  item  the  specialist  will  delight 
in  owning! . 995.00 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  8  of  date  embedded 

in  ball.  Obverse  die  shattered,  with  a  skein  of 
light  breaks  evident.  Quite  interesting,  espe¬ 
cially  under  magnification . 295.00 

1876  Proof-63 . 285.00 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS) . 260.00 

1876  VF-20 . 29.00 


1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Remarkable  for  its  over¬ 

all  low  mintage,  the  1880  Shield  nickel  has 
been  in  demand  for  many  decades . 995.00 

1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin,  brilliant 

deep  mirror  fields  and  frosted  high  points; 
delicate  peripheral  toning.  Probably  from  an 
old-time  collection . 565.00 


1881  AU-50.  Rare  in  business  strike  form.  465.00 
1883  Shield.  MS-60 . 110.00 


_ Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  when  you  build  a  set  of  Liberty  nickels!  We 
offer  choice  coins  of  outstanding  aesthetic  quality 
at  prices  you’ll  find  to  be  reasonable.  SPECIAL 
DEAL:  Buy  five  or  more  different  dates  of  Liberty 
nickels — dates  and  grades  of  your  choice — and 
take  a  big  10%  discount! 


1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-64.  First  type  of  the  first 


year  of  the  series . 475.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We  purchased  a 

group  of  these,  and  offer  each  for . 495.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64 . 99.00 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC) . 119.00 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 


1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  An 
outstanding  specimen  of  the  rarest  business  strike 
issue  in  the  1883-1912  regular  Liberty  Head 
nickel  series;  far  rarer  than  Proof . 1395.00 

1885  EF-40 . 695.00 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Second  rarest  regular  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  date  (1885  being  the  rarest)  in  the 
1883-1912  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  975.00 


Dr.  Mike  Thorne  on  Books 

Mike  Thome,  Ph.D,  a  frequent  contributor  to 
numismatic  periodicals,  recently  wrote  an  article 
for  Coin  Age  magazine  titled  “Fun  Books:  Eight 
Volumes  that  Emphasize  the  Enjoyment  of  Nu¬ 
mismatics.”  Front  row  center  in  the  article  were 
several  books  that  Dave  Bowers  has  written  over 
the  years,  including  Coins  and  Collectors,  Adven¬ 
tures  With  Rare  Coins,  The  Numismatists’  Bedside 
Companion,  The  Numismatists’  Fireside  Compan¬ 
ion,  The  Numismatists’  Lakeside  Companion,  and 
The  Numismatists’  Weekend  Companion. 

“You  can  hardly  go  wrong  with  any  of  the 
Companion  books,”  the  reviewer  commented, 
for  “many  of  the  articles  are  both  fun  to  read 
and  informative,  no  matter  what  your  level  or 
numismatic  expertise.  For  example,  many  col¬ 
lectors  like  to  read  about  the  famous,  and 
sometimes  infamous,  rarities  produced  by  our 
various  mints,  even  if  personal  ownership  is  an 
all-but-impossible  dream.” 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  is  described  as 
follows:  “A  book  that  collectors  of  every  degree 
of  expertise  will  find  fun  to  read.  With  more 
than  300  8-1/2  by  11  inch  pages  in  a  hard¬ 
bound,  black  cover  adorned  with  color  photo¬ 
graphs  of  a  gold  mine  .  .  .  it’s  a  handsome  work 
indeed.” 

Thanks,  Mike,  for  all  of  the  nice  words — and 
we  have  reprinted  just  a  tiny  fraction  of  them. 


1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty,  cartwheel  lustre  high¬ 


lighted  by  a  bit  of  golden  toning . 795.00 

1887  Proof-64 . 295.00 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1887  AU-50 . 79.00 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1890  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ridiculously  cheap 

in  today’s  market,  in  our  opinion . 185.00 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1890  MS-64  (NGC) . 245.00 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

beautiful  light  iridescent  toning . 725.00 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1892  MS-60 . 119.00 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 365.00 

1895  MS-64  (PCGS) . 365.00 

1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Scarce  date  . 325.00 

1896  AU-50 . 85.00 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1898  MS-64  (NGC) . 219.00 

1898  AU-50 . 75.00 

1899  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  750.00 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1900  MS-64  (NGC) . 219.00 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  750.00 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1901  MS-62 . 95.00 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1902  MS-63 . 125.00 

1902  MS-60 . 85.00 

1903  MS-65  (NGC) . 750.00 

1903  MS-64  (NGC) . 219.00 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1904  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  specimen.  750.00 
1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Quite  brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 219.00 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1905  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem . 750.00 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1906  MS-64.  Dazzling  mint  lustre . 219.00 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant . 219.00 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1908  MS-65.  Gem . 750.00 

1908  MS-64  (NGC) . 219.00 

Talk  about  VALUE!  In  today’s  market,  an  MS-64  Liberty  Head 
nickel,  just  a  whisper  away  from  MS-65  and  nearly  as  beautiful, 
can  be  bought  for  less  than  a  third  of  the  price! 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1909  MS-64  (NGC) . 219.00 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  white . 219.00 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 


From  a  VALUE  standpoint  we  really  like  the  MS-64  grade  in 
the  Liberty  nickel  series.  This  offering  gives  you  the  chance  to 
make  a  running  start  on  a  date  set  of  MS-64  coins.  And,  if  you 
order  five  or  more  different  dates,  you  can  take  a  10% 


discount! 

1911  MS-63 . 119.00 

1911  MS-60 . 85.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1912  AU-55 . 49.00 

1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 299.00 


The  first  Denver  Mint  nickel  five-cent  piece 

Your  Satisfaction  is(1i  \ra\ti  i  n! 
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1912-D  MS-64 . 299.00 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  and 
electric  blue  toning.  An  outstanding  specimen 
of  the  lowest  mintage  regular  issue  in  the 
Liberty  Head  series . 975.00 

1912- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning,  gray  with 

golden  highlights . 725.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Every  time  we  issue  a  listing  or  catalogue,  Buffalo 
nickels  are  among  the  most  popular  series  with  our 
clients.  In  this  listing  we  offer  many  important 
pieces,  including  Mint  State  specimens  of  mintmarks 
in  the  teens  and  1920s.  As  always,  we  deliver  the 
QUALITY  you  expect 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65 . 115.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 72.00 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64 . 72.00 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  beautiful!  Extraordinarily  high  grade.  A 
couple  of  dozen  times  rarer  than  its  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  counterpart . 550.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  ...265.00 
1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  ...115.00 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  the  scarcest  variety  among 

Type  I  Buffalo  nickels . 750.00 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-55 . 59.00 

1913- D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-55 . 129.00 

1914- S  MS-64.  Full  original  mint  brilliance.  A 

beauty! . 475.00 

1914-S  AU-58 . 79.00 

1914-S  AU-55 . 69.00 


1915  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  satiny 
Matte  Proof  gem.  Only  1,050  were  originally 
struck,  of  which  probably  fewer  than  500  exist 


today  in  all  Proof  levels . 2750.00 

1915  MS-64  (NGC) . 125.00 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS) . 125.00 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1916  MS-65  (NGC) . 265.00 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1916-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1916-S  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 115.00 

1919  MS-64 . 129.00 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
elusive  mintmark  varieties  of  the  era.  .  145.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 195.00 

1920  AU-55 . 29.00 


1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  The  reverse  shows  some  softness  of  high- 
relief  details  as  made.  The  1920-D  ranks  as  one 
of  the  scarcest  Denver  Mint  issues  in  the  Buffalo 

series . 1650.00 

1 920- f)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lus¬ 
trous.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  A  notable 
rarity  at  this  grade  level . 1650.00 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  nicest  examples  we’ve  ever 
seen  of  this  highly  important  variety.  A  prize  for 


the  advanced  collector . 2195.00 

1923  MS-65  (NGC) . 435.00 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1926  MS-63 . 59.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 750.00 

1926-D  Sharp  Strike.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750.00 

1926-S  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache) . 315.00 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1929  MS-64  (NGC) . 60.00 

1929  MS-63 . 42.00 

1930  MS-65  (NGC) . 115.00 

1930  MS-64 . 49.00 

1931-S  MS-64 . 99.00 

1935-D  EF-45 . 14.00 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  bril¬ 
liant  gem  with  deep  mirror  surface.  If  you  want 

quality,  this  is  it . 2375.00 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful, 
brilliant  specimen  of  the  highly  desired  Type  II 
style  with  mirror  finish  (Type  I  is  satiny).  Mir¬ 
ror-type  Buffalo  nickel  Proofs  were  issued  only 


in  late  1936  and  in  1937 . 1 195.00 

1936  MS-64 . 32.00 

1936-S  MS-65 . 89.00 


1937-D  MS-64 . 34.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-50.  Most  original  mint  lustre 

is  still  seen . 695.00 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-45 . 525.00 

1937- D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 475.00 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-64 . 27.00 


Buffalo  Nickels 

As  an  aid  to  starting  a  date  and  mintmark  set  of 
Buffalo  nickels,  we  offer  the  following  dates,  each 
cherrypicked  for  Premium  Quality,  and  each  certi¬ 
fied  by  NGC  or  PCGS.  Order  those  you  need. 


Buffalo  Nickels 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1913 

$49 

$72 

$115 

$365 

1931-S 

79 

99 

295 

1934 

365 

1934-D 

235 

1935 

99 

1935-D 

99 

450 

1935-S 

79 

215 

1936 

85 

1936-S 

37 

1937 

25 

29 

94 

1937-D 

34 

59 

173 

1937-S 

32 

59 

395 

1938-D 

27 

45 

75 

1938-D/S 

179 

Jefferson  Nickels 


1938  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 50.00 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-63 . 6.00 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 50.00 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-67  (NGC) . 169.00 

1943- P  MS-67  (NGC) . 79.00 

1944- S  MS-67  (NGC) . 79.00 

1945- D  MS-67  (NGC) . 79.00 

1951  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 65.00 


Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

Get  the  Rare  Ones  First! 


What  a  great  way  to  start  a  collection  of 
one  of  America’s  most  beautiful  series.  You 
get  one  each  of  hand-selected  PCGS  MS-65 
coins  of  four  of  the  scarcest  issues  of  the 
1940s!  Plus,  you  get  a  copy  of  Bruce  Fox’s 
great  new  book,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars. 

All  of  these  add  up  to  $3,1 54.95 
at  our  regular  prices  (which 
would  be  good  buys),  but  you 
pay  only  $2,695.00!  We  only 
have  three  sets  available,  so 
order  early! 
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United  States  Silver 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


High-Grade  1797  Half  Dime 


1797  Valentine-2.  15  Stars.  EF-40.  Light 
gray.  Very  handsome  and  aesthetically  appeal¬ 


ing.  Rare  so  fine! . 3650.00 

1829  V-2.  AU-50 . 219.00 


Superb  1834  Half  Dime 
1834  V-l.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men,  somewhat  prooflike,  with  light  golden 


toning.  Well  struck  in  all  areas . 2950.00 

1835  V-7.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1835  V-8.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1837  V-3.  Capped  Bust.  AU-53 . 235.00 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous,  frosty  gem! 
To  our  eye,  this  design — copied  after  Gobrecht’s 
illustrious  no-stars  silver  dollar  of  1836 — is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  series.  The 
absence  of  obverse  stars  gives  the  motif  a 


cameo  effect . 2995.00 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  EF-40 . 199.00 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-50 . 125.00 


Gem  1839  Half  Dime 
1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  golden,  electric  blue,  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  early  design  type 
without  drapery  at  the  elbow.  Ideal  for  the 

specialist  or  type  collector . 2895.00 

1842-0  F-15.  .! . 95.00 

1844  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splendid  light  lilac  and 

gray  toning  over  deeply  frosted  surfaces.  An 
outstanding  example,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
seen . 2350.00 

1845  AU-55 . 119.00 

1849/8/6  Overdate.  AU-53  Hallmark . 235.00 

With  the  multiple  under-digits,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  overdates  in  the  series.  Overdates  were  endemic 
among  Liberty  Seated  coins  of  this  decade,  which  some  have 
attributed  to  James  B.  Longacre’s  alleged  ineptness  at  using 
punches;  however,  it  could  be  that  an  assistant  did  this  work. 

A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


Showpiece  1853  No  Arrows  Half  Dime 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sparkling, 
frosty  specimen  that  has  been  hidden  away  for 
years  in  an  old-time  collection.  Dozens  of  times 
rarer  than  the  Arrows  variety . 3575.00 

Most  of  the  pieces  without  arrows  were  melted  early  in  the 
year,  as  they  were  worth  more  in  bullion  value  than  in  face 
value.  This  untenable  situation  was  rectified  by  the  Act  of 
February  21,  1853,  which  lightened  the  weight  of  silver  coins 
from  the  half  dime  through  the  half  dollar;  later  lighter  coins 
were  identified  by  having  arrows  alongside  ihe  date. 


1853  Arrows.  MS-63 . 495.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 

frosty.  A  little  cameo  gem . 1750.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC) . 295.00 

1853- 0  Arrows.  EF-40 . 69.00 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 325.00 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 

ideal  coin  for  a  type  set . 1350.00 

1857  MS-62  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1857- 0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. .  325.00 

1858  AU-55  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1858- 0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1859  AU-58  (PCGS) . 185.00 


American 

Express" 


VISA 


Telephone 
Your  Order! 


See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 
Obverse  of  ’59,  Reverse  of  ’60 


1860  Judd-267.  Transitional.  Pattern. 
MS-64  (NGC).  Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  A 
far  above  average  specimen  of  this  issue,  which 
normally  is  very  flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is 
well  struck  on  nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have 
hollow  points;  a  feature  of  the  1859  year,  and 
additionally  used  only  on  this  1860-dated  tran¬ 
sitional  half  dime,  not  on  other  1860  pieces). 
The  reverse  is  far  above  average.  From  the 
viewpoint  of  quality,  this  piece  is  in  the  upper 
10%  of  the  surviving  specimens . 7950.00 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100  of 
these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “stateless” 
half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 


1862  AU-50. 


72.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  this  rare  Civil  War  date.  The 
chance  that  such  a  gorgeous  piece  would  sur¬ 
vive  was  a  matter  of  chance.  The  half  dime 
specialist  will  appreciate  this  one!  ....3750.00 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of  which 
were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  suspended 
from  mid-1862  until  well  into  the  1870s.  Collectors  desiring  a 
specimen  of  the  1863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes 
were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864  EF-40.  A  notable  rarity  in  the  series.  Far  rarer 
in  EF  than  in  Proof,  an  interesting  point  to 


ponder!  . 650.00 

1864-S  EF-45 . 235.00 


Want  List  Program 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  special  coins  you 
are  looking  for?  Send  it  to  us,  and  we  will  let 
you  know  when  we  come  across  the  items  you 
are  seeking. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1865  Rarity 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  sparkling 
gem . 3995.00 

Only  13,000  business  strikes  were  made,  and  probably  no 
more  than  a  dozen  or  two  survive  in  the  combination  of  high 
technical  grade  and  aesthetic  quality  characteristic  of  this 
beauty.  These  13,000  coins  were  not  released  at  the  time  of 
issue.  By  the  time  that  specie  payments  were  resumed  in  the 
1870s,  the  half  dime  denomination  had  been  discontinued 
(under  the  Act  of  1873).  Presumably,  most  Philadelphia  Mint 
half  dimes  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  very  rare  date;  a  key  issue  in  the  Liberty 

Seated  half  dime  series . 1195.00 

1869  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  frosty 
gem  with  some  prooflike  surface.  Delicate 
golden  toning  around  the  peripheries.  One  of 
the  nicest  business  strikes  in  existence  of  this 

date . 995.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  somewhat  satiny  surfaces.  A  splendid 

specimen . 275.00 

1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-63 . 275.00 

_ Dimes _ 

1798/7  John  Reich-1.  Overdate.  F-15.  Me¬ 
dium  gray  higher  areas;  darker  gray  fields.  Very 
attractive  overall . 1095.00 


Notable  1798/7  Dime 


1798/7  JR-2.  Overdate.  VF-20.  Light 
gray.  Overdate  very  pronounced.  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  this  early  issue . 5950.00 


1798  JR-3.  Normal  Date.  VF-30.  Medium 
lilac-gray  surfaces.  For  the  grade,  this  is  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  .  1995.00 
1798  JR-4.  Normal  Date.  F-12.  Medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  obverse 


field . 695.00 

1805  JR-2.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 795.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1811/09  JR- 1.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1822  JR- 1 .  G-6.  A  scarce  date . 375.00 

1830/29  JR  5.  Overdate.  VF-30 . 195.00 

1830  ip  8  AU-58  (NGC) . 495.00 


1831  JR-5.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1837  JR-3.  AU-50 . 310.00 


_ Liberty  Seated  Dimes _ 

We  offer  a  wide  selection  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes, 
including  a  number  of  notably  scarce  and/or  high- 


grade  coins. 

1838  Small  Stars.  EF-45 . 219.00 

1838-0  No  Stars.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1295.00 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45 . 725.00 

1840  With  Drapery.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1841  MS-63  (NGC) . 595.00 

1843-0  VF-25 . 195.00 

The  1843-0  is  a  scarce  issue  in  any  grade. 

1845  AU-50 . 110.00 

1851-0  EF-40 . 159.00 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  perennial  favorite 

“type”  coin . 895.00 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 219.00 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous  gem.  Delicate  iridescent  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing;  brilliant  centers.  Coins  such  as  this  have  a 
timeless  appeal.  The  combination  of  high  grade, 
sharp  strike,  and  excellent  aesthetic  quality 
never  goes  out  of  style!  . 2495.00 

As  a  class,  New  Orleans  Mint  dimes  of  the  1840s  and  1850s 
are  very  rare  in  higher  Mint  State  grades  such  as  this. 

1867  Proof-64  (NGC) . 1195.00 

The  1867  is  one  of  several  Philadelphia  Mint  dimes  of  the 
1863-1867  era  that  are  very  rare  in  any  grade;  the  same 
situation  exists  with  contemporary  half  dimes. 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  light  golden 


hues . 850.00 

Considerably  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  Proof. 

1872  MS-61  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 
specimen  of  this  highly  desired  type.  ..695.00 

1873  Arrows.  VF-20 . 45.00 


Gem  1873-S  Dime 


1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  In  this  grade, 
the  1873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer  than 


its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart . 3350.00 

1876  Proof-60 . 275.00 

1876  MS-60 . 160.00 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  gold . 695.00 

1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  sparkling 

beauty! . 525.00 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  with  mostly 

brilliant  surfaces . 695.00 

1889  MS-63.  Satiny  surfaces  with  pale  golden 
toning . 295.00 


1889- S  MS-60 . 495.00 

The  1889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era 

1890  MS-63 . 250.00 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty,  lustrous  surfaces . 975.00 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1890-S  MS-60 . 265.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous.  Last 

of  the  Liberty  Seated  series . 695.00 

1891  MS-63 . 295.00 


Barber  Dimes 


1892  AU-50 . 65.00 

1892  AU-50 . 59.00 

1892-0  MS-60 . 175.00 

1892-0  AU-50 . .'...79.00 

1892-0  AU-50 . 79.00 

1892-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold.  Scarce  in  this  grade . 550.00 

1892- S  EF-40 . 179.00 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces  with  a 

light  halo  of  gold  around  the  rims . 325.00 

1893- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 

toned . 350.00 

1894  AU-50 . 135.00 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dimes,  1894  is  one  of  the 
scarcer  dates. 

1894  EF-40 . 125.00 

1895-0  VG-10 . 399.00 

Next  to  the  famous  1894-S,  the  1895-0  Barber  dime  is  the 
rarest  coin  in  the  series. 

1896  AU-55 . 115.00 

1897  AU-55 . 65.00 

1897-S  AU-50 . 219.00 

1897- S  VF-20 . 89.00 

1898- S  AU-50 . 110.00 

1899  AU-58 . 75.00 

1899  AU-50 . 59.00 

1903  AU-50 . 59.00 

1903-S  EF-40 . 875.00 


1903- S  VF-30.  Scarce  mintmark  variety.  ..495.00 

1904- S  AU-50.  Quite  difficult  to  find  in  grades 

approaching  Mint  State . 525.00 


1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  Barber  dime 
with  light  golden  toning  over  deep  mirror 


fields . 1195.00 

1905  AU-55 . 69.00 

1905-S  AU-50 . 95.00 

1906  MS-61 . 139.00 

1906  AU-50 . 59.00 

1907- 0  AU-50 . 89.00 

1908- D  AU-50 . 69.00 

1908-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  gor¬ 
geous  light  iridescent  toning.  Certainly,  no  finer 
specimen  could  exist  at  this  level . 2150.00 

1908-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 285.00 

1908-S  AU-50 . 110.00 

1909  EF-45 . 29.00 

1910  AU-50 . 59.00 

1911  MS-64 . 415.00 

1911-D  MS-63 . 225.00 

191 1-D  EF-40 . 25.00 


1912  MS-65  (NGC).  Absolutely  and  fully  brilliant. 
A  gem!  . 995.00 
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1912  EF-45 . 29.00 

1912- D  AU-50 . 59.00 

1913  MS-63  (NGC) . 215.00 

1913  MS-61  (PCGS) . 139.00 

1913  EF-40 . 25.00 

1913- S  EF-40 . 189.00 

1914  MS-63 . 185.00 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1914-D  AU-55 . 65.00 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 450.00 

1915  AU-50 . 65.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61 . 139.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 139.00 

1916  Barber.  MS-60 . 119.00 

1916  Barber.  AU-50 . 59.00 


Mercury  Dimes 

Mercury  dimes  are  among  the  most  popular  of  all 
20th-century  series.  Our  inventory  includes  nu¬ 
merous  important  pieces,  all  hand-selected  for 
quality.  Among  these  you  will  find  a  rare  1916-D, 
gems  of  the  low-mintage  1921  and  1921-D,  and 
other  desirable  examples. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 69.00 

Key  1916-D  Dime 


1916-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  with 
light  toning.  Some  original  mint  lustre  is  still 
seen  in  protected  areas.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 


men  for  the  grade  of  the  key  issue  in  the 
Mercury  dime  series . 2450.00 

Although  this  represents  the  first  year  of  the  Mercury  design, 
very  few  Denver  Mint  pieces  were  saved  by  the  public.  Why  this 
was  so,  we  do  not  know.  Perhaps  Philadelphia  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  pieces  were  circulated  earlier  in  the  year,  and  satisfied  the 
curiosity  demand.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  1916-D  was  elu¬ 
sive  from  the  very  time  of  issue. 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-64 . 95.00 

1916- S  Mercury.  AU-55 . 79.00 

1917- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  A  superb  specimen . 1495.00 


1917-S  Nearly  Full  Bands.  MS-66  (NGC). 
Brilliant  satiny  surfaces  are  splashed  with  the 
palest  hints  of  rose  and  gold.  Sharply  struck  and 
ever  so  close  to  Full  Bands  quality.  Population 
report  watchers  note  this:  This  is  the  only  coin 
certified  by  NGC  as  MS-66,  with  none  graded 
higher.  Add  this  lustrous  gem  to  your  collec¬ 
tion!  . 1595.00 

1917- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

frosty.  A  gorgeous  coin!  . 475.00 

1919- D  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale 

rose  on  the  obverse.  A  fine  die  crack  connects 
Liberty’s  bust  to  the  rim  at  6:00 . 695.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125.00 

1920- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Not  often  seen  in  this  high 

grade.  A  splendid  coin . 1595.00 

1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
deep  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Elusive  at  this 
grade  level . 595.00 


Gem  1921  Dime  Rarity 


1921  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  well  struck,  of  excellent  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity — and  the  lowest  mintage  issue  of  all  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Mercury  dime  dates.  What  a  great 
combination  of  characteristics,  wrapped  up  in  a 


single  coin! . 4795.00 

1921  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 740.00 


Superb  Gem  1921-D  Dime! 


1921-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  frosty  gem  specimen  of  the  second  low- 
est-mintage  issue  of  all  regular  Mercury  dimes. 
Not  only  was  the  mintage  the  second  smallest  in 
the  series,  but,  in  addition,  1921  was  a  reces¬ 
sion  year  in  the  economy,  and  relatively  few 


coins  were  saved . 4650.00 


1921-D  EF-40 . 495.00 

1921-D  VG-8 . 45.00 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 79.00 


Commemorative  Half  Dollar  Specials 


Exciting  Special  #1 


Exciting  Special  #2 


Why  are  we  calling  this  an  "Exciting”  Special?  It's 
because  we  GUARANTEE  that  once  you  see  the  superb 
gem  MS-64  quality,  first  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC,  and 
then  cherrypicked  by  us,  and  read  Dave  Bowers' 
award-winning  book  (768  pages  with  hundreds 
of  illustrations),  you'll  be  truly  EXCITED! 

We  offer  The  following  four  coins  in  MS-64 
PLUS  the  softbound  edition  of  Dave  Bowers’ 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States-.  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ($39.95) 


We  offer  the  following  three  commemorative  coins 
in  MS-65  PLUS  the  hardbound  edition  of  Dave  Bowers’ 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  ($49.95) 


>  1936  Delaware 

>  1936  Elgin 

>  1936-D  San  Diego 


t>  Retail  Price  $1508.95 
>  Package  Price  $1289.00 


>  1936  Boone 

>  1936  Bridgeport 

>  1936  Elgin 

>  1936  Robinson 


>  Total  Retail  Price  $853.95 

>  Package  Price  $732.00 


Commemorat  ive 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  EM  Yl  LOPEDI 


B\  Q  IVki  fcmer 
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1923- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1924- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 

of  a  scarce  variety . 675.00 

1924-D  AU-55 . 95.00 

1924-D  EF-45 . 49.00 

1926  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1926  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 119.00 

1926-D  EF-45 . 22.00 

1926- S  EF-45 . 250.00 

1927  MS-63 . 49.00 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  of 

exceptional  beauty . 575.00 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1927- D  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant . 115.00 

1928  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 119.00 

1928- S  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant . 725.00 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

preservation . 725.00 

1929  MS-64 . 39.00 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1930- S  MS-64  FB . 149.00 

1931  EF-45 . 14.00 

1931- D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
iridescence.  Popular,  low-mintage  date.  995.00 

1934  MS-64  FB . 29.00 

1935  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1935  MS-63 . 16.00 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1937  MS-65  FB . 39.00 

1937  MS-63 . 16.00 

1937-D  MS-65  FB . 65.00 

1937-D  MS-64  FB . 29.00 

1937- S  MS-65  FB . 115.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC) . 475.00 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC) . 295.00 

1938- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1938-D  MS-63  FB . 19.00 

1939  Proof-64 . 245.00 

1939  MS-60 . 9.00 

1940  Proof-64 . 219.00 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219.00 

1940  Proof-63 . 189.00 

1940- D  MS-64  FB . 22.00 

1941  Proof-64 . 195.00 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Consider  adding  this  to  your 

set.  Wouldn’t  a  gem  Proof  look  nice?  ..  195.00 
1941  Proof-63 . 189.00 

1941- S  MS-65  (NGC) . 29.00 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $22,  or  buy  a  group  of  5 

for . 99.00 

1941-S  MS-63 . 15.00 

1942/1  AU-50 . 435.00 


This  variety  was  popularized  in  1943,  not  long  after  the  time 
of  issue,  but  sufficiently  later  that  virtually  all  had  slipped  into 
circulation,  mostly  in  the  New  York  City  area.  Business  was 
slowed  as  subway  token  sellers  examined  all  of  the  1 942  dimes 
that  came  their  way. 

1942/1  EF-45  (PCGS) . 385.00 

1942  Proof-66  (NGC) . 335.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1942  Proof-64  (NGC) . 195.00 

1942  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1942  MS-64 . 17.00 

1942  MS-64  (NGC) . 19.00 

1942/1-D  AU-55.  Most  original  mint  lustre  still 

remains.  Very  rare  in  high  grade . 995.00 


1942/1-D  VF-25  (NGC) . 325.00 

1942/1-D  F-12 . 285.00 

1942-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 9.00 

1943  AU-58 . 6.00 

1943- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1943-D  MS-64  FSB . 30.00 

1943- D  MS-63  FSB . 22.00 

1944  MS-65  (NGC) . 24.00 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS) . 24.00 

1944  MS-63 . 12.00 

1944  MS-63 . 12.00 

1944  MS-60.  $8,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for  ...  68.00 

1944- D  MS-64.  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for  149.00 

1944-S  MS-66 . 79.00 

1944-S  MS-65  FSB . 35.00 

1944-S  MS-65 . 30.00 

1944-S  MS-64.  $17  each,  or  a  group  of  5  for  75.00 
1944-S  MS-63 . 14.00 

1944- S  MS-60 . 10.00 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  95%  split  bands;  a  whisper 

away  from  the  full  split  bands  category,  but  at 
a  tiny  fraction  of  the  price!  This  coin  has  bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces,  and  will  be  a  great  addi¬ 
tion  to  any  advanced  set . 975.00 

The  1945  dime  is  one  of  the  most  curious  pieces  in  the  series, 
in  that  MS-65  coins  with  indistinct  bands  are  very  common; 
indeed,  we  have  handled  them  by  the  thousands.  However, 
those  with  full  split  bands  are  so  rare  that  we  might  see  one 
every  10  years  or  so! 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12,  or  buy  a  group  of  10  for 
only . 99.00 

1945- D  MS-65  FSB . 35.00 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 30.00 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  10 

for . 150.00 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12,  or  buy  a  group  of  10 

for  only . 99.00 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17,  or  buy  a  group  of  5 

for . 75.00 

1945-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14.00 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

1953-S  MS-63 . 3.00 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

_ i _ 

1875  VF-25 . 140.00 


Gem  1875-CC  20<t 


1875-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  A 
sparkling,  lustrous  gem.  One  of  the  finest  to 
pass  through  our  hands  in  recent  years,  this 
coin  will  delight  the  connoisseur . 7250.00 

This  is  the  only  readily  collectable  Carson  City  coin  of  this 
denomination,  the  1876-CC  being  for  all  practical  purposes 
unobtainable  except  when  great  collections  come  on  the 
market. 


1875-CC  AU-50 . 450.00 

1875-CC  EF-45 . 275.00 

1875-CC  VF-20 . 119.00 


Prooflike  Gem  1875-S  20<t 


1875-S  Full  Cameo  prooflike.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  beautiful  coin  with  mirror  surface  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  Pieces  of  this  quality  are  some¬ 
times  catalogued  as  Proofs,  so  mirrorlike  are 
their  fields.  A  truly  exceptional  specimen  for 

the  specialist  or  type  set  collector . 3995.00 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  of 


this  popular  issue . 1895.00 

1875-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1875-S  VF-20 . 99.00 

1875-S  F-15 . 85.00 

1875-S  G-5 . 49.00 

1876  Proof-61.  Lilac  and  iridescent  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces.  Sharp  and  very  attractive.  Rare 
as  a  Proof  and  as  a  date . 1295.00 


Quarter  Dollars 

Quarter  dollars  in  the  following  listing  include 
quite  a  few  rarities,  “type”  coins,  and  other  issues 
from  the  early  19th  century  to  modern  times. 

Draped  Bust  Quarters 

1804  Browning-1.  VG-10 . 1 195.00 

High-Grade  1805  B-3  25c 


1805  B-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces. 
Above  average  strike.  Exceptionally  high  grade 
for  this  issue,  for  which  typical  preservation  is 
apt  to  be  Fine  or  VF . 3450.00 


1806  B-9.  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing 

specimen  of  the  date  and  variety . 2150.00 

1806/5  B-l.  Overdate.  VG-8 . 240.00 

1807  B-2.  VG-10 . 295.00 

1818/5  B-l.  VF-20 . 345.00 

1821  B-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray.  815.00 

1824  B-l.  VF-30 . 595.00 

1825  B-2.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 975.00 
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An  Interview 
With  Beth  Piper 

Numismatic  Sales  Associate 

Conducted  by  Chris  Karstedt 


eth  Piper  has  been  a  valuable  member  of 
our  staff  for  the  last  nine  years.  She  has 
spent  many  of  those  years  (eight  to  be 
exact)  honing  her  numismatic  skills  in 
our  Auction  Department.  Now  as  a  member  of  our 
Direct  Sales  Department,  she  gets  to  combine  her 
fine  numismatic  talents  with  her  customer  rela¬ 
tions  skills. 

CHRIS:  Why  did  you  choose  a  position 
in  Direct  Sales? 

BETH:  I  love  the  activity!  The  phones  are  al¬ 
ways  ringing,  our  clients  are  so  friendly,  and  the 
challenge  of  finding  the  coins  people  want  makes 
for  a  truly  exciting  day.  Gail  Watson  and  I  work 
closely  together  with  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  clients,  our  Want  List  sales,  and  coin  sales  of 
all  kinds.  There  is  always  something  going  on — 
always  something  new. 

CHRIS:  What  would  you  like  our  clients 
to  know  about  you? 

BETH :  I  really  like  working  with  coins  and  “coin 
people.”  In  recent  years  in  the  Auction  Depart¬ 
ment,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with  some  of 
the  rarest  and  finest  coins  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block,  and  with  clients  from  all  over  the  world. 
Working  directly  with  Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Merena, 
and  the  other  fine  members  of  our  staff  has  pro¬ 
vided  an  educational  background  that  can’t  be 
beat.  Plus,  we  have  very  enthusiastic,  upbeat  people 
on  our  staff,  who  truly  enjoy  their  work.  I  love  the 
coin  hobby  and  from  what  I  can  see,  the  coin 
hobbyists  love  Bowers  and  Merena. 

Just  a  few  days  ago,  I  took  a  call  from  a  client 
who  asked  me,  “Are  you  a  dealer  or  just  a  person?” 
I  answered,  “I’m  just  a  person  who  happens  to 
really  like  working  with  coins!”  We  are  a  friendly 
bunch  here.  I  try  to  work  with  each  client  as  if  they 
lived  right  here  in  Wolfeboro.  I  wouldn’t  recom¬ 
mend  a  purchase  to  my  next  door  neighbor  if  it 
were  not  just  the  right  coin  for  him.  I  consider  all 
our  clients  “neighbors”  in  the  coin  community.  I  try 
to  follow  the  Golden  Rule,  and  to  treat  my  custom¬ 
ers  as  I  myself  would  like  to  be  treated .  I  would  like 
all  of  our  clients  to  get  the  coins  they  want,  in  the 
grades  they  want,  and  at  prices  that  will  be  good 
values. 

I  know  that  we  sell  excellent  quality  coins,  as 


A  Beth  Piper,  Numismatic  Sales  Asso¬ 
ciate  in  our  Direct  Sales  Department, 
looks  forward  to  discussing  your  col¬ 
lecting  interests  and  finding  just  the 
coins  you  need. 


my  customers  keep  coming  back  for  more!  In 
addition,  I  see  first-hand  all  the  time  and  effort 
Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  Dave  Bowers  put 
into  buying  coins.  In  fact,  they  spend  more  time 
buying  coins  than  they  do  selling  them,  as  strange 
as  this  may  seem! 

CHRIS:  Why  should  someone  who  is 
interested  in  coins  do  business  with  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena? 

BETH:  There  are  certain  ispects  of  coin  buying 
that  remain  consistent  regardless  of  the  series  you 
collect,  your  budget,  or  your  numismatic  back¬ 
ground. 

1)  Always  buy  quality.  Quality  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  mean  high  grade;  it  takes  into  consideration 
rarity,  availability,  and  aesthetic  or  visual  appeal. 
Bowers  and  Merena  provides  quality  you  can  count 
on.  In  the  recently  published  Coin  Dealer  Rating 


Guide  we  received  an  “A”  rating.  This  publication 
evaluates  the  accuracy  of  dealer  grading  through 
blind  orders  placed  by  correspondents  located 
throughout  the  United  States.  Not  only  do  we  pride 
ourselves  on  our  grading  accuracy,  but  Bowers  and 
Merena  aesthetic  quality  is  unsurpassed. 

2)  Always  buy  from  someone  you  trust,  a  repu¬ 
table  coin  firm  that  guarantees  its  merchandise. 
YOU,  as  a  buyer,  should  always  be  the  final  judge. 
Dave  Bowers  has  been  in  the  coin  business  since 
1953.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  one  of  the  most 
financially  secure  coin  businesses  operating  today. 

CHRIS:  In  closing,  is  there  anything  else 
you  would  like  to  pass  along  to  our  read¬ 
ers? 

BETH:  I  would  like  to  extend  an  invitation  to  all 
of  our  readers  who  are  not  currently  members  of 
our  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Give  the  CPP  a 
try.  Whether  you  are  an  expert  numismatist  or  a 
novice,  let  us  do  the  work  for  you.  It  is  absolutely 
risk-free  for  you.  We’re  sure  you’ll  find  the  coins 
you  receive  to  be  of  the  quality  you  desire  at  prices 
that  will  make  you  happy!  As  always,  you  are  still 
the  final  judge  and  can  return  any  purchase  with  a 
100%  money-back  guarantee.  You  can  withdraw  at 
any  time  without  obligation  or  penalty.  I  person¬ 
ally  have  several  new  clients  working  on  complet¬ 
ing  collections  of  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars. 
This  series  offers  some  fabulous  values  in  today’s 
market  and  is  a  great  “first”  or  “second”  collecting 
interest.  In  fact,  I  would  be  delighted  to  send  any 
new  clients  who  start  a  CPP  collection  of  these 
beautiful  half  dollars  a  complimentary  copy  of 
Bruce  Fox’s  The  Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty 
Half  Dollars. 

Also,  I  would  like  our  readers  to  feel  free  to  call 
me  with  their  coin  requests  and  questions.  I  look 
forward  to  meeting  our  clients  and  serving  their 
numismatic  needs  for  many  years  to  come. 


American 

Express* 


Telephone 

Your 

Order! 


See  something  of  interest?  Call  now 
toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 
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1828  B-l.  EF-45 . 895.00 

1831  B-5.  VF-25 . 99.00 

First  year  of  the  reduced-diameter  Capped  Bust  type. 

1834  B-l.  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  Much 

original  mint  lustre  is  still  visible . 675.00 

1836  B-2.  EF-40 . 240.00 

1836  B-4.  Rarity-7.  EF-45.  An  impressive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  exceedingly  rare  die  variety.  It  is 
believed  that  fewer  than  a  dozen  exist  in  all 
grades  combined . 895.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


1841  F-12. 


75.00 


1841-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  some  gray  toning  around  the  rims.  New 
Orleans  silver  coins  of  this  era  are  difficult  to 


find  in  Mint  State . 1450.00 

1850  MS-63 . 1395.00 

1850  VF-30 . 79.00 

1853/4  Breen-3991.  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45.  525.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-30 . 65.00 

1861  MS-60 . 299.00 

1861  EF-45 . 69.00 

1862  AU-50 . 135.00 

1864  VF-30 . 149.00 

1873  With  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  .1095.00 
1875-CC  F-12 . 210.00 


1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  light  toning.  Boldly  struck . 1550.00 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  silver  just  past  the  height  of 
Nevada’s  boom  times. 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  deeply  frosty 
fields . 1550.00 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 750.00 

1878- CC  EF-45 . 160.00 

1890AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  Nearly  all  lustre 

is  present.  Scarce  date  in  all  grades.  ...395.00 

1891  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Last  year  of  the 

Liberty  Seated  design . 1250.00 

1891  MS-61  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1891-S  AU-50 . 129.00 


Barber  Quarters 


1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Dazzling,  brilliant  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  The  reverse  would  probably  grade  MS- 

661  . 1995.00 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Barber  design.  Ideal  for  a  type 

. 850.00 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179.00 


1892  AU-55  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1 892-0  MS-63.  Light  gray  toning  over  deeply  frosty 

surfaces . 475.00 

1893  AU-55 . 165.00 

1895  AU-50 . 135.00 

1896  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem 

with  delicate  golden  token.  Only  762  Proofs 
were  minted.  An  aesthetic  treat  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 1495.00 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  The  re¬ 
verse,  if  graded  separately,  would  be  an  easy 
MS-63 . 265.00 

1897- 0  VF-30.  Scarce  variety . 235.00 

1898  AU-55 . 149.00 

1898- S  EF-45 . 115.00 

1900- S  AU-50 . 135.00 

1901- S  G-7.  Light  gray  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 

men  at  this  grade  level  of  the  great  rarity  in  the 
Barber  quarter  series . 1695.00 

1902  AU-50 . 135.00 

1903-S  EF-40 . 99.00 

1904  MS-64  (NGC) . 825.00 

1905  AU-55 . 149.00 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1908  AU-50 . 135.00 

1909  MS-60 . 185.00 

1912  AU-55 . 165.00 

1912  AU-50 . 135.00 


1913-S  F-12  (PCGS) .  The  lowest-mintage  issue  in 
the  Barber  quarter  series;  just  40,000  were 


struck.  Rare  in  all  grades . 1695.00 

1914  AU-55 . 149.00 


1915  Proof-63.  Beautiful  light  lilac  toning.  One  of 
only  450  Proofs  struck,  the  second  lowest  mint¬ 
age  since  the  1850s!  You’ll  find  this  coin  to  be 


an  exceptional  buy! . 995.00 

1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 

Ideally  suited  fora  high-grade  type  set.  875.00 
1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 825.00 

1915  EF-45 . 95.00 

1915- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 259.00 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC) . 875.00 

1916-D  Barber.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1916-D  MS-62 . 295.00 

1916-D  AU-55 . 149.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


1916  EF-45 . 2795.00 

1917-Type  I  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  One  of  America’s 
most  beautiful  coin  designs . 1295.00 


1917-Type  I  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  Full  Head,  al¬ 
though  not  mentioned  on  the  holder.  .475.00 


1917-Type  I  MS-64  FH  (NGC) . 475.00 

1917-S  Type  I  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1917  Type  II.  AU-58 . 89.00 

1917-D  Type  II  MS-65  (NGC).  Underpriced,  in 
our  opinion.  This  brilliant,  frosty  gem  is  one  of 

the  nicest  we’ve  ever  had . 1350.00 

1917-D  Type  II  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Outstanding . 550.00 


1917-D  Type  II  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Delicate 
golden  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces. 
Quite  elusive  in  this  high  grade  level  and,  even 
more  important,  with  such  an  excellent  aes¬ 


thetic  appeal . 2350.00 

1917- D  Type  II.  AU-50 . 135.00 

1918- D  EF-45 . 110.00 


Notable  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  Overdate.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 
brilliant,  frosty  coin  with  most  original  mint 
lustre  still  remaining.  One  of  the  nicest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
The  1918/7-S  is  the  ultimate  rarity  of  the 
Standing  Liberty  series . 8795.00 

The  rarity  of  this  issue  in  high  grades  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  generally  (if  not  completely)  unknown  to  the  numismatic 
fraternity  until  the  late  1930s,  by  which  time  virtually  all  had 
slipped  into  circulation  unnoticed.  Even  then,  the  overdate  was 
not  in  the  mainstream  of  collecting,  and  albums  produced  over 
the  next  several  decades  were  apt  to  omit  the  variety.  In  recent 
times,  the  writings  of  J.H.  Cline  (in  particular),  Walter  H. 
Breen,  and  others,  and  the  existence  of  the  Standing  Liberty 
Quarter  Society  have  served  to  focus  interest  and  attention  on 
the  series  and  this  particular  variety. 


1918/7-S  Overdate.  F-15 . 1695.00 

1918/7-S  Overdate.  VG-8  (PCGS).  ...1495.00 

1918-S  AU-55 . 149.00 

1918- S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1919  MS-64  FH  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1919  AU-50 . 110.00 

1919- S  VF-20 . 215.00 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 265.00 

1920  AU-50  FH . 115.00 

1920- D  VF-35  (NGC) . 99.00 

1920-S  AU-58 . 115.00 

1920-S  90%  Full  Head.  AU-50 . 195.00 

1920-S  EF-40  (NGC) . 59.00 

1920-S  VF-20  (NGC) . 39.00 

1921  EF-45 . 295.00 

1921  VF-25 . 175.00 

1923  AU-58  (NGC) . 99.00 

1923- S  EF-40 . 395.00 

1924- D  90%  Full  Head.  MS-64  (NGC) . 775.00 

1924-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 245.00 
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1924-S  VF-30  (NGC) . 45.00 

1924-S  VF-25  (NGC) . 39.00 

1926-D  75%  Full  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  nice 

candidate  for  a  type  set . 450.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  ...350.00 
1926-S  90%  Full  Head.  MS-63 . 995.00 

The  1926-S  quarter  in  this  grade  is  much  scarcer  than  most 
people  realize  and  than  the  market  reflects.  It  is  at  least  100 
times  rarer  than  an  equivalent  1926-D! 

1926-S  AU-55 . 219.00 

1926-S  90%  Full  Head.  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  very 
lustrous.  Very  close  to  full  Mint  State.  In  this 

grade  the  1926-S  is  very  elusive . 275.00 

1928-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1928-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525.00 

1928- S  Full  Head.  AU-55 . 115.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1929- D  MS-63 . 185.00 

1929-D  AU-55 . 79.00 

1929-S  MS-64  FH  (PCGS) . 450.00 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 240.00 


1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply 
frosty.  Delicate,  light  toning.  Certainly  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence  of  this,  the  last  date  in  the 


series . 2195.00 

1930  MS-65  FH  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1930  MS-64  FH  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1930  MS-63  FH . 210.00 


Washington  Quarters 

Building  a  set  of  Washington  quarters?  Make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters 
for  quality  and  value! 

Mint  State  Washington  25<t  Set 
1932-1964 Washington.  Complete  Set-84  Pcs. 
MS-63.  Contains  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark 
of  the  early  silver  series  1932  to  1964.  In  plastic 
display  holders.  Includes,  of  course,  the  scarce 
1932-D,  1932-S,  and  1936-D,  all  MS-63  or  finer. 
All  are  brilliant  and  attractive.  A  hand-picked  set 


purchased  by  Dave  Bowers . 3350.00 

1932  MS-63 . 32.00 

1932-D  MS-63  (NGC) . 950.00 


Subscribe! 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  then  we  invite  you  to  jump  aboard  the 
bandwagon.  Subscribe!  Our  reasonable  rates, 
given  on  page  1  of  this  issue,  are  far  less  than  it 
costs  us  to  create,  produce,  and  deliver  each 
issue  to  you.  And,  what  a  wealth  of  information 
each  issue  holds — desirable  coins  for  sale,  in¬ 
teresting  articles,  research  information,  you 
name  it.  Many  more  great  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  are  being  planned — so  subscribe 
now  and  you  won’t  miss  a  single  one! 


Gem  1932-S  Quarter 


1932-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  coin  is  a  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  with  attractive  light  toning.  It  will 
be  the  centerpiece  of  your  collection!  3995.00 

We  believe  that  in  MS-65  grade,  and  of  excellent  aesthetic 
appeal,  the  1932-D  and  1932-S  quarters  are  much  more  elusive 


than  is  generally  recognized. 

1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 745.00 

1932-S  MS-63 . 525.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1932-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 350.00 

1934  MS-65  (NGC) . 95.00 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1934  MS-64 . 42.00 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS) . 42.00 

1934  MS-63  (NGC) . 39.00 

1934  AU-58 . 14.00 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1935  MS-63  (NGC) . 35.00 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 695.00 

Only  3,837  Proofs  were  struck;  this  is  the  lowest  mintage 
regular  Proof  U.S.  coin  from  1936  to  date. 

1936  MS-65 . 75.00 

1936  MS-65  (NGC) . 75.00 

1936  MS-64 . 32.00 

1936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  some  light 
golden  toning  flecks.  Key  issue  (in  Mint  State) 
among  coins  of  its  era . 540.00 


The  numismatic  community  was  preoccupied  with  the  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  boom,  and  regular  issue  coins  such  as 
the  1936-D  quarter  were  overlooked.  Later,  it  was  discovered 
that  few  specimens  of  the  1936-D  had  been  set  aside,  and  in 
Mint  State  the  issue  became  recognized  as  rare. 


1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 540.00 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade.450.00 

1936-D  EF-40 . 36.00 

1936-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 345.00 

1936- S  MS-63 . 65.00 

1937  MS-64 . 42.00 

1937  MS-63 . 29.00 

1937- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 395.00 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 465.00 

1937- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Low-mintage  issue.  190.00 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC) . 550.00 

1938- S  MS-66  (NGC) . 250.00 

1938-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 140.00 

1938- S  MS-64 . 89.00 

1939  MS-64  (NGC) . 39.00 

1939- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 235.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 85.00 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  We  just  bought  a  sparkling 

little  group.  Buy  one  coin  for . 85.00 

1939-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 275.00 

1939- S  MS-63 . 59.00 

1940  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1940- D  MS-66  (NGC) . 275.00 

1940- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 99.00 

1941  Proof-64 . 69.00 

1941  MS-66  (NGC) . 65.00 

1941- S  MS-63 . 23.00 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC) . 115.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 60.00 


1942  Proof-62  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1942  MS-66  (NGC) . 65.00 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1942- S  MS-63 . 79.00 

1943- D  MS-65 . 29.00 

1943-D  MS-64 . 25.00 

1943-S  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  beautiful.  The  doubling  of  the  obverse 

features  is  very  pronounced . 1095.00 

1943-S  MS-64 . 32.00 

1943- S  MS-63 . 32.00 

1944- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16.00 

1944- S  MS-66  (NGC) . 70.00 

1945- S  MS-64 . 12.00 

1947  MS-63 . 8.00 

1949-D  MS-64 . 26.00 

1952-S  MS-67  (NGC) . 95.00 

1953  Proof-63 . 22.00 

1953  MS-63 . 6.00 

1954  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 40.00 

1956  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1959  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1979-S  Proof-65 . 2.00 


Half  Dollars 

We  offer  a  wide  selection  of  half  dollars  of  nearly 
every  type,  from  Flowing  Hair  issues  of  the  1790s  to 
the  present  era.  Along  the  way  many  scarce  and  rare 
issues  are  presented,  along  with  popular  “type”  coins. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  Overton-107a.  G-4  (NGC).  Light  gray  toning. 
A  nice  coin  for  the  specialist  or  type  set  collec¬ 
tor . 550.00 


Mail  Service  in  Leadville 

In  Leadville,  Colorado  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  mines  were  flourishing,  and  the  place 
was  a  boom  town.  A  1 905  story  in  the  Kansas 
City  Star  related  the  following: 

“A  large  post  office  business  was  done  in 
Leadville  in  that  time.  The  postmaster  was  an 
old  German.  The  great  number  of  incoming 
gold  seekers  increased  the  amount  of  mail  until 
the  postmaster  became  unable  to  handle  it.  He 
then  dumped  the  mail  in  the  middle  of  the  floor, 
and  everybody  came  in  and  went  through  it, 
taking  one’s  own  letters  and  papers.  The  stack 
of  mail  was  sometimes  four  and  five  feet  high, 
and  15  or  20  men  were  always  gathered  around 
it.  Perfect  order  prevailed,  and  no  one  took  any 
mail  except  his  own. 

“A  government  detective  happened  around 
one  day  and  told  the  postmaster  that  he 
would  have  to  discontinue  this  free-for-all 
method  of  handling  the  mail.  The  old  man  got 
mad,  and  summoning  the  patrons  of  the  of¬ 
fice,  they  tarred  and  feathered  the  detective 
and  rode  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail.  It  was  a 
long  time  before  the  post  office  was  run 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  department,  but 
there  was  never  a  complaint  against  the  old 
German  postmaster.” 
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My  Years  With 

t/ 

Empire  Coin  Co. 

“ Good ,  old-fashioned  hard  work ” 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


he  year  1958  will  always  be  outstanding 
in  my  memory.  This  was  the  year  that  Jim 
Ruddy  and  I  formed  Empire  Coin  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  Until  then,  Jim  and  I  were  each 
independently  in  the  rare  coin  business,  Jim  con¬ 
ducting  the  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  in  Johnson 
City,  New  York,  and  I  the  Bowers  Coin  Company,  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

Several  years  earlier  I  met  Jim  for  the  first  time 
when  he  came  to  my  home  at  64  Yeager  Avenue, 
Forty  Fort,  Pennsylvania,  next  door  to  his  home¬ 
town  of  Kingston  (where  he  was  born  and  where  he 
lived  as  a  child,  later  moving  to  Johnson  City). 

At  the  time — and  this  was  in  the  early  1950s — 
I  conducted  business  from  my  home,  while  my 
mailing  address  was  203  Second  National  Bank 
Building,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  where  my 
father,  Quentin  H.  Bowers,  maintained  a  structural 
engineering  business  with  perhaps  a  half  dozen 
employees.  At  the  time  he  primarily  concentrated 
on  industrial  buildings,  state  buildings,  and 
schools.  His  clients  were  architects  who  had 
various  contracts  with  businesses  and  govern¬ 
ment  agencies.  Each  day  my  father  would  bring 
home  my  mail. 

Jim,  whose  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  in 
Johnson  City  was  about  a  two-hour  drive  to  the 
north,  had  come  to  Kingston  on  this  particular  day 
in  the  early  1950s  to  visit  his  parents.  Seeking 
coins  for  his  inventory,  he  decided  to  pay  a  call  on 
me.  In  anticipation  of  this  I  took  my  coin  stock 
from  the  bank  and  was  ready  for  his  arrival.  We 
spent  the  best  part  of  an  afternoon  talking  coins 
and  buying  and  selling  a  few  things.  We  became 
firm  friends. 


Loosely-constructed  partnership 

Over  the  next  several  years  we  visited  back  and 
forth.  In  1956,  when  he  was  given  the  Claude 
Collier  Collection  to  sell  at  auction,  I  visited  him  in 
Johnson  City  to  preview  the  numismatic  treasures 
it  contained,  among  which  was  a  superb 
Uncirculated  1851  original  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar.  In  the  summer  of  1957,  while  I  was  still  a 
student  at  Penn  State,  I  stayed  at  his  home  for  much 
of  July  and  August.  We  formed  a  loosely-con¬ 
structed  partnership  known  as  the  Penn-New  York 
Auction  Company,  and  conducted  what  proved  to 
be  a  very  successful  mail  bid  sale.  I  did  the  cata¬ 


loguing  of  the  sale — the  first  auction  in  my  ca¬ 
reer — while  Jim  supervised  the  gathering  of  con¬ 
signments,  the  receiving  of  bids,  and  the  settling  of 
customer  accounts.  I  wrote  the  advertising  and 
publicity. 

We  had  grand  visions  that  this  would  be  just  the 
first  of  dozens  of  such  sales  Penn-New  York  would 
conduct,  but  as  it  turned  out  it  was  the  only  one. 

Later  in  the  same  year,  Jim  Ruddy  told  me  he 
planned  to  attend  Stack’s  sale  of  the  “Empire 
Collection,”  the  cabinet  of  Charles  Cass,  although 
it  was  not  specifically  identified  as  such  at  the  time. 
The  collection  had  a  number  of  rarities,  among 
which  was  a  very  nice  1894-S  dime.  I  gave  Jim  a 
commission  bid  of  $4,750,  and  he  captured  it  for 
this  amount — paying  my  top  bid.  News  of  Jim 
paying  thousands  of  dollars  for  what  most 
people,  other  than  numisma- 


▲  The  first  issue  of 
Empire  Topics,  May-June  1958, 
issued  by  the  Empire  Coin  Company. 


tists,  would  consider  to  be  “an  ordinary  dime” 
captured  the  imagination  of  the  wire  services,  and 
before  long  news  of  this  seemingly  fantastic  expen¬ 
diture  was  circulated  in  newspapers  all  across  the 
United  States.  My  name  was  attached  as  buyer,  and 
my  address,  for  I  received  something  like  6,000 
letters!  When  letters  and  cards  first  came  in,  I 
endeavored  to  answer  each  one  individually,  but  1 
soon  found  that  this  was  impractical .  I  bought  from 
Lee  F.  Hewitt  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine  a  supply  of  his  coin-buying  guides,  which 
listed  prices  dealers  paid,  and,  if  memory  serves, 
had  my  name  imprinted  on  the  cover.  I  don’t  recall 
much  more  about  it,  and  I  do  not  have  one  of  these 
on  hand  today.  Seizing  what  I  thought  was  a 
business  opportunity,  I  sent  back  a  postcard  to 
each  person  sending  in  a  letter,  stating  that  for  $1 
I  would  send  them  a  coin  buying  guide.  I  don’t 
remember  what  happened  other  than  the  fact  that 
probably  several  hundred  or  more  of  these  little 
booklets  were  sold. 

No  one  else  had  a  rare  1894-S  dime,  but  just 
about  everything  else  was  offered — none  of  it 
valuable.  “I  don’t  have  an  1894-S  dime  such  as  I 
read  about,  but  I  do  have  a  dime  dated  1893.  Is  this 
worth  as  much?” 

“I  don’t  have  an  1894  dime  worth  $4,750,  but 
I  do  have  an  1894  half  dollar  which  I  am  sure  is 
worth  even  more.” 

You  get  the  idea. 

Doing  business 

By  the  time  Jim  and  I  cooperated  in  the  buying 
of  the  1894-S  dime  we  had  been  doing  business  for 
several  years  and  had  been  involved  in  many 
transactions.  One  of  our  next  meetings  in  person 
was  at  either  a  convention  in  New  York  City  or  one 
of  Stack’s  auctions.  After  the  event,  convention  or 
auction,  I  forget  which — we  were  spending  an 
evening  in  the  Mermaid  Room,  which  used  to  be 
the  bar  of  the  old  Park  Sheraton  Hotel.  Neither  Jim 
nor  I  were  drinkers — indeed,  I  was  not  of  legal  age 
yet,  for  you  had  to  be  21  and  I  was  just  19 — but  it 
was  a  convenient  place  to  talk  and  to  get  a  bite  to 
eat.  In  the  center  of  the  room  was  a  large  revolving 
platform  with  a  plaster  figure  of  a  mermaid  holding 
a  net,  and  a  nearby  piano — a  stage  arrangement  for 
entertainment  at  night. 

Jim  and  I  talked  over  the  various  cooperative 
ventures  we  had  had  in  the  past,  including  our 
successful  Penn-New  York  Auction  the  preceding 
summer,  and  decided  to  toss  our  hats  in  the  same 
ring  and  form  a  business  partnership.  We  ex¬ 
plored  different  names,  and  I  remember  that 

Continental  Coin  Company  came  up,  and  I  think 

a  contrived  name  such  as  the  Raymond  Scott 

Company,  a  combination  of  the  names  of  Wayte 
Raymond  and  J.W.  Scott,  two  prominent  fig¬ 
ures  from  the  past,  was  also  considered.  In  the 
end,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.  was  decided 
upon,  for  the  business  was  to  be  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Jim’s  office  in  Johnson  City,  New 
York,  and  New  York  was  known  as  the 
Empire  State.  Empire  Coin  Company  it  was, 
and  we  soon  issued  announcements  to  the  numis¬ 
matic  fraternity. 

At  first,  Empire  Coin  Company  was  located  at 
257  Main  Street  in  a  second-floor  office  up  a  flight 
of  wooden  stairs.  This  was  where  Jim  had  con¬ 
ducted  the  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  for  several 
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years,  having  moved  it  from  his  home  at  25  Spruce 
Street,  Johnson  City,  when  he  decided  to  make 
coin  dealing  a  full-time  vocation.  Before  long  we 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  rent,  then  buy  the 
Rawlins  Building  across  the  street  owned  by  Harold 
Rawlins  and  used  for  years  as  a  dry  goods  store. 

We  thought  it  would  be  good  to  issue  a  newslet¬ 
ter,  or  at  least  I  thought  it  was  a  good  idea  and  Jim 
agreed.  In  general,  I  did  the  publications  and 
advertising  and  Jim  handled  the  business  end  of 
our  firm.  The  result  was  Empire  Topics,  issue  No.  1, 
May-June  1958. 

The  first  page  contained  this  announcement: 
“Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  was  formed  on  April 
1,  1958  by  James  F.  Ruddy  and  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  and  Bowers  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  were  combined  to  form  the  new  company. 
Perhaps  a  brief  history  of  the  two  combining  com¬ 
panies  would  be  of  interest. 

“Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  was  formed  in 
1953  by  James  F.  Ruddy.  Jim  specialized  in  early 
American  coins  at  first,  but  soon  widened  his 
operations  to  include  the  entire  United  States  se¬ 
ries  as  well  as  a  complete  offering  of  numismatic 
supplies.  Advertising  on  a  nationwide  basis  was 
started,  and  soon  several  thousand  customers  were 
being  served.  In  the  early  part  of  1956  the  company 
moved  to  an  office  in  downtown  Johnson  City, 
New  York.  The  addition  of  a  secretarial  staff  made 
possible  an  increased  sales  volume.  In  the  years 
since  1953  ever  increasing  sales  and  a  growing  list 
of  customers  made  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  one 
of  America’s  foremost  coin  companies. 

Great  numismatic  rarities 

“Bowers  Coin  Company  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 
was  formed  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Dave  specialized 
from  the  beginning  in  choice  United  States  coins. 
Like  Jim,  Dave  soon  established  a  mailing  list  of 
several  thousand  customers.  Since  1954  Dave  has 
done  a  considerable  amount  of  numismatic  re¬ 
search  and  has  ha  ndled  most  of  the  great  American 
numismatic  rarities. 

“Dave  and  Jim  first  combined  their  efforts  in  the 
summer  of  1957.  Their  Penn-New  York  auction 
attracted  wide  attention  and  was  an  outstanding 
success.  Realizing  that  a  combination  of  their  two 
companies  would  result  in  a  complete  numismatic 
service  for  collectors,  steps  in  this  direction  were 
taken  in  late  1957  and  early  this  year.  Empire  Coin 
Company  was  incorporated  on  the  first  of  April, 
1958.  The  combination  of  facilities,  numismatic 
knowledge,  reference  libraries,  and  customer  mail¬ 
ing  lists  made  possible  a  complete  numismatic 
service. 

“The  location  of  the  Empire  Coin  Company  is 
252  Main  Street,  Johnson  City,  New  York.  On  June 
1st  this  office  will  be  opened  to  the  public  for  over- 
the-counter  business.  Our  new  office  is  a  large 
modern  office  suite  overlooking  Main  Street  in 
Johnson  City.  The  new  offices  include  coin  exhibits 
and  display  counters. 

“For  your  convenience  our  supplies  department 
will  feature  a  complete  line  of  reference  books, 
folders,  coin  boards,  and  plastic  holders. 

“A  large  reference  library,  extensive  numis¬ 
matic  notes,  and  complete  photographic  equip¬ 
ment  and  facilities  form  our  research  department. 
The  research  department  will  assist  in  the  scientific 
preparation  of  auction  catalogues,  the  preparation 


of  Empire  Topics,  and  the  answering  of  customer 
inquiries. 

“Our  secretarial  staff  will  permit  the  rapid  pro¬ 
cessing  of  orders  and  inquiries.  Fast  air-mail  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  provided. 

“Avail  yourself  of  the  services  offered  by  Empire 
Coin  Company. 

“•  Large  stock  of  U.S.  coins  constantly  main¬ 
tained. 

“•  Complete  line  of  numismatic  supplies. 

“•  Large  research  and  reference  facilities 

“Empire  Topics  will  be  distributed  free  to  all 
customers  on  our  mailing  list.  It  will  be  published 
at  frequent  intervals  during  the  year.  Each  issue 
will  feature  a  large  selection  of  coins  from  our  stock 
as  well  as  coins  consigned  to  us.  The  ‘From  Our 
Research  Department’  will  keep  you  up  to  date  on 
the  latest  numismatic  discoveries.  Interesting  con¬ 
vention  notes,  comments,  and  other  items  of  gen¬ 
eral  interest  will  be  in  each  Empire  Topics  issue. 

“In  addition  to  Empire  Topics,  auction  catalogs 
will  be  published  from  time  to  time.  These  will  be 
distributed  free  to  our  mailing  list. 

“Be  sure  to  stop  at  the  Empire  Coin  Company 
bourse  table  at  all  of  the  large  regional  and  national 
conventions.  We  will  look  forward  to  meeting  you. 
An  invitation  is  extended  also  to  visit  our  office 
whenever  you  are  in  the  New  York  State  area. 

“Your  comments  and  inquiries  concerning  Em¬ 
pire  Topics  or  any  of  our  other  services  are  invited.” 

In  recently  reviewing  a  copy  of  the  first  issue  of 
Empire  Topics  I  was  struck  by  changes  not  only  in 
the  appearance  of  Jim  Ruddy  and  myself  as  shown 
on  the  front  page,  but  what  we  were  doing.  Jim  had 
his  fingers  on  the  keyboard  of  a  large  and  quite 
clumsy  electric  adding  machine,  probably  never 
dreaming  that  years  later  such  things  would  be 
considered  antiques  and  could  be  replaced  by  far 
faster  and  more  versatile  machines  that  could  be 
carried  in  one’s  pocket.  I  was  shown  with  a  refer¬ 
ence  book  open  and  holding  in  my  hands  a  Ray¬ 
mond  “National”  cardboard  album  page,  probably 
for  half  dollars.  Alas,  “National”  pages  today  are 
like  dinosaurs,  they  no  longer  exist.  However,  in 
1958,  they  were  state  of  the  art  and  were  very 
popular. 

The  May-June  1958  listing  started  off  with 
colonial  coins,  with  a  preface  stating  that  these  “are 
one  of  the  most  fascinating,  and  one  of  the  most 
neglected  series  of  American  coins.”  I  told  readers 
that  the  series  was  dramatically  underpriced  in 
comparison  to  federal  coinage,  and,  for  example, 
“a  collection  of  several  hundred  different  state 
coins  of  Connecticut  can  be  obtained  for  under  $  1 0 
per  coin.”  I  further  recommended  that  anyone 
interested  secure  a  copy  of  Early  Coins  of  America, 
by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  which  was  bound  to  be 
interesting  reading. 

A  small  hoard 

At  the  time  I  had  a  fascination  with  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Vermont,  and  other  coins  minted  at  Machin’s 
Mills  in  Newburgh,  New  York.  We  had  amassed  a 
small  hoard  of  1787  Small  Head  Facing  Right 
coins,  Miller  variety  1.1-W.  “We  have  a  number  of 
coins  and  offer  them  for  $12.50  VG  and  $20  Fine,” 
I  said. 

At  Empire  Coin  Company  Jim  and  I  made  a 
point  of  buying  colonial  coins  whenever  we  could 
find  them.  This  was  in  an  era  in  which  relatively 


few  other  dealers  were  even  interested  in  the 
series.  I  do  not  recall  whether  Richard  Picker  was 
coin  dealing  full  time,  but  if  Richard  was  not  yet  on 
the  scene,  then  there  were  no  other  dealer  special¬ 
ists.  Competition  was  light,  and  whenever  we 
would  go  to  a  convention  dealers  were  happy  to 
“unload”  such  coins  on  us. 

At  the  same  time  I  was  putting  together  a 
collection  of  Connecticut  coppers  by  die  varieties. 
Morton  Stack  gave  me  the  run  of  his  stock  of  these, 
most  of  which  were  in  paper  envelopes  in  an  old 
drawer,  and  marked  with  irrelevant  prices  such  as 
“50(t”  and  a  “$1.”  “The  prices  don’t  mean  any¬ 
thing — they  were  put  there  years  ago,”  Morton  told 
me.  “Pick  out  what  you  want  and  I’ll  price  them  for 
you.”  I  did  this,  and  I  was  rewarded  by  buying 
several  dozen  coins  I  needed. 

Similarly,  Art  Kagin,  who  was  doing  business  as 
Hollinbeck  Coin  Company  with  his  brother  Paul  in 
Des  Moines,  responded  to  my  interest  in  Connecti¬ 
cut  coppers  and  sent  me  a  large  shipment  of  them, 
again  in  paper  envelopes  (the  only  way  coins  were 
housed  individually  at  the  time),  with  Art’s  asking 
prices  penciled  on  each.  I  recall  that  most  of  the 
pieces  were  priced  at  $3  to  $6  each,  which  was 
about  the  going  rate  for  an  average  1787  Draped 
Bust  Left  style  (a  common  type). 

Minute  gradations 

In  the  same  issue  of  Empire  Topics  No.  1,  I  see 
advertised  for  sale  an  1842  Second  Restrike  half 
cent  described  as  “Proof’  and  offered  for  $150. 
Back  then  a  coin  was  either  a  Proof  or  it  wasn’t. 
Assigning  grading  numbers  to  half  cents  or  any 
other  coins  other  than  early  large  cents  was  not 
done  by  anyone,  nor  were  minute  gradations  in 
effect.  If  someone  had  a  particularly  dazzling  Proof 
it  might  be  called  a  “gem,”  but  then  only  sparingly. 
Today  what  we  would  call  a  Proof-65  coin  would 
simply  be  called  “Proof’  and  nothing  further.  As 
another  example,  later  on  in  the  same  listing  an 
offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  offers  a  dozen 
or  more  coins,  simply  described  as  Proof.  As  I  recall, 
each  one  was  very  choice.  Sample  Proof  nickel 
three-cent  piece  prices:  1869  $17.50,  1872  $20, 
1873  $15,  1878  $47.50,  1879  $9.50,  1880  $9.50, 
1881  $9,  1882  $9,  1883  $8,  1885  $9.50,  1887/6 
overdate  $57.50,  and  1888  $9. 

Today  in  1993,  you  as  a  reader  might  think  we 
were  giving  away  unbelievable  bargains  back  in 
1958.  However,  at  the  time  a  price  such  as  $8  for 
a  Proof  1883  nickel  three-cent  piece  was  the  mar¬ 
ket  value.  On  a  wholesale  basis  I  could  buy  them 
for,  say,  $5  or  $6  each,  and  on  a  retail  basis  at  $8 
they  found  willing  buyers.  No  one  ever  dreamed 
that  during  the  market  peak  of  1989  a  Proof-65 
coin  such  as  this  would  be  worth  several  thousand 
dollars! 

Jim  and  I  always  felt  that  coins  were  a  good 
investment,  however,  and  from  the  very  beginning 
we  preached  that  the  smartest  way  to  buy  coins  was 
to  form  a  collection.  Both  of  us  knew  firsthand  the 
joys  of  assembling  a  fine  collection  of  coins,  for  Jim 
specialized  in  half  cents,  later  turning  his  interest 
to  New  Jersey  coppers,  while  I  played  around  with 
Connecticut,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts  coppers 
of  the  1785-1788  era. 

Among  large  cents  in  our  1958  catalogue  one 
could  buy  a  1799/8  overdate  in  VG  to  Fine  grade, 
described  as  “very  rare,”  for  $195,  an  1804  original 
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in  Very  Fine  preservation  for  precisely  the  same 
price,  and  an  1804  restrike  for  $45.  An  1851  large 
cent  described  as  red  Uncirculated,  probably  today’s 
equivalent  ot  MS-64  or  MS-65,  a  “new  variety  not 
in  Newcomb,"  could  have  been  yours  for  $20,  while 
an  1855  Proof  with  “glittering  iridescent  purple 
toning,  perfect  except  for  two  small  pinpoint  im¬ 
perfections  in  the  left  obverse  field,”  undoubtedly 
found  a  new  buyer  at  the  price  asked  of  $145. 

Among  Indian  cents,  an  1877  in  Good  preserva¬ 
tion  cost  $25,  a  Brilliant  Uncirculated  1908-S  cost 
$25,  and  a  1909-S  “Gem  Uncirculated,  prooflike 
surface” — it  really  must  have  been  a  dazzling 
beauty! — could  be  bought  for  $85.  This  may  have 
been  one  of  a  group  of  such  pieces  I  purchased  a 
few  years  earlier  from  B.  Max  Mehl  who  charged 
me  $10  each  for  them  when  they  were  worth,  say, 
$30  each.  I  found  these  listed  in  one  of  his  cata¬ 
logues,  telephoned  him  in  Fort  Worth,  and  he  told 
me  that  I  could  have  them  for  $10  each,  even 
though  they  were  worth  considerably  more  than 
that,  because  he  liked  the  style  of  my  catalogues 
and  advertisements.  I  was  very  flattered  to  hear 
this  at  the  time,  from  the  gentleman  considered  to 
be  the  grand  master  of  American  numismatics. 

The  most  popular  U.S.  coin 

In  the  same  1958  catalogue  a  1909-S  V.D.B. 
cent  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated  was  listed 
for  $67.50.  By  any  measure,  this  was  far  and  away 
the  most  popular  single  United  States  coin  issue  at 
the  time.  Everybody  but  everybody  just  had  to  own 
a  1909-S  V.D.B.  cent.  Those  who  could  afford  it 
shelled  out  $67.50  for  what  was  probably  the 
ultimate  grade,  a  coin  which  today  would  be  called 
MS-65,  or  perhaps  they  would  pay  $10  to  $20  for 
a  worn  piece.  This  was  quite  a  jump  from  when  I 
first  started  collecting  and  dealing  in  coins.  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  sold  my  first  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B. 
cent  at  about  $20  in  1953  or  1954.  There  was  a 
time  when  Jim  Ruddy  and  I  received  so  many 
orders  for  this  particular  variety  that  we  stopped 
listing  it  in  our  catalogues  unless  we  had  a  dozen  or 
two  pieces  in  stock.  It  wasn’t  fun  to  go  through  a 
pile  of  orders  and  find  that  half  of  them  were  for 
1909-S  V.D.B.  cents — we  wanted  our  clients  to  buy 
other  things  also! 

A  1911  Matte  Proof  cent  was  priced  at  $13, 
which  undoubtedly  was  a  bargain,  for  I  noted  that 
recently  another  had  brought  $15  at  auction.  The 
rare  1914-D  cent  was  listed  for  $13  Good,  $16  VG, 
$29  Fine,  and  $97.50  in  Choice  AU.  A  1916  Matte 
Proof  was  accompanied  by  this  description:  “Lack¬ 
ing  in  most  offerings  of  early  Proof  Lincolns.  De¬ 
spite  mintage  figures,  it  has  been  our  observation 
that  the  1 9 1 6  in  Proof  is  considerably  rarer  than  the 
1909  V.D.B.  in  similar  condition.  $32.50.” 

Today  in  1993  I  disagree  with  what  I  said  in 
1958,  and  since  then  I  have  felt  that  the  1909 
V.D.B.  Matte  Proof  is  considerably  the  rarer  of  the 
two.  However,  the  availability  of  known  1909 
V.D.B.  Proofs  is  compounded  in  1992  not  only  by  a 
rash  of  phony  specimens  on  the  market  (nicely 
described,  by  the  way,  in  a  1992  issue  of  The 
Numismatist)  but  also  by  certain  business  strikes 
being  offered  as  Proofs.  Recently  a  nicely  certified 
Proof”  1909  V.D.B.  was  submitted  for  one  of  our 
auction  sales,  and  1  had  to  send  it  back  to  the 
consignor,  expressing  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  a 
Proof,  and  telling  him  why.  I  pointed  out  the 


known  diagnostics  of  an  authentic  Proof,  which  are 
unequivocal.  He  responded  with  a  comment,  “Well, 
somebody  else  will  buy  it,  for  it  is  certified  as  a 
Proof.”  Probably  by  now  someone  else  has.  An 
Uncirculated  1931-S  cent,  another  very  popular 
Lincoln  cent  because  of  its  low  mintage,  was  pegged 
at  $14.50  back  in  1958.  We  always  made  a  point  to 
keep  a  nice  stock  of  these  on  hand. 

Ending  the  list  of  Lincoln  cents  was  a  1955 
Double  Strike  cent,  as  we  used  to  call  it,  what  we 
now  know  as  a  Doubled  Die.  When  it  was  first 
discovered  the  variety  was  published  in  Numis¬ 
matic  News,  if  memory  serves,  and  the  name  given 
to  it  early  on  was  the  1955  Shift  Cent.  Then  it 
became  the  Double  Strike.  A  number  of  years  later 
Ken  Bressett  entered  the  variety  into  A  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins,  and  it  was  he  who  coined  the 
term  Doubled  Die.  Of  course,  this  term  is  more 
accurate  than  “Double  Strike,”  for  the  coin  was 
struck  only  once — it  was  the  die  that  was  doubled. 
Ken  was  always  a  stickler  for  accuracy.  Back  in 


An  1875-S  trade  dollar 
free  of  bagmarks  and 
described  as  a  gem  was 
offered  for  $20. 


1958  we  offered  these  unusual  1955  cents  for 
$22.50  AU  and  $30  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Jim 
Ruddy  and  I  found  this  variety  particularly  fasci¬ 
nating,  and  we  mounted  a  public  advertising  cam¬ 
paign  to  buy  them — by  posting  notices  in  papers  in 
Western  Massachusetts,  Boston,  and  Upstate  New 
York — where  these  were  originally  distributed.  At 
one  time  by  buying  them  from  the  public  and  also 
from  dealers  who  like  them  (especially  the  late  Bob 
Bashlow,  of  New  York  City,  who  had  a  small 
hoard),  we  had  on  hand  over  800  pieces!  We  kept 
these  in  Raymond  “National”  cardboard  album 
pages. 

When  I  wrote  my  Coins  and  Collectors  book  in 
1964,  I  told  how  Jim  Ruddy  had  first  become 
interested  in  these  1955  cents  when  they  were 
initially  released,  and  offered  to  pay  25  cents  each 
for  them,  but  fearful  of  accumulating  too  large  a 
quantity,  he  cancelled  his  buying  price  soon  there¬ 
after!  All  this  seems  wonderfully  strange  to  relate 
now  in  1993,  when  I  would  be  delighted  to  write  a 
check  for  a  couple  thousand  dollars  or  more  for  a 
single  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  of  the  quality  that  Jim 
Ruddy  turned  down! 

The  buyer  of  two-cent  pieces  could  acquire  an 
1865  in  Brilliant  Uncirculated  grade,  the  cheapest 


piece  in  our  1958  listing,  for  $5,  or  he  could  splurge 
and  spend  $1 17.50  for  “1873  Last  year  of  coinage. 
Brilliant  Proof.  Rare.” 

Among  silver  three-cent  pieces  a  Brilliant  Proof 
1858  was  priced  at  $250,  which  was  very  expensive 
at  the  time,  but  I  wrote  the  following:  “We  note  in 
one  of  S.J.  Kabealo’s  recent  auction  catalogues  a 
bid  of  $750  was  received  for  a  similar  specimen! 
This  was  a  fantastic  25  times  the  Guide  Book 
listing.”  Obviously,  at  $250  our  piece  must  have 
been  a  bargain.  What  happened  to  it,  I  don’t 
remember — but  undoubtedly  the  purchaser  was 
satisfied. 

Quite  a  bit  cheaper  was  a  Brilliant  Proof  1864 
coin  of  the  same  denomination,  posted  at  $69.50, 
followed  in  short  order  by  an  1868  described  as 
“Proof,  not  completely  brilliant”  and  listed  for  $25. 
Then  came  an  1871  Brilliant  Proof  for  $22.50  and 
an  1873  in  the  same  grade  for  $45. 

Among  Buffalo  nickels  a  reader  of  our  cata¬ 
logue  could  acquire  a  1918-S  Uncirculated  for 
$57.50,  a  1918/7-D  overdate  in  VG  grade  for 
$47.50  or  Fine  for  $80,  an  Uncirculated  1924  for 
$5,  or  a  complete  set  of  Buffalo  nickels  from  1913 
to  1938,  without  the  Overdate  or  3-Legged  variety, 
ranging  from  About  Good  to  Extremely  Fine,  and 
averaging  Very  Good,  for$47.50.  In  my  description 
I  noted  “difficult  set  to  assemble  today.”  This  did 
not  require  any  explanation  to  readers  then:  What 
I  meant  was  that  in  looking  through  pocket  change, 
it  would  take  a  long  time  to  find  such  a  set. 

At  the  time,  Buffalo  nickels  were  aplenty  in 
circulation,  although  dates  before  about  1 920  were 
often  worn  quite  smooth.  Particularly  frustrating 
were  the  Type  I  nickels  of  1913,  which  nearly 
always  had  the  dates  worn  off.  For  quite  a  while 
some  enterprising  person  did  a  good  trade  selling 
an  acid  that  etched  away  the  date  area  of  a  dateless 
nickel,  causing  the  date  to  magically  reappear. 
Apparently,  during  the  striking  of  a  coin  the  mol¬ 
ecules  of  the  metal  aligned  themselves  in  a  certain 
way,  so  that  even  when  the  date  was  worn  off  the 
coin,  molecular  traces  remained  and  could  be 
revealed  by  such  a  treatment.  1  don’t  recall  the 
name  of  the  product,  but  I  know  it  was  advertised 
in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  the  main 
source  of  buying,  selling,  and  numismatic  informa¬ 
tion  at  the  time. 

The  Numismatist 

Also  in  the  running  was  The  Numismatist,  is¬ 
sued  on  a  monthly  basis  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association,  and  Numismatic  News,  an  inter¬ 
esting  tabloid  newspaper  published  in  Iola,  Wis¬ 
consin  by  Chet  Krause. 

Among  half  dimes,  readers  could  buy  a  choice 
Proof  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  Capped  Bust 
type,  1829,  for  $45,  or  for  only  $12  a  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  coin  can  be  obtained,  described  as  a 
“gem.”  An  1837  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  without 
stars  in  Uncirculated  grade  would  set  the  buyer 
back  $37,  while  an  Uncirculated  example  of  the 
next  year,  1838,  cost  just  $10. 

Further  along  in  the  half  dime  series,  an  1853 
With  Arrows  described  as  a  Gem  Uncirculated  coin 
was  pegged  at  $8.50  while  an  1853-0  cost  $15  and 
an  1855  cost  just  $7.  An  example  of  the  rare  1864 
date  in  Very  Good  was  offered  for  $35,  or  seven 
times  the  price  of  an  Uncirculated  1861  (at  $5).  In 
the  intervening  years  since  1958,  the  1861  has 
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multiplied  many  times  in  value,  and  while  the  1864 
has  increased  also,  its  percentage  increment  has 
not  been  as  much. 

An  1866  half  dime  was  offered  in  Uncirculated 
grade  for  $30,  with  the  rhetorical  question,  “How 
many  can  survive  today?” 

Among  dimes  there  were  many  pieces  offered, 
including  Uncirculated  examples  of  the  rare  1880 
and  1881  for  $9  and  $11  each.  I  recall  buying  a 
large  number  of  1879  (in  particular),  1880,  and 
1881  dimes  from  Howard  McIntosh  of  Tatham 
Stamp  &  Coin  Company,  of  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  it  could  be  that  these  1880  and  1881 
pieces  (no  1879  dimes  were  offered  in  the  issue) 
were  from  that  source.  An  1884-S  dime,  consid¬ 
ered  rare,  was  offered  in  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
state  for  $45,  while  a  Proof  1887  cost  $13.50  and 
an  Uncirculated  1892  Barber  merited  a  listing  of 
$5.  Among  Barber  dimes  were  a  number  of  scarce 
issues  including  a  gem  Uncirculated  1893-S  at  $45, 
gem  Proof  1895  at  $125,  a  beautiful  Proof  1898  for 
$22,  and  a  prooflike  gem  1904-S  for  $75. 

A  most  unusual  offer 

A  presentation  of  1916-D  dimes  was  described 
as  “a  most  unusual,  and  perhaps  unprecedented 
offer,”  and  consisted  of  one  roll  of  50  coins  in  Good 
to  VG  grade  for  $950  the  lot. 

Twenty-cent  pieces  included  an  1875  Proof  for 
$47.50  and  an  1877  Proof  “which  has  seen  some 
light  circulation,”  however  it  was  “an  acceptable 
specimen,”  for  $95.  Under  another  entry  in  the 
same  denomination  was  this  notation:  “We  have 
just  purchased  a  large  accumulation  of  1875-S  20- 
cent  pieces  and  offer  them  at  the  following  prices: 
VG  $5,  Fine  $7.50,  VF  $9.75.” 

Quarter  dollars  included  a  Gem  Uncirculated 
1828  for  $67.50.  The  purchaser  of  this  coin  in  1958 
could  cash  in  today  and  realize  200  times  or  more 
profit  on  his  investment!  $imilarly,  the  buyer  of  an 
1831  quarter  dollar  in  Brilliant  Uncirculated  grade 
for  $18  has  seen  the  coin  perform  dazzlingly  well 
since  then. 

A  Proof  1857  quarter  from  the  Adolph  Menjou 
Sale,  erroneously  described  as  “held  by  Schulman 
and  Kreisberg,”  was  offered  at  $90.  Actually,  the 
sale  was  held  by  Numismatic  Galleries,  owned  by 
Abe  Kosoff  and  Abner  Kreisberg.  Mistakes  do  hap¬ 
pen! 

Among  later  quarters  were  to  be  found  a  1900 
Barber  in  Proof  grade  for  $18.50,  a  1918/7-S 
overdate  Standing  Liberty  quarter  for  $85,  and  a 
Very  Fine  1932-S  Washington  for  $9. 

Half  dollars  included  many  delectable  pieces. 
An  Uncirculated  1810  cost  all  of  $27.50,  about  a 
hundredth  of  its  value  today,  while  an  1811  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  gem  cost  $37.50,  and  an  1827  in 
Uncirculated  grade  cost  just  $9.  As  strange  as  it 
may  seen  to  the  present  day  reader,  there  was  not 
a  great  deal  of  emphasis  on  condition  back  then,  so 
the  differential  between  Uncirculated  and  AU  was 
not  as  great  as  it  is  now.  In  many  series  an  EF  coin 
might  sell  for  $5  and  an  Uncirculated  coin  for  $10. 

Among  unusual  varieties  of  half  dollars  was  an 
1839  Gobrecht  pattern  with  the  Liberty  Seated 
obverse  and  the  reverse  with  an  eagle  flying,  a  gem 
Proof  for  $500.  Although  the  catalogue  did  not 
state  the  origin  of  this  piece,  I  can  say  now  that  Sol 
Kaplan,  a  well-known  Cincinnati  dealer  at  the 
time,  possessed  a  large  hoard  of  patterns  consisting 


of  nearly  everything  sold  at  the  King  Farouk  auc¬ 
tion  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  in  1954,  plus  a  bunch  of  coins 
obtained  through  Abe  Kosoff,  originally  from  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Woodin.  Sol  took  a  liking  to  me,  and  gave 
me  special  deals  on  anything  I  could  use.  I  bought 
not  one  but  three  of  these  half  dollars  from  Sol  in 
a  transaction.  At  the  time  there  were  just  four 
known,  according  to  my  description! 

Another  unusual  half  dollar  was  an  1846  with 
upright  6  over  horizontal  6  in  Uncirculated  grade 
for  $195,  followed  in  the  catalogue  by  an  1861 
Confederate  States  of  America  restrike  for  $295. 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  then  called  Liberty 
Standing  by  the  numismatic  fraternity,  could  be 
had  in  a  collection  of  five  different  dates  of  our 
choice,  Uncirculated,  at  $7.50  not  for  one  coin  but 
for  all  five  as  a  group!  Among  commemoratives,  an 
Uncirculated  1892  Columbian  cost  $3  and  a  1936- 
S  Cincinnati  $25. 

Silver  dollars  included  such  items  as  1799  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  for  $55,  a  Brilliant  Proof  1857  for 
$97.50,  a  Proof  1859  for  $95,  and  other  Proofs, 
including  an  1856  for  $55,  an  1880  for  $27.50,  and 
a  1904,  always  considered  to  be  a  more  valuable 
date  in  the  early  days,  for  $55.  An  1875-S  trade 
dollar  free  of  bagmarks  and  described  as  a  gem  was 
offered  for  $20,  while  a  Proof  1876  could  be  had  for 
$49.50  and  Proofs  of  1879  and  1880  for  $47.50 
each. 

An  1867  Proof  quarter  eagle  described  as  rare, 
with  a  listing  of  $200  in  the  Standard  Catalogue  of 
United  States  Coins,  one  of  the  main  references 
used  at  that  time,  could  be  had  for  just  $160,  while 
Proof  1904  was  much  cheaper  at  only  $55. 

Among  other  items  in  that  long  ago  listing  were 
a  1955  Proof  set  at  $5.50,  a  1935  New  Zealand 
Waitangi  Proof  set  for  $125,  an  1856  Flying  Eagle 
cent  in  VF  grade  at  $365,  and  a  specialized  offering 
of  Hard  Times  tokens. 

Under  the  “From  Our  Research  Department” 
heading  came  the  news  that  a  unlisted  variety  of 
1787  Massachusetts  cent  had  come  to  light.  The 
following  was  carried:  “Last  March,  while  attribut¬ 
ing  a  group  of  Massachusetts  colonial  coins,  Dave 
Bowers  discovered  the  new  variety  illustrated  in 
the  above  enlargement.  The  new  variety,  a  cent  of 
1787,  is  the  first  new  reverse  die  of  the  1787-1788 
Massachusetts  coinage  discovered  since  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Miller-Ryder  reference  nearly  40 
years  ago.  The  obverse  of  this  coin  is  Miller-Ryder 
4  of  1787.  Under  the  Miller-Ryder  classification 
this  could  would  be  listed  as  variety  4-J.” 

Before  the  year  1958  ended,  two  more  issues  of 
Empire  Topics  made  their  appearance.  The  next 
one,  dated  July-September,  offered  for  sale  an 
1894-S  dime.  “The  specimen  here  offered,  one  of 
six  or  seven  known  specimens  remaining  from  the 
24  coined  in  1894,  is  a  specimen  originally  sold  to 
James  Stack  from  the  collection  of  John  Clapp.”  We 
sold  this  to  a  collector  in  Pennsylvania  who  paid 
somewhere  in  the  $6,000  range  for  it. 

“Sales  from  Empire  Topics  No.  1  were  excel¬ 
lent,”  the  editorial  notice  on  the  front  page  ob¬ 
served  “We  are  sorry  we  didn’t  have  several  dozen 
Confederate  restrike  half  dollars  in  stock,  or  for 
that  matter,  a  few  more  Hard  Times  tokens  or  rolls 
of  1916-D  dimes.  Interest  was  strong  in  all  series. 
Even  colonials,  which  are  usually  neglected,  re¬ 
ceived  great  interest.  Check  our  extensive  listing  of 
colonials  in  this  issue. 


“We  received  our  first  copy  of  the  new  12th 
edition  of  the  Guide  Book  several  weeks  ago.  Prices, 
following  the  market  trend,  show  a  steady  in¬ 
crease.  Price  changes  were  most  noticeable  in  the 
Proofs,  particularly  in  the  Barber  series  where 
increases  in  some  instances  were  100%.  All  series 
showed  a  general  advance.  That’s  the  way  it  goes 
when  there’s  an  ever-increasing  demand  and  a 
diminishing  supply.  Rare  coins  will  never  be  any 
cheaper.” 

The  first  installment  of  a  “Questions  From  Read¬ 
ers”  column  appeared.  Subjects  addressed  involved 
the  background  of  a  worn  1878  5hield  nickel,  a 
piece  struck  only  in  Proof  preservation;  a  large  cent 
of  1822  counterstamped  on  one  side  with  the  bust 
of  George  Washington  and  on  the  reverse  with  a 
bust  of  Lafayette,  and  the  1922  Lincoln  cent  with¬ 
out  a  D  mintmark. 

The  first  installment  of  an  article  by  Walter 
Breen  appeared,  “Blundered  Dies  of  Colonial  and 
U.S.  Coins,”  one  of  many  guest  authors  who  would 
grace  the  pages  of  Empire  Topics  and  its  successors, 
including  our  present  Rare  Coin  Review,  over  the 
years.  By  now,  1993,  just  about  every  leading 
numismatic  writer  has  seen  his  or  her  byline  ap¬ 
pear. 

The  third  issue  of  Empire  Topics  was  dated 
October-December  1958  and  in  addition  to  an 
offering  of  coins  for  sale,  presented  a  mail  bid 
auction.  The  mail  bid  sale  was  wonderfully  di¬ 
verse — I  would  love  to  buy  every  coin  in  it  today — 
Lot  No.  1  was  the  very  rare  1786  New  Jersey  cent 
with  date  under  plow  beam,  one  of  just  three 
known  specimens  of  Maris  7-E,  estimated  at  $1 ,000. 
Lot  6  was  an  1850  Proof  half  cent  estimated  at 
$500,  while  Lot  7  was  an  1857  Proof  of  the  same 
denomination  valued  at  $100.  Lot  18,  an  1877 
nickel  three-cent  piece,  one  of  the  most  highly 
prized  of  all  issues  in  the  series,  had  a  suggested  bid 
of  $1 70,  followed  by  an  1878  at  $60.  Lot  22,  a  Proof 
1 847  half  dime,  had  this  notation:  “If  this  coin  were 
in  our  stock  it  would  be  priced  near  $150.” 

Lot  36  consisted  of  an  1853  Liberty  Seated  dime 
without  arrows  at  the  date,  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
from  the  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  Collection,  “easily  worth 
$75.”  A  Choice  AU  1795  half  dollar,  Lot  57,  had  a 
suggested  price  of  $200,  while  a  1796  half  dollar, 
Lot  58,  in  VF  grade  “should  sell  near  $  1 ,000”  I  said 
when  describing  it. 

Unusual  pieces 

Back  then,  as  now,  I  had  a  great  interest  in 
rarities,  unusual  pieces,  and  coins  with  a  story.  Lot 
61  consisted  of  an  1836  half  dollar  with  the  error 
50c  over  00c  on  the  reverse,  “a  magnificent  Proof, 
one  of  not  more  than  five  examples  known  to  exist 
in  such  condition.”  I  went  on  to  note  that  1  was 
quoted  a  price  of  $500  for  another  one  recently, 
and  estimated  ours  at  the  same  figure.  It  seems  to 
me  that  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  of  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company,  was  the  person  who  offered  the  other 
coin. 

A  1794  dollar,  a  rarity  today  as  in  1958,  was 
offered  under  Lot  69,  in  VF  grade,  estimated  to 
“probably  bring  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,500.”  A 
Proof  1838  Gobrecht  dollar,  Lot  70,  bore  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  $975,  while  a  Proof,  “however,  not  per¬ 
fect,”  1839  Gobrecht  dollar,  Lot  71,  had  a  sug¬ 
gested  price  of  $675. 

Lot  72,  an  1858  dollar  in  Proof  grade,  “One  of 
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80  specimens  coined,”  was  estimated  at  $700.  In 
the  years  since  then,  1  have  come  to  believe,  as  have 
manv  others,  that  the  figure  of  80  struck,  published 
in  references  for  many  years,  is  not  correct,  and 
that  the  number  is  closer  to  300.  Still,  today  the 
issue  remains  very  desirable  and  very  rare. 

Lot  83  was  described  as  follows:  25-cent/one- 
cent  piece.  Obverse  of  the  1806  quarter  dollar, 
variety  Browning  5;  reverse  of  the  1807  cent, 
Sheldon-207,  struck  over  a  large  cent  of  a  later  date 
(1816  or  after).  Condition  About  Good  to  Good. 
Guaranteed  genuine.  Probably  a  fantasy  piece  struck 
in  later  years  from  discarded  dies.  Unlisted  by 
Adams  and  Woodin.  “We  have  never  seen  or  heard 
of  another.  $250.”  In  looking  at  the  prices  realized 
list  I  see  it  brought  $140,  obviously  quite  a  bargain. 
I  don’t  recall  who  bought  it,  but  this  is  a  piece  that 
I  would  certainly  enjoy  owning  and  offering  for 
sale  again  today! 

Great  interest  from  collectors 

Lots  94  through  98  consisted  of  five  different 
1877  pattern  half  dollars  struck  in  silver,  estimated 
at  $400  each.  “This  lot  and  the  several  lots  follow¬ 
ing  are  the  only  silver  1877  Morgan  half  dollars  to 
be  offered  at  auction  within  recent  years,”  I  noted 
in  the  description.  “Such  fine  offerings  of  patterns 
as  the  Michael  F.  Higgy  Collection,  the  Fred  E. 
Olsen  Collection,  the  1952  ANA  Sale,  and  the  1958 
ANA  Sale  lacked  even  one  of  these  coins.  This  lot 
and  the  four  lots  following  it  should  cause  great 
interest  from  collectors  of  the  pattern  series.  It  is  an 
offering  which  will  probably  not  be  repeated  for  a 
long  time,  if  ever.” 

Back  then,  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd’s  book  had  not  yet 
been  published,  and  it  was  just  a  twinkle  in  his  eye. 
The  standard  reference  was  Adams  and  Woodin, 
published  in  1913.  Abe  Kosoff,  who  possessed 
(with  Sol  Kaplan)  a  very  large  holding  of  patterns, 
as  noted,  was  the  prime  factor  behind  encouraging 
Dr.  Judd  to  revise  the  Adams-Woodin  book,  with 
the  Judd  revision  seeing  print  a  couple  of  years 
later. 

It  is  correct  to  say  that  nearly  all  pattern  enthu¬ 
siasts  felt  a  sense  of  disappointment  when  the  Judd 
book  came  on  the  market,  for  we  had  all  hoped  for 
a  quantum  jump  in  numismatic  research.  How¬ 
ever,  the  new  volume  was  more  of  an  updating, 
with  excellent  notes  provided  by  Walter  Breen  and 
with  a  modicum  of  research  by  Dr.  Judd,  but  not 
much  else. 

The  next  to  last  page  in  Empire  Topics  noted 
that  our  company  led  the  field  in  “quality  and 
selection  of  stock,”  with  an  “outstanding  stock  of 
United  States  coins,  including  rarities,  constantly 
maintained”;  and  in  “research — numismatic  re¬ 
search  and  discoveries,  quality  articles  in  publica¬ 
tions”;  and  “reliability — an  outstanding  reputation 
based  on  fairness,  quality,  integrity,  and  service  to 
collectors.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.” 

In  1958  the  world  was  much  different  than  it  is 
now.  Dwight  Eisenhower  occupied  the  White  House, 
whileNikita  Khrushchevhad  recently  taken  overas 
chairman  of  the  Soviet  Council  of  Ministers  and 
probably  didn’t  even  dream  that  one  day  he  would 
be  pounding  his  shoe  on  a  podium  at  the  United 
Nations,  in  an  angry  tirade  against  the  United 
States.  The  Soviets  launched  Sputnik,  the  first 
satellite  to  orbit  the  earth,  a  small  contraption 
whir  h  struck  fear  in  the  heart  of  the  United  States 


and  prompted  all  America  to  come  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  it  better  do  something — and  quick — to 
catch  up.  Cars  were  beginning  to  sprout  fins  in  a  big 
way  —  the  1957  Chevy  of  the  year  before  was 
widely  admired,  and  out  in  Detroit  they  were 
getting  ready  to  bring  out  the  1959  Cadillac  with 
enough  lights  and  chrome  to  make  a  Wurlitzer 
jukebox  turn  green  with  envy. 

Until  now,  anyone  wanting  to  travel  around  the 
United  States  had  to  do  so  on  propeller-driven 
planes,  such  as  the  DC-4,  DC-6,  the  relatively  new 
DC-7,  the  tried  and  true  Lockheed  Constellation,  or 
the  old  reliable  DC-3.  In  1958  the  Boeing  707  went 
into  service,  with  the  first  domestic  flights  being 
scheduled  by  National  Airlines  which  years  later 
was  to  have  its  famous  and  somewhat  controver¬ 
sial  "Fly  Me,  I’m  Cheryl,”  etc.,  advertsing  campaign. 

I  don’t  recall  how  much  it  cost  to  send  a  copy  of 
Empire  Topics  to  a  recipient,  but  I  do  know  that 
everyone  thought  that  inflation  was  rampant  when 
the  first-class  letter  rate  jumped  from  three  cents, 
the  old  standard,  to  a  new  high  of  four  cents. 

Among  people  in  the  news,  Canadian  Paul 
Anka  was  basking  in  the  glow  of  success  of  his 
catchy  song,  Diana,  which  WBZ  in  Boston  once 
played  every  hour  for  several  days  nonstop — I 
remember  hearing  this  when  I  was  traveling  on  a 
trip  through  New  England  (I  lived  in  Pennsylvania 
at  the  time  and  was  just  visiting  there).  Johnny 


Unitas,  of  the  Baltimore  Colts,  led  his  team  to  the 
NFL  championship  and  was  one  of  the  best  known 
figures  on  the  sports  scene. 

I  don’t  recall  ever  hearing  about  marijuana  back 
then,  let  alone  any  more  powerful  “recreational” 
drugs,  and  about  the  wildest  thing  anyone  did  at 
Penn  State  was  to  sneak  a  drink  before  the  age  of 
21.  Colleges  were  respected  places  of  learning,  and 
just  about  everyone  who  went  was  glad  to  be  there. 
The  age  of  protest  had  not  yet  begun. 

Just  as  interesting 

On  the  numismatic  scene,  while  things  were 
different  than  they  are  now,  still  in  rereading  these 
old  issues  of  Empire  Topics  I  cannot  help  but  see 
many  similarities.  Without  question,  the  majority 
of  my  descriptions  in  the  1958  mail  bid  sale  just 
quoted  could  be  adjusted  for  modern  prices  and 
used  today — and  would  probably  be  just  as  inter¬ 
esting  to  prospective  buyers. 

What  is  amazing  to  me  is  that  everyone  who 
received  the  Empire  Topics  didn’t  go  out  and  mort¬ 
gage  the  farm  and  buy  one  of  everything  offered! 

However,  being  a  coin  dealer  then  was  a  lot 
of  hard  work  of  the  good,  old-fashioned  type. 
There  was  a  great  reward,  however,  and  the 
reward  then,  as  now,  was  in  the  building  of 
friendships  all  around  the  United  States,  indeed, 
all  over  the  world. 


Some  Reminiscences  of  an  Old  Timer 


We  recently  received  a  letter from  Irving  Golden. 
Irv  has  been  at  the  game  for  a  long  time.  We  share 
some  of  his  reminiscences: 

“I  really  enjoyed  your  article  in  the  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter,  ‘Let’s  Hear  It  for  the  Person 
Who  Counts!’  Frankly,  as  I  finish  reading  the 
article,  I  got  the  feeling  that  you  had  been  reading 
some  of  my  private  papers  on  the  subject — but,  I 
should  add,  these  papers  have  never  left  my 
office.  A  great  deal  of  your  excellent  observations 
on  the  importance  of  enjoying  numismatics  and 
the  private  collector —  ‘the  person  who  counts’ — 
had  been  my  precise  sentiments  for  the  past  15 
years.  Let  me  tell  you  some  of  my  background. 

“I  have  been  collecting  coins  since  the  early 
1930s,  dealing  with,  among  others,  Henry  Chap¬ 
man,  John  Zug,  Jim  Kelly,  Joe  Barnet  (who  sold 
me  a  complete  Uncirculated  set  of  1 907  gold  coins 
containing  14  pieces  for  $400  the  set),  Joe  Stack, 
Bill  Raybin,  Ira  Reed,  David  Bullowa,  and  others. 

“I  worked  as  a  senior  melter  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  from  1936  to  1950  where  I  was  under 
Hubert  Coleman,  the  superintendent  of  the  Melt¬ 
ing  Department  from  1920  to  1938.  Mr.  Coleman, 
by  the  way,  came  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint, 
where  his  father  had  been  superintendent  of  the 
Melting  Department  there. 

“Mr.  Coleman  gave  the  ‘kid’ — that’s  me — one 
of  the  two  $50  Panama-Pacific  coins  he  had 
obtained,  for  me  to  slide  into  a  pot  of  gold 
pieces — mostly  double  eagles  and  Indian  $10 
coins — we  were  remelting  into  bullion  in  the 
1930s.  He  put  the  other  one  in  himself. 

“I  could  go  on  for  many  pages  about  those 
‘good  old  days,’  and  you  can  bet  your  life,  they 


really  were  THE  GOOD  OLD  DAYS.  .  .  . 

“With  regard  to  the  limited  listing  of  some  of 
the  prices  I  paid  for  coins  in  the  late  1930s,  I 
realize  that  it  is  all  relevant.  For  instance,  a  cup  of 
coffee  was  all  of  a  nickel,  a  loaf  of  bread  cost  12 
cents,  a  hamburger  a  nickel,  and  a  20-ounce  box 
of  corn  flakes  15  cents.  I  was  making  $8  a  week 
in  1935,  which  was  good  money,  but  when  I 
started  at  the  Mint  I  earned  $30!  There  was  no 
stopping  me  then!  I  spent  it  as  fast  as  I  could.  A 
good  pair  of  all-leather  shoes,  inside  and  out,  was 
$4.95,  a  100%  all  worsted  wool  suit  $22.50. 
That’s  why  the  $400  for  the  14-piece  set  of  1907 
gold  as  well  as  $35  I  spent  for  an  AU  1901  $10 
eagle  was,  frankly  speaking,  out  of  my  line,  but  I 
bought  them  anyway.  Let  me  share  a  few  other 
comments  with  you. 

“I  prefer  circulated  coins  from  ones  in  Mint 
State.  A  circulated  coin  has  romance  and  history 
attached  to  it.  Where  has  an  Uncirculated  coin 
been?  An  1885  Morgan  silver  dollar,  an  1878-S 
Liberty  Head  $20  piece — where  have  they  been 
and  what  have  they  purchased  in  all  those  years 
in  circulation?  I  know  you  agree  with  me,  for  you 
specifically  say  that  people  should  collect  for 
“romantic  and  historical  purposes”  in  the  article 
I  just  read. 

“While  I  may  be  in  the  minority,  I  like  the 
Liberty  Head  $20  more  than  the  Saint-Gaudens. 
It  has,  in  my  opinion,  more  ‘artistic’  class  to  it. . . 

.  Investors  really  don’t  count.  They  are,  in  a  word, 
very  short-time  customers,  in  and  out  people  who 
do  little  if  anything  for  the  hobby.  The  COLLEC¬ 
TOR,  the  sincere  collector  is  the  ONLY  backbone 
of  the  hobby — and  no  one  else!” 
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1795  0-119.  Rarity-4.  F-15.  Flowing  Hair  style 
by  Robert  Scot,  the  first  design  and  second  year 
of  the  denomination . 1350.00 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1805/4  0-102.  Overdate.  VF-20.  Attractive  light 
silver  surfaces.  Very  sharp  overdate.  One  of  the 
most  popular  issues  in  the  Draped  Bust  half 


dollar  series . 995.00 

1806  0-109.  VF-20  (NGC) . 385.00 

1807  0-106.  VG-10 . 169.00 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1807  0-112.  Capped  Bust.  50/20.  VF-20.  250.00 

1808/7  Overdate.  0-101.  VF-20 . 110.00 

1813  VF-25 . 149.00 

1818  0-102.  VF-20 . 79.00 

1826  EF-40 . 95.00 

1830  0-113.  AU-53  (NGC) . 345.00 

1831  0-102.  AU-53 . 345.00 

1832  AU-50 . 250.00 


1833  0-102.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous  with  attractive  light  natural  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  specimen . 1850.00 

1834  0-108.  Large  Date.  Small  Letters  variety.  AU- 

55 . 295.00 

1834  0-116.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters  variety.  AU- 
50 . 275.00 

1834  0-117.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters  variety.  AU- 
55  (NGC) . 295.00 


1836  0-111.  Lettered  Edge.  Rarity-2.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold. ...  1850.00 


1837  AU-53 . 380.00 

1837  EF-45 . 149.00 


Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 


Breathtaking  Gem  1839-0  50c 


1839-0  Capped  Bust.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
breathtakingly  beautiful  gem!  Lustrous  and 
frosty,  with  a  whisper  of  light  toning.  Over  the 
years  we  have  handled  several  hundred  1839-0 
half  dollars,  and  this  coin  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
in  existence — in  the  top  1%  of  all  survivors! 
Added  to  its  rarity  are  the  appeals  of  its  having  an 
obverse  mintmark  (used  only  on  1838-0  and 
1839-0  among  half  dollars  of  this  era)  and  its 
being  a  member  of  that  short-lived  two-year  type 
with  Capped  Bust  obverse/HALF  DOL.  reverse. 
If  you  appreciate  quality,  beauty,  and  rarity  in  a 
single  coin,  this  is  it! . 13950.00 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


1839  With  Drapery.  EF-45 . 159.00 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-50 . 295.00 

1841-0  EF-45 . 235.00 

1841-0  EF-40 . 160.00 


1842  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
trace  of  golden  toning.  A  nice  example  of  this 


early  Liberty  Seated  issue . 1150.00 

1843-0  AU-58 . 325.00 

1844  MS-61 . 550.00 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-55 . 295.00 

1846  Tall  Date.  EF-45 . 140.00 

1847- 0  AU-55 . 340.00 

1848  AU-50  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1 848- 0  MS-61  (PCGS)  .Brilliant  and  frosty.  Rather 

scarce  in  this  grade . 1095.00 


In  the  1840s,  there  was  not  a  single  numismatist  in  America 
who  desired  half  dollars  by  mintmark  varieties.  Thus,  the 
survival  of  a  coin  such  as  this  was  strictly  a  matter  of  happen¬ 


stance. 

1848-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1849  AU-53 . 425.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45 . 295.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 260.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40 . 295.00 

1854  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 125.00 


Choice  1854-0  50C 


.Tutu,-,- 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous,  with  some  light  golden  toning.  A  gor¬ 
geous  example  of  this  two-year  type.  2395.00 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
lustrous  beauty . 1850.00 


1855/4  Arrows.  VF-35 . 325.00 

This  overdate  variety  was  discovered  by  us  in  the  1970s 

1855/4  Arrows.  VF-20 . 260.00 

1855  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1855-S  VG-10.  The  first  San  Francisco  Mint  half 
dollar,  and  one  of  the  rarest  issues  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  series.  Attractive  medium  gray.  Most  of 
LIBERTY  is  visible  on  the  shield . 595.00 


1856-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Rare  in  all  grades;  espe¬ 


cially  so  with  traces  of  original  mint  lustre  as 
offered  here . 1695.00 

1857  MS-60 . 410.00 

1857-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 485.00 

1857- S  VF-30 . 275.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces . 825.00 

1858- 0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 240.00 

1859- 0  AU-55 . 225.00 

1859- 0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1860- S  EF-40 . 135.00 

1861  EF-40 . 89.00 

1862  AU-55 . 295.00 

1862  VF-20 . 99.00 

1863-S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1864  Engraved.  EF-45.  Engraved  in  script  on  the 

reverse  as  follows:  “Coined  from  Silver  taken 
from  the  ruins  of  Masonic  Hall,  Burnt  April  6th 
1864.”  Holed  for  suspension . 395.00 


This  genre  of  half  dollar  has  been  described  by  Russell  Rulau 
in  United  States  Trade  Tokens,  Vol.  II,  under  Massachusetts, 
and,  definitively,  by  Mark  B.  Hotz  in  The  Numismatist,  February 
1993.  This  specific  coin  is  mentioned  on  p.  190.  Apparently, 
after  the  ruins  of  the  edifice  were  examined,  blobs  of  molten 
silver,  quite  possibly  from  flatware  or  Masonic  regalia,  were 
recovered ,  taken  to  the  Mint,  and  silver  half  dollars  were  coined 


from  them. 

1866  EF-40 . 110.00 

1868  EF-40 . 240.00 

1868  VF-20 . 149.00 

1870- CC  F-12.  An  excellent  specimen  of  a  variety 

that  is  rare  in  all  grades . 1395.00 

First  year  of  half  dollar  issue  from  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
Mintage:  54,617. 

1871- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 1495.00 

1871-CC  F-12 . 325.00 


Gem  1873  Arrows  50<t 


1873  With  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  and  brilliant  gem.  One  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered.  As  you  will  undoubtedly 
agree  when  you  see  it,  it  is  finer  than  some 
graded  MS-65 . 4850.00 
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Auction  News 


Tower  Hill  sale  brings  spectacular  results 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


he  Tower  Hill  Sale,  conducted  by  us  in 
New  York  City,  September  13  and  14, 
drew  numerous  mail  bids  prior  to  the 
sale.  The  auction  itself  was  well  attended 
by  many  enthusiastic  buyers.  The  four-session 
event  totaled  more  than  $3.89  million  (all  figures 
quoted  here  include  the  10%  buyer’s  fee) .  Numer¬ 
ous  price  records  were  set  in  the  process. 

Thousands  of  bids  were  received  from  all  over 
the  world.  An  indication  of  the  widespread  inter¬ 
est  nationally  and  internationally  can  be  seen  by 
analyzing  the  first  129  lots  in  the  sale,  which  were 
sold  to  50  different  bidders! 


Ancient  and  World  Gold  Coins 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  commenced  with 
a  superb  offering  of  ancient  and  world  gold  coins. 
An  Uncirculated  octadrachm  of  Ptolemy  V  of 
Egypt  realized  $6,710.  An  EF  aureus  of  Augustus 
fetched  $7,150.  An  aureus  of  Claudius  listed  as 
AU  or  better,  with  a  portrait  of  Aggripina  on  the 
reverse  soared  to  $6,050  before  the  winning  bid 
was  called.  An  aureus  of  Nero,  described  as  Choice 
EF,  commanded  $6,600  after  spirited  bidding. 

A  1593  gold  three-ducat  klippe,  grading  AU, 
found  a  new  owner  at  $19,450,  and  a  1907  one- 
liang  piece  of  Emperor  Kuang-Hsu  soared  to 
$20,900  before  a  group  of  astonished  onlookers. 


TOWER  HILL  SALE 


HIGHLIGHTS 


A  1907  one-liang  piece  of 
Emperor  Kuang-Hsu  soared  to 
an  astonishing  $20,900  before  a 
group  of  surprised  bidders. 


The  German  States  were  represented  by  numer¬ 
ous  rarities  and  delicacies.  An  1864  Bavarian  half 
krone  grading  Proof-63  soared  to  $10,175,  and 
1864  Bavarian  krone,  also  Proof-63,  realized  a 
startling  $14,300  when  the  final  bid  was  called. 
Numerous  British  gold  rarities  crossed  the  auction 
block,  including  a  Proof  pattern  1820  £2  piece  of 
George  III  at  $11,550,  and  a  select  Proof  1826 
pattern  £5  piece  of  George  IV  at  $12,100.  A 
desirable  Una  and  the  Lion  £5  pattern  soared  to 
$18,150.  A  splendid  Japanese  Manen  oban,  is¬ 
sued  circa  1860-1862,  and  said  to  have  once  been 
owned  by  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  found  a  new 
owner  at  $14,300. 

United  States  Highlights 

Many  desirable  U.S.  coins  were  included  in  the 
sale.  A  1793  Chain  AMERI.  cent  grading  VF-35 
commanded  $14,850.  A  specimen  of  the  classic 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  Proof-63,  brought  a  strong 
$6,380.  An  1838-0  half  dime,  MS-62,  soared  to 
$9,900,  a  figure  well  above  the  pre-sale  estimate. 
An  1851  -O  quarter  dollar  astounded  Liberty  Seated 
specialists  with  a  winning  bid  of  $7,150.  An  1853- 
O  quarter  with  arrows  and  rays  in  MS-63  grade 
brought  $5,500.  An  1865  silver  dollar  grading 
Proof-64  fetched  $6,600,  and  a  desirable  1870- 
CC  dollar  in  AU-58  condition  exceeded  expecta¬ 
tions  with  a  bid  of  $6,050.  Proof  Morgan  dollars 
were  popular  with  bidders.  An  1880  grading  Proof- 
67  brought  $8,800,  and  an  1893  in  Proof-66 
commanded  $6,600. 

Gold  issues  from  $1  to  $20  attracted  strong 
bidder  attention,  with  many  spectacular  prices 
recorded.  An  1853-D  gold  dollar  in  AU-58  grade 
brought  $6,160,  and  a  1855  Type  II  gold  dollar 
grading  MS-65  soared  to  an  amazing  $41,800.  An 
1835  quarter  eagle  brought  an  impressive  $20,900, 
and  a  1839/8-D  commanded  $6,600.  An  1847-C 
$2.50  grading  MS-62  reached  $16,500  after  en¬ 
thusiastic  bidding,  and  an  1855-C  quarter  eagle  in 
AU-50  captured  a  winning  bid  of  $6,270.  An  1864 
$3  in  Proof-64  with  cameo  devices  was  bid  up  to 
$17,600. 

Half  eagles  were  the  focus  of  frenzied  bidding 
attention.  Included  among  half  eagles  was  an 
extensive  collection  of  Liberty  Head  issues  formed 
three  generations  ago  and  last  added  to  in  the 
1920s! 


A  1795  with  Small  Eagle  Reverse  $5,  AU-50, 
reached  $10,725.  An  1807  $5,  with  bust  right,  MS- 
62,  brought  $14,300.  An  1811  with  Tall  5  in 
denomination,  AU-55,  drew  a  winning  bid  of 
$6,600.  Coronet  half  eagles  received  numerous 
spectacular  bids  from  an  enthusiastic  crowd,  in¬ 
cluding:  1855-S  AU-55,  $7,700;  1858-C  AU-50, 
$6,600;  1861-C,  coined  during  the  final  year  of 
production  at  the  Charlotte  Mint,  AU-50,  $8,250; 
1867  AU-55,  $9,350;  1867-S  AU-50,  $10,450;1869- 
S  AU-53,  $9,350;  1871 AU-53,  $6,820;  1873  Closed 
3,  MS-60,  $6,600;  1873-S  AU-53,  $8,800;  1874-S 
AU-50,  $9,900;  1884-CC  AU-55,  $8,250;  and  1890 
MS-62,  $10,450. 

$10  gold  pieces  evoked  strong  prices.  High¬ 
lights  included  a  1797  with  Small  Eagle  Reverse, 
AU-55,  for  $37,400.  An  1853,  grading  MS-61, 
soared  to  $7,700,  and  an  1884  in  Proof-63  grade 
brought  $17,600.  Action  in  the  gold  series  was 
intense  from  start  to  finish. 

Double  eagle  highlights  included  the  rarest 
Carson  City  piece  in  the  series,  an  1870-CC  in  VF- 
25,  with  initials  in  the  field,  for  $30,800;  and  an 
1894  in  Proof-65  was  sold  for  $44,000.  A  gem  MS- 
65  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20  brought 
$25,000,  and  a  Proof-65  1911  sold  to  a  winning 
bid  of  $32,000. 

A  commemorative  1900  Lafayette  dollar  grad¬ 
ing  MS-65  brought  $7,200,  and  a  1904  Lewis  and 
Clark  gold  $1  grading  MS-66  soared  to  $7,150. 

Patterns  brought  spectacular  prices  as  well.  A 
1858  J-219  pattern  cent  amazed  pattern  special¬ 
ists  and  other  onlookers  with  a  $10,450  bid. 
Soon  thereafter,  an  1863  J-301  pattern  cent 
realized  $10,450  (multiples  of  the  pre-sale  esti¬ 
mate).  An  1885  annular  pattern  cent  fetched  an 
impressive  $5,500,  and  a  rare  1866  pattern  five- 
cent  piece,  J-495,  Proof-64,  found  a  new  home  at 
$7,150.  An  1870  pattern  dollar,  J-1019,  grading 
Proof-64,  commanded  $8,250.  A  rare  one-cent 
postage  stamp  encasement  of  Arthur  Claflin  real¬ 
ized  $6,600. 

Members  of  the  family  of  the  late  James  Curto, 
whose  coins  were  featured  in  the  sale,  attended 
the  two-day  event,  and  expressed  their  pleasure 
at  the  outcome. 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  many  really  nice 
coins  went  to  many  really  nice  collectors! 


TOWER  HILL  SALE 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Gold  coins  attracted  strong  bidder 
attention.  Double  eagle  highlights 
included  a  stunning  1894  in  Proof-65. 
It  brought  a  bid  of  $44,000. 
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1873  Arrows.  EF-40 . 215.00 

1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractively 
toned.  Some  indications  of  original  mint  lustre 
can  be  seen  among  the  star  points  and  other 
protected  areas.  A  rare  coin  so  fine. ..  1195.00 


1873-S  Arrows.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1875  AU-53 . 185.00 

1875  AU-50 . 145.00 

1875- CC  AU-50 . 275.00 

1876  Proof-61.  Lilac  toning.  Quite  attractive  for 

the  grade.  Centennial  year  issue . 595.00 

1876- S  AU-55 . 235.00 

1877- CC  AU-58  (PCGS) . 375.00 


1879  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  light 
iridescent  toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces. 
One  of  the  nicest  of  the  few  high-grade  business 
strikes  in  existence.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set  or  half  dollar  collection! . 1995.00 

Only  4,800  business  strikes  were  made,  which  ranks  it 
among  the  lowest-production  figures  of  the  entire  series. 

1885  Proof-63  (NGC) .  Brilliant  with  attractive  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims.  A  very  special  specimen  of 
this  highly-prized,  low-mintage  date.  ..925.00 

1886  VG-8.  Very  low  business  strike  mintage  of 

only  5,000  coins.  How  many  can  survive  today? 
Interestingly,  this  coin  is  rarer  in  VG  grade  than 
in  Proof! . 395.00 

1888  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  light 
toning  around  the  borders.  Ever-popular,  due 
to  its  overall  low  mintage.  A  splendid  coin,  one 
of  the  finest  at  this  grade  level . 995.00 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  selection  of  Barber  halves  includes  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone. 

1892-0  AU-58.  With  most  original  mint  lustre  still 
remaining.  Low-mintage  issue;  one  of  the  key 
varieties  in  the  series.  Only  390,000  were  struck. 


Very  scarce  in  this  grade . 675.00 

1892-0  AU-50  (PCGS) . 550.00 

1892-S  EF-45 . 525.00 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1893  AU-50/55  . 395.00 

1893  AU-50 . 350.00 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  surfaces  with  light 

amber  toning  and  sharp  strike . 675.00 

1894- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  choice  example  with 

light  golden  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous . 550.00 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 599.00 

1896  AU-55 . 450.00 

1898  AU-50 . 325.00 

1899  EF-40 . 139.00 

1899-0  AU-50 . 365.00 

1899-0  VF-35 . 125.00 

1899- S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  EF-45 . 175.00 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 395.00 

1900-S  EF-40 . 225.00 


1901  EF-40 . 145.00 

1902  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  375.00 

1902-0  EF-45 . 199.00 

1902- S  AU-50 . 435.00 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 295.00 

1904  AU-55 . 435.00 

1906  AU-50 . 315.00 

1906-D  AU-50 . 325.00 

1906-0  AU-50 . 325.00 

1906- S  EF-40 . 250.00 

1907- 0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  995.00 

1907-0  MS-61  (NGC) . 599.00 

1907-0  VF-30 . 79.00 

1907-0  VF-20 . 89.00 

1907-S  F-12 . 69.00 

1907-S/S  Repunched  Mintmark.  VF-30  (ANACS 

Cache) . 195.00 


Liberty  Seated  Coins 

The  term  very'  interesting  describes  the  latest 
issue  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  put  out  by  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  We  enjoyed 
Jack  Marston’s  article  about  the  1873  Open  3 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  with  Proof  finish — 
although  whether  it’s  a  Proof  or  prooflike  has 
apparently  attracted  several  differing  opinions. 
In  any  event,  the  piece  is  certified  as  Proof-6 1  by 
NGC,  and  may  be  the  only  Open  3  known  with 
Proof  finish.  Here  indeed  is  a  generally  unrec¬ 
ognized  rarity. 

Concerning  another  variety,  Donald  Helpher 
speculated,  correctly  so  in  our  opinion,  that 
manyofthe  129,950 1855-Shalfdollarsminted 
were  sent  to  China  to  purchase  goods  there. 

The  entire  subject  of  shipping  silver  coins  to 
China  in  the  days  before  the  trade  dollar  be¬ 
came  a  reality  (1873)  is  one  which  would  admit 
of  a  good  topic  for  expansion.  In  my  new  book 
on  silver  dollars  I  devoted  quite  a  few  para¬ 
graphs  on  this,  and  the  fact  that  1859-S  silver 
dollars  were  specifically  struck  in  request  for  an 
export  coin.  However,  more  information  re¬ 
mains  to  be  unearthed. 

Years  ago  we  recall  obtaining  a  large  hoard 
of  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  from  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  of  the  early  1860s,  which  had 
come  back  from  the  Orient,  and  which  had 
silver  scraped  off  of  the  Liberty  Seated  figure  in 
a  manner  that  was  not  easy  to  detect  upon  close 
examination — a  “shaving”  that,  apparently, 
brought  a  profit  to  those  who  did  it. 

Other  worthwhile  articles  in  The  Gobrecht 
Journal  were  by  Larry  Rausch,  Weimar  White, 
Maurice  Rosen,  David  Hensley,  Jason  Carter, 
Carson  Torpey,  Del  Romines,  William  Harmon, 
Christopher  Pilliod,  John  McCloskey,  Andrew 
Wells,  and  Paul  Brill. 

If  you  want  to  join  the  LSCC — and  we 
highly  recommend  it — just  send  $15  to  LSCC, 
c/o  John  Kroon,  Box  1062,  Midland,  Michi¬ 
gan  48641.  Mention  that  Dave  Bowers  sug¬ 
gested  you  join  (  although  I  derive  no  benefit 
from  this — except  seeing  you  enjoy  yourself 
as  a  member).  By  the  way,  I  had  a  nice  visit 
with  John  Kroon  at  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
bourse  table  at  this  year’s  ANA  Convention  in 
Baltimore. 


1908  EF-40 . 135.00 

1908-D  AU-58 . 415.00 

1908-D  AU-50 . 345.00 

1908-0  EF-45 . 195.00 


1910  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  with 
light  lilac  over  deep  mirror  fields.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  a  coin  which  is  highly  desired  as 
a  Proof  and  also  as  a  regular  date,  the  related 
business  strike  mintage  being  low.  The  con¬ 


noisseur  will  appreciate  this  one! . 2375.00 

1911  AU-55 . 375.00 

1911-D  EF-45 . 195.00 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 650.00 

1913-D  AU-50 . 325.00 

1913-D  VF-30 . 119.00 

1913-D  VF-20 . 75.00 

1913-S  VF-30 . 135.00 


The  First 
Denver  Mint 
Peace  Dollar 

What  A  Great  Way 
to  Start  A  Collection 

The  first  Denver  Mint  Peace  silver  dollar 
was  the  1 922-D.  And,  what  a  great  way  to 
start  a  collection  of  Peace  dollars:  Buy  a 
certified  MS-64  (NGC  or  PCGS)  1 922-D,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  regularly  $79,  for  the 
introductory  price  of  just  $65.  And,  if  you 
promise  not  to  tell  anyone,  you  can  buy 
for  just  $100  total  one  of  these  1 922-D 
silver  dollars  PLUS  a  copy  of  John  Highfill’s 
The  Comprehensive  US.  Silver  Dollar  Ency¬ 
clopedia  (cover  price  $100) 

Limit:  One  per  buyer.  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

O  1 922-D  Only  $65 

t>  1 922-D  and  Book  $100 
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Gem  Proof  1914  50<t 


1914  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  gray  and  lilac  toning 
over  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  truly  out¬ 
standing  value !  Only  380  Proofs  were  struck,  the 
lowest  Proof  mintage  figure  since  the  1 850s !  The 

key  Proof  coin  in  the  Barber  series . 2350.00 

1914-S  EF-40 . 175.00 


Gem  Proof  1915  50<t 


1915  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Stunningly  beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  and  lilac  toning.  A  superb 
specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  and  most  desired 
issues  in  the  series.  Only  450  Proofs  were  struck 
(second  lowest  mintage  in  the  series);  in  addi¬ 
tion,  business  strikes  are  rare  as  well.  If  you 
want  one  of  the  very  finest  Proof  1915  half 
dollars  in  existence,  your  search  ends  right 
here . 3650.00 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

As  more  and  more  discriminating  buyers  make 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters 
for  Premium  Quality  Liberty  Walking  halves,  qual¬ 
ity  coins  become  more  difficult  for  us  to  find !  Check 
our  selection  of  early  dates,  and  our  “grid”  offering 
of  later  issues.  Use  this  listing  to  fill  in  your  collec¬ 
tion — or  to  start  one.  If  you  are  a  “fussy”  buyer, 
you’ll  be  delighted  with  the  quality  you  receive! 


1916  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750.00 

1916  MS-63 . 460.00 

1916  MS-62  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1916  AU-55 . 230.00 

1916  AU-50 . 210.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 1250.00 

1916-S  MS-62  (NGC) . 995.00 


1916-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  virtually  fully 


The  ( ’ollector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries — and  always  has  been — since  we  be¬ 
gan  business  in  1953.  If  you  are  a  serious 
numismatist,  let  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
help  you  find  the  special  pieces  you’ve  been 
looking  for. 


lustrous.  Conservatively  graded.  Many  would 
call  this  full  MS-60.  A  “buy”  as  such. ...  795.00 
1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  In  fact,  the 
frost  is  so  deep  that  it  is  almost  three  dimen¬ 
sional!  . 975.00 

1917  MS-62 . 149.00 

1917  AU-55 . 75.00 

19 17-D  Obverse.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  a  few  touches 

of  golden  toning . 995.00 

1917-D  Obverse.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 850.00 

1917- S  Reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 640.00 

1918  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  675.00 

1918  AU-58 . 350.00 

1918- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 1095.00 

1918-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

toning . 895.00 


Lustrous  1919  504 


1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  fully 
brilliant,  and  deeply  lustrous  specimen.  We 
have  never  seen  a  nicer  piece  at  this  grade  level. 


Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 2950.00 

1919  VF-30  (PCGS) . 185.00 


1920  MS-64  (NGC) .  A  splendid  gem  with  delicate 
golden  toning  around  the  periphery.  The  finest 
we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  You’ll  love 


owning  it!  . 1650.00 

1920  MS-63 . 525.00 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1850.00 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1150.00 

1929-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 1150.00 

1934  MS-62 . 65.00 

1934-S  MS-63 . 675.00 

1934- S  MS-60 . 240.00 

1935- D  EF-40 . 26.00 

1936  Proof-65  (NGC) . 2495.00 


1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen,  brilliant 
at  the  centers  with  light  golden  toning  at  the 
borders.  The  lowest  mintage  of  all  Proof  half 
dollars  1936  to  date;  a  modem  classic!  1750.00 
1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  specimen, 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  existence  at  this 


grade  level . 1295.00 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1936-D  MS-64 . 165.00 

1936-D  MS-63 . 119.00 

1936-D  EF-45 . 25.00 


1937  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1937  MS-64 . 95.00 

1937  MS-62  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1937-D  MS-63 . 225.00 

1937- D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1938  MS-61 . 85.00 

1938- D  EF-40 . 125.00 

1939  Proof-66  (NGC) . 975.00 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1939  MS-63 . 65.00 

1939- D  MS-63 . 59.00 

1940  MS-64 . 65.00 

1940  MS-63 . 50.00 

1940- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  No  AW  monogram.  A  bril¬ 
liant  gem . 835.00 


The  monogram  was  polished  off  during  the  die  preparation 
process;  these  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  from  January 
through  October  1941. 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  No  AW  monogram. 550.00 
1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  No  AW  monogram. 550.00 
1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  No  AW  monogram. 495.00 
1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Variety  with  designer’s  AW 
monogram;  scarce;  said  to  have  been  struck 
only  late  in  the  1941  year.  Brilliant . 495.00 


1941  MS-66  (NGC) . 249.00 

1941  MS-65 . 135.00 

1941  MS-64 . 59.00 

1941  MS-63 . 45.00 

1941-S  MS-63 . 159.00 

1941- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 129.00 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 415.00 

1942  MS-65 . 135.00 

1942  MS-63 . 45.00 

1942  AU-55 . 19.00 

1942  AU-50 . 14.00 

1942- D  MS-63 . 79.00 

1943  MS-65 . 135.00 

1943  MS-64 . 59.00 

1943  MS-63 . 45.00 

1943/2-D  MS-63.  Breen-5205  . 295.00 

1943- D  AU-58 . 23.00 

1943-S  MS-64 . 95.00 

1944  MS-65 . 135.00 


1944  MS-64.  Sparkling,  lustrous  gems.  Each:  59.00 


1944  MS-63 . 45.00 

1944  MS-61 . 35.00 

1944-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265.00 

1944-D  MS-64 . 85.00 

1944-D  MS-63 . 55.00 

1944-S  MS-65 . 925.00 

1944-S  MS-64 . 115.00 

1945  MS-65 . 135.00 

1945  MS-64 . 59.00 


Loves  Commemorative  Club! 

The  following  letter  is  to  Gail  Watson: 

“Dear  Gail, 

“Thank  you  for  all  the  excellent  coins  you  have 
been  sending  me  as  part  of  my  Commemorative 
Coin  Club  membership.  They  have  been  superb  in 
all  ways — grade,  appeal,  and  reasonable  price.  In 
fact,  I  have  some  other  certified  coins  that  I  pur¬ 
chased  in  the  past — and  now,  after  seeing  your 
quality,  would  like  to  upgrade  by  getting  more 
coins  from  you.  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  list  of 
what  I  would  like  to  trade  in.  Thank  you  again. 

Ronnie  W.” 
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Want  List  Program 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  special  coins  you 
are  looking  for?  Send  it  to  us,  and  we  will  let 
you  know  when  we  come  across  the  items  you 
are  seeking. 


1945  MS-63 . 45.00 

1945-D  MS-65 . 149.00 

1945-D  MS-63 . 49.00 

1945-D  AU-55 . 16.00 

1945-S  MS-64 . 65.00 

1945- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 42.00 

1946  MS-65 . 139.00 

1946  MS-64 . 59.00 

1946- D  MS-65 . 159.00 

1946-D  MS-64 . 59.00 

1946-D  MS-63 . 45.00 

1946- S  MS-63 . 55.00 

1947  MS-64 . 65.00 

1947- D  MS-65 . 139.00 

1947-D  MS-64 . 65.00 

1947-D  MS-63 . 49.00 


LIBERTY  WALKING  HALF  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1934  to  1947 

In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand- 
selected  by  Dave  Bowers,  MarkBorckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$85 

$165 

$475 

1934-D 

475 

1595 

1934-S 

1275 

2695 

1935 

109 

395 

1935-D 

275 

450 

1450 

1936 

55 

95 

175 

1936-D 

119 

165 

425 

1936-S 

310 

675 

1937 

60 

95 

1937-D 

225 

285 

1937-S 

195 

299 

635 

1938-D 

585 

715 

1095 

1939 

85 

169 

1939-D 

85 

1940 

50 

65 

139 

1940-S 

55 

95 

459 

1941 

45 

59 

135 

1941-D 

55 

85 

165 

1941-S 

159 

280 

1250 

Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1942 

$45 

$59 

$135 

1942-D 

79 

129 

265 

1942-S 

75 

120 

535 

1943 

45 

59 

135 

1943-D 

90 

115 

259 

1943-S 

59 

95 

415 

1944 

45 

59 

135 

1944-D 

55 

85 

149 

1944-S 

59 

115 

925 

1945 

45 

59 

135 

1945-D 

49 

65 

149 

1945-S 

49 

65 

245 

1946 

45 

59 

139 

1946-D 

45 

59 

159 

1946-S 

55 

65 

159 

1947 

45 

65 

139 

1947-D 

49 

65 

139 

Franklin  Half  Dollars 


We  offer  good  buys  in  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
issues.  Check  our  listings.  You  will  be  delighted 
with  our  quality  and  value.  Use  this  offering  to  add 
to  your  set,  or  to  start  one!  Special  DISCOUNT 
SALE  Offer:  Buy  10  or  more  different  dates  and 
mintmarks  of  Franklin  half  dollars  at  the  same 
time,  and  you  can  have  a  5%  discount  on  your 
purchase.  Mention  “Franklin  Half  Dollar  Discount 
Offer”  when  you  order.  This  is  our  way  of  helping 
you  get  started  on  your  collection! 


1949-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  this  high 


grade . 995.00 

1949-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1949- S  AU-58 . 49.00 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1950  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1950  MS-65  (NGC) . 125.00 

1950- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 465.00 

1950-D  MS-64 . 59.00 

1950- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 299.00 

1951  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1951- S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1951-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59.00 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1952  Proof-65  (NGC) . 159.00 

1952  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1952  Proof-64 . 150.00 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 150.00 


1952  Proof-63 . 99.00 

1952- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1953  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 1 10.00 

1953  Proof-64 . 95.00 

1953  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1953  MS-65 . 165.00 

1953  MS-64  (PCGS) . 60.00 

1953- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 175.00 

1953- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1954  Proof-67  (NGC) . 135.00 

1954  Proof-65  (NGC) . 75.00 

1954  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1954  MS-66  (NGC) . 550.00 

1954  MS-65 . 79.00 

1954  MS-65  (NGC) . 79.00 

1954  MS-64 . 29.00 

1954  MS-63 . 15.00 

1954- D  MS-65 . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC) . 145.00 

1954-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC) . 315.00 

1954-S  MS-65 . 59.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 55.00 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1954-S  MS-64 . 35.00 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1955  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1955  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1955  Proof-63 . 55.00 

1955  MS-65 . 49.00 

1956  Proof-67  (NGC) . 75.00 

1956  MS-63 . 12.00 

1956  Full  Cameo.  Proof-67  (NGC) . 160.00 

1957  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1957  Proof-66  (NGC) . 35.00 

1957  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1957  Proof-64 . 19.00 

1957  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1958  Proof-67  (NGC) . 375.00 

1958- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 16.00 

1959  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1959  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1959  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 23.00 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185.00 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1959  MS-64 . 15.00 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1959- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 219.00 

1959- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 23.00 

1960  Proof-65  (NGC) . 22.00 

1960  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1960  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1960  MS-63 . 9.00 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS) . 14.00 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  in  this  grade . 795.00 

1960- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1961  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1961  Proof-65 . 29.00 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1961  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1961  MS-65  (NGC) . 275.00 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1962  Proof-67  (NGC) . 59.00 

1962  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 


1962  Proof-65 . 25.00 
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1962  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1962  Proof-64  (.PCGS) . 19.00 

1962- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1963  Proof-65 . 25.00 

1963  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1963  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS) . 22.00 

1963- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 22.00 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 22.00 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 29.00 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars!  We  offer  a  wonderful  selection  of 
coins  of  this  denomination,  from  early  issues 
through  the  Peace  series.  Along  the  way  are  many 
prime  rarities  and  other  notable  pieces. 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Beautiful  1796  $1 

1796  BB-61.  EF-45  (NGC).  A  very  hand¬ 
some  early  dollar,  with  silver  gray  surfaces, 
lightly  toned  around  the  rims.  Excellent  defini¬ 
tion  of  details  throughout.  Some  original  lustre 
can  be  seen  in  letter  interstices  and  other  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  A  beautiful  specimen.  ..4150.00 


1798  BB-125.  Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse.  AU- 

50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Brilliant  surfaces. 
Sharply  defined,  well  struck,  and  quite  lus¬ 
trous.  Of  course,  as  with  any  purchase  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  your  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed . 3350.00 

1799  BB-166.  VF-35.  Medium  gray  and  lilac  sur¬ 

faces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  the  date, 
variety,  and  grade . 895.00 

1799  BB-167.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 895.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  very  popular  with  our 
clients,  and  justifiably  so,  as  they  offer  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  scarcity,  attractiveness  of  design,  and  his¬ 


torical  significance. 

1841  VF-25 . 235.00 

1842  AU-50 . 525.00 

1842  VF-20 . 195.00 

1843  AU-50 . 525.00 

1845  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  original 

mint  lustre  still  remaining;  an  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low  mintage  date . 625.00 

1847  AU-55 . 595.00 

1850  EF-40.  Gray  toned  surfaces . 1095.00 

Only  7,500  were  struck  of  this  issue. 


Rare  1855  Dollar 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  The  1855  silver  dol¬ 
lar  is  very  rare  in  high  business  strike  grades. 
Only  a  few  exist.  Often,  a  span  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  a  specimen  in  stock. 
This  beauty  will  be  an  attraction  in  any  special¬ 
ized  collection . 5995.00 


1856  EF-40.  Very  rare,  and  somewhat  under- 

appreciated  (in  our  opinion) . 875.00 

1857  MS-62  (NGC) . 4495.00 

1859  AU-50.  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 

Much  rarer  than  its  New  Orleans  counter¬ 
part . 1595.00 

1859-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 1195.00 

1859-0  VF-30 . 235.00 

1859- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning.  A  pleas¬ 

ing  specimen  of  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint 
Liberty  Seated  dollar . 1695.00 

The  1859-S  dollar  can  be  called  a  “trade  dollar”  of  sorts,  as 
it  was  specifically  minted  in  response  to  a  call  by  San  Francisco 
merchants  for  a  large  silver  coin  suitable  for  use  in  the  export 
trade. 

1860- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  hint  of  attractive  toning  around  the 
periphery.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  this 
grade  level . 1895.00 


Glittering  Gem  Proof  1864  Dollar 
Proof-64  (NGC) 


1864  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  gem 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  dates 
in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series.  Deep  mirror 
Proof  surfaces  are  very  delicately  toned.  Wor¬ 
thy  of  the  finest  collection . 6350.00 

Only  470  Proofs  were  struck.  At  the  time,  during  the  midst  of 
the  Civil  War,  the  Mint  would  not  accept  U.S.  paper  money  at 
par  to  buy  Proofs.  Rather,  payment  had  to  be  made  in  coins! 
Federal  paper  money  traded  at  a  sharp  discount  to  federal  silver 
coins. 


1866  VG-8 . 195.00 

1868  G-6 . 115.00 

1869  AU-50.  Much  original  mint  lustre  is  still  seen. 

Light  gray  surfaces  with  a  tinge  of  iridescence. 
Scarce  date . 895.00 

1871  Proof-61.  Gunmetal-blue  toning.  1495.00 
1872-CC  F-12  (PCGS) . 1850.00 

Morgan  Dollars 

Morgan  dollars  are  the  most  popular  series  in 
American  numismatics.  Check  our  listings  care¬ 
fully.  If  you  are  a  Morgan  dollar  specialist,  or  want 
to  become  one,  make  us  your  headquarters  for 
quality  and  value.  Try  us  for  your  first  order,  and 
you’ll  come  back  again  and  again!  A  good  way  to 
get  started  is  to  pick  a  grade  you  like  for  its 
combination  of  quality  and  price — say,  MS-63  or 
MS-64 — and  buy  as  many  different  dates  as  you 
can  afford.  Later,  you  can  buy  the  rarer  issues  in 


lesser  grades  if  desired. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62 . 65.00 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 . 525.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 . 69.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63  PL 

(PCGS) . 475.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(NGC) . 250.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 250.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 89.00 

1878-CC  MS-64 . 295.00 

1878-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1878-CC  MS-62 . 89.00 

1878-CC  MS-61  PL . 95.00 

1878-CC  MS-61 . 85.00 

1878-S  MS-65  PL . 395.00 

1878-S  MS-64 . 69.00 

1878-S  MS-62  PL . 49.00 

1878-S  MS-63  DMPL . 225.00 


1878-1884-S  Dollar  Set.  7  Pieces.  AU-50-M.  Early 
San  Francisco  Set.  Morgan  dollar  set  represent¬ 
ing  the  first  seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco 


More  on  the  Mint  Cabinet 


In  a  recent  letter  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz  commented: 

“1  enjoyed  Henry  T.  HettgeTs  article  in  Rare  Coin 
Review# 91,  ‘Establishing  the  Mint  Cabinet.’  I  have 
no  corrections  to  offer,  but  one  piece  of  information 
to  add.  On  April  14,  1841,  pioneer  numismatist 
Robert  Gilmor,  Jr.,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  renowned 
American  statesman  Joel  Roberts  Poinsett,  in  which 
the  following  statement  appeared: 

“  ‘Mr.  Eckfeldt  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  has  been  of 
great  service  to  me,  and  was  stimulated  by  my 
attempt  to  commence  one  for  the  Mint,  itself, 
which  realy  fjic]  ought  not  to  be  without  a 


specimen  of  every  one  of  its  coins.’ 

“Since  Gilmor  began  collecting  coins  seri¬ 
ously  as  early  as  1801,  and  since  he  had  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  Mint  Cabinet  by  1821,  this  sugges¬ 
tion  could  have  come  well  in  advance  of  the 
official  commencement  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in 
June  of  1838.  The  only  problem,  of  course,  is  that 
there  is  no  confirmation  of  this  fact  from  any 
other  source.  Still,  it  is  worth  mentioning  when 
considering  the  history  of  what  is  now  the  na¬ 
tional  Numismatic  Collection  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.” 
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Mint  in  custom  imprinted  plastic  display  holder. 
The  five  coins  dated  1878-S  through  1882-S 
average  MS-62;  and  the  two  coins  dated  1883- 
S  and  1884-S  are  AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for 
“Early  San  Francisco  Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when 
ordering . 549.00 

1879  MS-64  PL  (NGC) . 350.00 

1879-CC  Perfect  CC.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

specimen  of  the  rarest  of  the  early-date  Carson 
City  issue  of  the  1878-1885  date  range.  1795.00 

1879-S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Scarce 

variety . 149.00 

1880  MS-63 . 49.00 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An 

attractive  Carson  City  dollar . 1795.00 

The  Reverse  of  1878  has  the  top  arrow  feather  parallel  to  the 
shaft,  while  the  reverse  of  1879  has  the  top  arrow  feather 
slanted .  This  1 880-CC  variety  is  about  five  times  or  so  rarer  than 
the  regular-style  reverse  (Reverse  of  79)  of  the  year. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS). 535.00 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS). 265.00 


1880-CC  MS-62 . 159.00 

1880-0  MS-63 . 475.00 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1880- S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1881  MS-63 . 49.00 

1881- CC  MS-65 . 525.00 

Collecting  suggestion:  Put  together  a  set  of  Carson  City  Mint 
Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1893.  This  1881-CC  will  look  nice  in  it! 

1881-0  MS-64 . 199.00 

1881-0  MS-62 . „ . 25.00 

1881-S  MS-65  PL . 195.00 

1881-S  MS-64 . 59.00 

1881-S  MS-64.  A  sparkling  beauty  for . 59.00 

1881- S  MS-63 . 49.00 

1882  MS-63 . 49.00 

1882- CC  MS-64  (GSA) . 135.00 

1882-CC  MS-63  PL  (GSA).  In  General  Services 

Administration  holder . 95.00 

1882-CC  MS-63 . 89.00 

1882-O/S  AU-50 . 65.00 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499.00 

1882- S  MS-64 . 63.00 

1883  MS-64 . 70.00 

1883  MS-63 . 49.00 

1883- CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Popular  Carson  City  issue  109.00 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA) . 79.00 

1883-CC  MS-63 . 79.00 

1883-CC  MS-62 . 75.00 

1883-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1883- S  and  1884-S  Dollar  pair.  Both  AU-50.  In  cus¬ 
tom  plastic  holder  with  gold  imprint . 385.00 

1884  MS-62 . 29.00 

1884  MS-60 . 19.00 

1884  MS-63  DMPL . 235.00 

1884- CC  MS-65 . 265.00 

1884-CC  MS-63 . 79.00 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 69.00 

1884-CC  MS-62 . 69.00 

1884-CC  MS-60 . 59.00 

1884-0  MS-65 . 139.00 

1884-0  MS-64 . 59.00 

1884-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1884-S  AU-55 . 375.00 

1884- S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1885  MS-65 . 149.00 

1885  MS-64 . 59.00 

1885- CC  MS-64 . 325.00 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 235.00 


1885-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1885-0  MS-62 . 29.00 

1885-0  MS-61 . 22.00 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1886  MS-65 . 139.00 

1886  MS-64 . 59.00 

1886- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  The  1886-0  is  elusive  in  all 

Mint  State  grades . 565.00 

1886-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1887  MS-63 . 49.00 


1887/6  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  major 
rarity  among  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dol¬ 


lars . 1950.00 

1887/6-0  Overdate.  MS-63.  Beautiful  light 
golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest  varieties 
in  the  series . 2150.00 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS) . 63.00 

1888  MS-64 . 63.00 

1888- S  MS-61 . 135.00 

1890  MS-63 . 59.00 

1890-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful!  . 895.00 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 360.00 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1890- S  MS-63 . 75.00 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1891  MS-62 . 95.00 

1891  MS-61  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1891  MS-61  (NGC) . 65.00 

1891- CC  MS-63.  Becoming  hard  for  us  to  find  at 

this  grade  level . 335.00 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 239.00 

1891-CC  MS-61 . 169.00 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS) . 159.00 

1891-S  MS-64 . 275.00 

1891- S  MS-63 . 85.00 

1892  MS-64.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 

issues  of  the  era . 625.00 

1892- CC  AU-50 . 210.00 


1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 


mint  lustre  remains.  Popular  rarity . 2950.00 

1892-S  EF-40 . 135.00 

1892-S  VF-25 . 42.00 


Thanks  From  Washington 

The  following  is  from  R.A.  from  the  state  of 
Washington: 

“Thank  you  for  the  nice  coins  you  have  sent 
me.  My  collection  is  growing  nicely.  The  Proof- 
64  Shield  nickel  you  sent  is  better  than  one  I 
purchased  elsewhere  as  Proof-65 — much  bet¬ 
ter  in  fact.  I  can’t  wait  to  see  the  Indian  cents 
you  are  sending!” 


1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
One  of  the  rarest  Carson  City  dollars;  second 


only  to  the  1889-CC . 1995.00 

1893-CC  EF-40 . 450.00 


1893-S  VF-25.  A  very  nice  specimen,  for  the 
grade,  of  the  single  most  desired  issue  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series.  Seeing  that  a  Mint  State 
coin  costs  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  this  nice 
VF-25  should  be  an  economically  viable  pur¬ 


chase  for  the  astute  specialist . 1195.00 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issue . 875.00 

1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
frosty.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  issue.  The 
reverse  would  grade  higher  if  evaluated  sepa¬ 
rately . 1750.00 

1894-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 240.00 

1894- S  MS-60 . 395.00 

1895- 0  AU-50 . 825.00 

1896  MS-63 . 49.00 

1896- 0  AU-58 . 159.00 

1896-0  AU-55 . 129.00 

1896- 0  AU-50 . 110.00 

1897- 0  MS-62 .  This  is  a  difficult  variety  to  obtain 

in  Mint  State . 1595.00 

1897-0  AU-58 . 695.00 

1897-0  AU-50 . 95.00 

1897-S  MS-64 . 129.00 

1897-S  MS-63 . 65.00 

1897- S  MS-61 . 42.00 

1898  MS-63 . 49.00 

1898- 0  MS-65 . 159.00 

1898-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS) . 345.00 

1898-0  MS-64 . 59.00 

1898-0  MS-64  DMPL  (NGC) . 235.00 

1898- 0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1899- 0  MS-64 . 63.00 

1899- S  MS-63 . 325.00 

1900  MS-65 . 235.00 

1900  MS-64 . 69.00 

1900- O/CC  MS-63.  One  of  the  most  interesting 

varieties  in  the  series.  Brilliant . 395.00 

1900- S  MS-63 . 235.00 

1901  AU-53 . 325.00 

1901- 0  MS-65 . 239.00 

1901-0  MS-64  PL . 99.00 

1901-0  MS-64 . 59.00 

1901-0  MS-63  PL . 55.00 

1901-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1901-0  MS-62 . 29.00 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 
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This  &  That 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


WHAT  IS  IT  WORTH?  How  much  would  you 
pay  for  a  common  1890  British  halfpenny  with  a 
hole  through  the  center?  If  your  answer  was  $2,042, 
you  are  right.  This  is  about  $2,041.50  more  than 
most  people  would  guess — and  even  50<t  might 
seem  high.  However,  this  was  an  1890  halfpenny 
coin  with  a  difference — Annie  Oakley  had  shot  a 
hole  through  its  center,  and  the  piece  was  docu¬ 
mented  as  such.  The  sale  took  place  at  Christie’s  in 
London.  (Item  submitted  by  Tony  Cetera,  a  reader  of 
ours  from  Japan.) 

*  *  * 

THERE  MUST  BE  SOME  EVIDENCE 
SOMEWHERE:  Proponents  who  say  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  global  warming  received  a 
setback  when  a  recent  issue  of  Science  reported 
that  growth  rings  from  a  3,613-year-old  South 
American  tree  showed  no  evidence  whatsover  that 
the  climate  was  being  warmed  during  the  indus¬ 
trial  age.  Earlier,  the  White  House  re¬ 
fused  to  back  proponents  of  global  warm¬ 
ing,  citing  lack  of  scientific  evidence. 
However,  for  the  sake  of  publicity,  here’s 
hoping  that  somewhere,  somehow,  ecolo¬ 
gists  find  some  evidence  that  there  is 
global  warming.  Personally,  here  in  New 
Hampshire  we  wouldn’t  mind  a  bit  of 
global  warming — especially  in  the  middle 
of  winter! 

*  *  * 

WORTH  A  BONUS?:  Reader  Tom 
Kogut  writes:  “Lot  No.  2  of  your  Edmonton 
sale  catalogue  notes,  ‘Surfaces  faintly  po¬ 
rous  around  the  ponderous  pachyderm.’ 

Sure  beats  ‘lightly  cleaned  long  ago!’  Keep 

up  the  good  work!” 

*  *  * 

IN  THE  NEWS:  Problems  with  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants  in  Ireland,  and  violence.  Re¬ 
forming  the  Post  Office.  The  separation  of  church 
and  state.  Are  these  something  out  of  a  current 
newspaper?  Not  quite.  These  are  subjects  dis¬ 
cussed  in  The  Edinburgh  Review,  American  edition, 
published  in  New  York  in  1839.  The  more  things 

change,  the  more  they  stay  the  same. 

*  ★  ★ 

TO  MUSIC  CITY,  USA?  A  recent  letter  in  The 
Numismatist,  from  Peter  J.  Coles,  recommends 
relocating  the  American  Numismatic  Association 


headquarters  from  Colorado  Springs  to  a  more 
populous  area,  for  example,  Nashville  or  Atlanta. 
Did  you  know  that  the  headquarters  site  was 
almost  Omaha,  Nebraska,  when  the  matter  was 
being  first  considered  in  the  1960s?  The  theory 
was  that  the  Association  would  have  access  to  the 
Byron  Reed  Collection  owned  by  the  City  Library 
there. 

★  ★  ★ 

BUT  DOES  IT  CATCH  TYPOS?:  A  recent 
solicitation  from  Data  Ventures  offers  a  software 
package  “bundled  with  the  ‘Mecedes’  of  computers.” 
Moreover,  one  version  was  said  to  have  a  “High 
Denstiy  Floppy  Drive.”  Already  we’re  skeptical! 

★  Vr  ★ 

GROVER  CRISWELL  recently  sent  your  edi¬ 
tor  a  copy  of  his  Guide  to  Confederate  Money — what 
he  called  a  “Yankee  edition”  with  the  cover  printed 
in  blue! 


★  *  * 

THE  PIONEER  MEMORIAL,  depicted  on  the 
reverse  of  the  1936  Elgin  Centennial  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar,  has  never  been  built,  although 
funds  have  been  gathered  since  the  1930s  for  its 
erection.  The  work  of  the  late  sculptor  Trygve 
Rovelstad,  the  Memorial  is  truly  impressive.  We 
recently  enjoyed  a  photo  journalism  piece  on  the 
statue  by  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin,  managing  editor  of 
Numismatic  News.  Depicted — in  addition  to  vari¬ 
ous  statues  and  sculptures  of  the  artist — were  well- 


known  numismatists  Don  and  Helen  Carmody,  and 
the  artist’s  widow,  Gloria  Rovelstad.  In  1991,  at  the 
ANA  Convention  in  Chicago,  we  had  a  nice  chat 
with  Mrs.  Rovelstad,  who  had  been  a  pen  and 
telephone  acquaintance  earlier,  and  who  helped 
with  the  Elgin  section  of  our  Commemorative  Coins 

of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  book. 

★  ★  ★ 

“IT  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN”  DEPARTMENT: 

Our  friend  Bob  King,  who  now  hails  from  Iowa  and 
used  to  be  a  classmate  of  ours  in  Forty  Fort  (Penn¬ 
sylvania)  High  School,  recently  wrote  that  he 
opened  a  one-ton  steel  safe,  over  100  years  old, 
that  he  had  bought  a  number  of  years  ago  without 
knowing  what  might  be  in  it.  You  guessed  right:  it 
was  empty. 

*  *  * 

WE’VE  ALWAYS  WONDERED  why  there  is 
so  much  commotion  when  the  price  of  gold  goes 
up  and  down — and  the  market  demand  for  rare 
such  as  pre-1934  issues  in  all  series,  gold  dollars, 
$3  pieces,  etc.,  flows  or  ebbs.  Actually,  on  rare 
gold  the  melt-down  value  doesn’t  make  much 
difference.  Who  really  cares  whether  a  Mint  State 
1881  gold  dollar  is  worth  $10  if  melted  down, 
$20,  or  $30  if  the  coin  itself  is  worth  over  $  1 ,000? 
Can  you  imagine  a  headline  such  as:  “Copper 
metal  price  falls  on  commodity  exchange,  causing 
prices  of  large  cents  to  fall  on  coin  market?”  Think 
about  it. 

★  ★  * 

HAVE  YOU  ORDERED  your  William  Blythe 
inaugural  medals  yet?  “The  rest  of  the  story,”  as 
Paul  Harvey  would  say,  is  that  William  Blythe  was 
William  Jefferson  Clinton’s  name  until  he  legally 

adopted  his  stepfather’s  surname  when  he  was  15. 

★  ★  ★ 

IT  PROMPTS  US  TO  THINK  for  each  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  as  to  what  to  put  on  the  cover. 
We  try  to  be  different  with  each.  We  envy  the 
publishers  of  popular  magazines,  who  years 
ago  had  an  easy  job  of  it — they  simply  put 
Jackie  Kennedy  on  the  cover.  Later,  Prin¬ 
cess  Diana  took  her  place  on  almost  every 
issue! 

*  *  * 

IF  YOU  CAN  USE  IT,  the  price  is 
right.  “Former  City  Hall  ideally  located  on 
one  quarter  city  block  in  historic  down¬ 
town.  Three-story  Classic  Revival  build¬ 
ing,  constructed  in  1924,  is  for  sale  by  the 
City  of  Muncie  (Indiana).  Reinforced  con¬ 
crete  structure.  27,336  square  feet.  Good 
condition.  Appraised  value:  $40,000.”  (ad¬ 
vertisement  in  Historic  Preservation  News, 
one  of  about  200  magazines  and  newspa¬ 
pers  we  receive  around  here) 

*  *  * 

DOES  THIS  INCLUDE  E.T.?  “Non 
resident  aliens  receive  more  advanced  university 
degrees  than  any  minority  racial  or  ethnic  group,” 
according  to  a  recent  article  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal. 

★  ★  ★ 

AROUND  COLORADO  SPRINGS  if  you’re 
lucky  you’ll  get  a  chance  to  hear  Kenneth  Bressett, 
editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  a  man  with  more  accomplishments  than 
anyone  can  count,  give  a  talk  titled  “Funny  Money." 
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He  is  listed  with  the  local  Speakers’  Bureau  and 
welcomes  the  chance  to  “spread  the  word”  about 
coin  collecting. 

★  ★  * 

CHEAP,  TOO:  We  would  all  like  to  gain  more 
knowledge,  and  now  for  $8.95,  according  to  a 
recent  Barnes  &  Noble  catalogue,  a  book  titled  How 
to  be  Twice  as  Smart  helps  you  to  learn  the  secret. 
The  same  catalogue  featured  a  book  which,  we 
presume  (but  don’t  know),  blamed  gravity  as  the 

culprit:  Why  Buildings  Fall  Down. 

★  *  ★ 

A  NIFTY  INHERITANCE:  It  recently 
came  to  the  attention  of  Leon  T.  Lindheim, 
coin  columnist  for  The  Plain  Dealer,  Cleve¬ 
land,  that  a  young  man  in  his  area  inher¬ 
ited  an  1895  Proof  set,  complete  through 
the  $20  gold.  Writing  of  the  lucky  situa¬ 
tion,  Lindheim  noted  that  the  condition  of 
the  pieces  was  such  that  the  set  was  worth 

“in  excess  of  $55,000.” 

★  ★  ★ 

POLITICS  AND  GILDED  HOT 
DOGS:  The  following  is  from  a  recent 
publication  of  the  Massachusetts  Histori¬ 
cal  Society:  “To  observe  the  presidential 
election  or,  perhaps,  to  celebrate  the  end  of 
the  interminable  1992  campaign,  the  Soci¬ 
ety  has  mounted  a  small  display  of  items 
drawn  from  our  large  collection  of  presidential 
campaign  memorabilia.  .  .  The  most  recent  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  collection  is  a  set  of  souvenir  mugs  that 
bear  the  likenesses  of  the  1960  Republican  ticket — 
Richard  M.  Nixon  and  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr. 
These  items  are  not  part  of  the  Society’s  large 
collection  of  political  papers  of  Henry  Cabot  Lodge, 
Jr.,  that  includes  such  1960s  memorabilia  as  a 
gilded  Coney  Island  hot  dog.”  Just  thought  our 
readers  would  like  to  know  about  gilded  hot  dogs 
and  their  importance  in  American  history — we 
hadn’t  heard  of  them  before. 

ie  ie  ie 

READING  AN  INDEX  the  other  day  we  noted 
these  entries:  Valentine  greetings,  Vans,  Variety, 
Village  halls,  Villas,  Volcano  eruptions,  and  Voca¬ 
tional  schools.  It  was  an  index  to  categories  on 
antique  postcards  collected  by  members  of  the 

International  Postcard  Exchange. 

★  ★  ★ 

ARE  YOU  FROM  CLEVELAND?  Are  you 

from  Pittsburgh?  The  Vestal  Press  (address  P.O. 
Box  97,  Vestal,  NY  13850)  has  just  published  two 
dandy  books,  one  titled  Cleveland  in  Picture  Post¬ 
cards  1900-1930  and  the  other  titled  Greetings 
from  Pittsburgh — A  Picture  Postcard  History.  If  you 
are  interested,  please  drop  The  Vestal  Press  a 
note — and  while  you’re  at  it,  ask  for  their  catalogue 
of  publications.  (Disclosure — We  are  small  stock¬ 
holders  in  The  Vestal  Press,  because  we  like  what 
they  do!) 

★  ie  ie 

TINA  BROWN,  since  she  has  been  editor  of 
New  Yorker,  has  made  a  number  of  changes — and 
we  feel  that  the  publication  is  going  back  to  its 
former  levels  of  high  appeal  and  interest.  The 
covers,  never  standard  to  begin  with,  are  less 
standard  than  ever.  Your  editor  was  delighted  in 
the  1960s  when  the  magazine  reviewed  one  of  his 
books  in  detail.  Actually,  the  review  made  the  book 
seem  even  more  interesting  than  we  thought  it 


was.  Perhaps  the  reviewer  would  have  done  a 

better  job  of  writing  the  book  than  we  did! 

★  ★  ★ 

PEOPLE  WHO  LIKE  MUSIC  AS  WELL  AS 
CERTIFIED  COINS  no  doubt  will  really  love  music 
by  The  Home  Run  Doggie  Blues  Band,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  issue  of  PCGS  Dealer  Update,  is 
led  by  performers  David  Hall  (founder  of  PCGS)  and 
Steve  Mayer  (manager  of  PCGS) .  Perhaps  we  should 
have  this  musical  group  play  at  our  next  auction?! 


*  *  * 

WINSTON  CHURCHILL  SAID  IT:  “To  jaw 

jaw  is  better  than  to  war-war.” 

ie  ie  ie 

FREQUENT  CORRESPONDENTS  Linda  and 
Mike  Woal,  who  are  enjoying  New  Mexico  follow¬ 
ing  a  recent  move  from  San  Francisco,  sent  a 
brochure  of  the  Hotel  El  Rancho  in  Gallup,  Mexico, 
nearby  where  they  live — a  hotel  founded  in  1937 
and  used  for  years  as  a  getaway  by  Hollywood  film 
folk,  including  the  likes  of  Ronald  Reagan  (didn’t 
he  do  something  else  after  he  left  films?),  Alan 
Ladd,  Betty  Hutton,  John  Wayne,  and  others.  We 

will  have  to  visit  there  sometime. 

★  ★  ★ 

TERMINOLOGY  is  apt  to  change.  Recently, 
while  at  the  local  IGA  market,  we  looked  in  the 
frozen  food  counter  for  shrimp,  and  our  eyes 
alighted  upon  a  container  marked  “jumbo.”  Of 
course,  we  thought  this  was  probably  the  largest 
size.  Wrong!  Nearby  were  some  even  larger  shrimp 
marked  “colossal.”  We  wonder  what  even  larger 
shrimp  might  be  called — super  colossal?  The  term 
jumbo  shrimp  is,  of  course,  a  famous  oxymoron. 
This  reminds  us  of  James  Thurber’s  note  in  his 
book,  The  Years  with  Ross.  Harold  Ross,  editor  of 
The  New  Yorker,  a  literary  perfectionist,  was  taunted 
by  a  review  in  which  a  staffer  of  the  magazine 
reviewed  a  new  structure  on  the  cityscape.  The 
commentary  contained  a  line  something  like  this: 
“The  building  was  pretty  ugly,  and  a  little  big  for  its 
surroundings.” 

ie  ie  k 

WHAT’S  IN  A  WORD?  The  other  day  we  saw 
a  newspaper  article  titled  “Local  Court  Continues 
Investigation.”  The  text  informed  us  that  an  inves¬ 
tigation  was  being  delayed  until  another  time,  the 
legal  meaning  of  the  word  continued,  but  that 
wasn’t  at  all  obvious  from  the  title.  Similarly,  in 
another  context  we  noted  that  oversight  can  mean 
two  directly  opposite  things — to  supervise  and 


watch  something  closely,  or  to  ignore  it!  Then  there 
is  flammable  and  inflammable,  both  of  which  mean 
the  same  thing. 

ie  ie  it 

COLLECTIBLES  take  many  forms.  Recently 
in  Shelby,  Michigan,  an  auction  of  a  roomful  of  Ku 
Klux  Klan  artifacts,  sealed  since  the  1920s,  at¬ 
tracted  bidders  from  all  over  the  United  States 
who  were  interested  in  preserving  the  records  and 
other  material  for  study  and  for  collecting  inter¬ 
ests.  Included  were  membership  docu¬ 
ments.  “The  Michigan  records  show  there 
were  679  members,  including  sheriffs, 
judges,  lawyers,  clergymen,  farmers,  and 
retailers.  Each  piece  of  correspondence 
bore  this  notice:  THIS  MUST  NEVER  FALL 
INTO  THE  HANDS  OF  ANYONE  ELSE 
THAN  YOURSELF.”  Further:  In  mint  con¬ 
dition  a  copy  of  the  April  3,1953,  issue  of 
“TV  Guide”  is  said  to  be  worth  $2,000.  A 
300-year-old  golf  club  sold  in  Scotland  for 
$178,000.  (From  a  recent  issue  of  Kovels 

on  Antiques  and  Collectibles ) 

*  *  * 

A  ROSE  TO  THE  ANA:  Recently  your 
editor  received  a  letter  from  a  youngster, 
Brian  Kelly  who  expressed  interest  in  coins. 
After  corresponding  on  the  subject  of  his 
inquiry,  we  suggested  that  he  join  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association.  We  forwarded  his 
letter  to  the  ANA  and  asked  them  to  send  him  all  the 
information  needed.  Unexpectedly,  we  received 
from  Kim  M.  Dixon,  Membership  Director  of  the 
ANA,  a  copy  of  the  letter  she  sent  to  Brian,  noting 
in  part,  “I  would  like  to  offer  you  a  free  junior 
membership  in  the  ANA  for  one  year.  Just  give  me 
a  call  on  our  1-800-367-9723  line  and  I  would  be 
more  than  happy  to  discuss  the  benefits  and  ser¬ 
vices  we  can  offer  you.  I  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you.”  Good  job,  Kim!  Now,  if  dealers,  other 
organization,  and  everyone  else  in  the  ANA  could 
help  recruit  the  younger  set,  think  how  our  hobby 
will  benefit. 

ie  ie  ie 

LUCKY  FIND:  Armed  with  a  metal  detector 
and  just  a  year’s  worth  of  numismatic  experience 
under  his  belt,  Thomas  G.  Brown,  a  resident  of 
New  Hampshire,  discovered  a  colonial  Pine  Tree 
threepence  on  an  abandoned  farm  near  the 
Merrimack  River.  The  silver  coin  was  dated  1652. 
“I  hunted  for  about  five  hours  in  this  area,  after 
researching  what  I  thought  might  be  good  pros¬ 
pects,”  Brown  said.  “When  I  uncovered  it  about 
three  inches  down  in  the  soil,  I  didn’t  know 
exactly  what  I  had  at  first  but  when  I  got  home 
and  carefully  washed  off  the  dirt,  I  saw  the  date 
1652  and  knew  it  was  an  important  find.”  A  34- 
year  old  self-employed  truck  driver,  Brown  had 
earlier  found  a  Mercury  dime,  then  large  cents, 
two  cent  pieces,  Indian  cents,  and  other  items. 
The  secret  of  his  success:  “Generally,  I  seek  out 
old  towns  and  go  to  the  library,  looking  for 
something  of  interest  about  the  community.  When 
I  get  to  the  site,  I  look  for  the  oldest  tree  and  begin 
my  search  there.  Often  times  I  go  to  churches  and 
ask  for  permission  to  hunt  for  coins.  I  explain 
what  I  am  doing  and  say  they  won’t  even  know 
that  I  have  been  there.  I  have  been  turned  down, 
but  mostly  I  get  permission.”  (From  The  Numis¬ 
matist ) 
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Morgan  Dollars 


Morgan  Dollars 


Magnificent  1901-S  $1 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  sharply  struck,  and  desirable  in  every  re¬ 


spect.  A  coin  for  the  connoisseur . 12900.00 


1901- S  AU-50 . 110.00 

1902- 0  MS-61 . 24.00 

1902- S  MS-64 . 625.00 

1903- 0  MS-63 . 189.00 


From  a  historical  viewpoint,  the  1903-0  is  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  of  all  Morgan  dollars.  In  1962,  before  the  autumn 
release  of  the  Treasury  hoard,  this  was  far  and  away  the  most 
expensive  coin  in  the  series,  catalogued  $  1 ,500  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  was  more  highly  prized  than  the  1893-S  or  1895. 

1904  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  coin 
with  light  lilac,  gray,  and  iridescent  toning. 


Scarce  date . 1895.00 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1904  MS-60 . 69.00 

1904-0  MS-64 . 59.00 

1904-0  MS-63 . 49.00 

1904-0  MS-62 . 23.00 

1904-S  AU-50 . 495.00 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63 . 25.00 


MORGAN  SILVER  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1878  to  1921 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of 
Morgan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want  the 
finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the  price 
paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you  build  a 
collection  of  award-winning  quality! 


Morgan  Dollars 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$95 

$265 

1878  7/8  TF 

155 

525 

1878  7  TF 

69 

235 

1250 

1878-CC 

129 

295 

1550 

1878-S 

69 

295 

1879 

49 

145 

1879-CC 

4250 

1879-0 

239 

585 

|  1879-S 

59 

139 

|  1880 

49 

149 

1880-CC 

219 

345 

695 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1880-S 

$49 

$59 

$139 

1881 

49 

145 

1881-CC 

225 

310 

525 

1881-0 

199 

2495 

1881-S 

49 

59 

139 

1882 

49 

95 

675 

1882-CC 

89 

135 

299 

1882-0 

49 

145 

1195 

1882-S 

49 

63 

139 

1883 

49 

169 

1883-CC 

79 

109 

265 

1883-0 

49 

63 

159 

1883-S 

3650 

1884 

75 

345 

1884-CC 

79 

109 

265 

1884-0 

49 

59 

139 

1885 

49 

59 

149 

1885-CC 

275 

325 

599 

1885-0 

49 

59 

139 

1885-S 

245 

495 

1886 

49 

59 

139 

1886-S 

335 

650 

1887 

49 

63 

139 

1887-0 

149 

585 

1887-S 

240 

599 

1888 

49 

63 

235 

1888-0 

49 

85 

795 

1888-S 

335 

685 

1889 

49 

70 

585 

1889-0 

265 

695 

1889-S 

250 

465 

1890 

59 

365 

3950 

_ 

1890-CC 

4750 

1890-0 

295 

1890-S 

75 

225 

1891 

175 

650 

1891-CC 

335 

750 

2850 

1891-0 

259 

775 

1891-S 

1295 

1892 

625 

1892-CC 

825 

1892-0 

259 

560 

1893 

1375 

1893-CC 

2495 

1893-0 

15900 

1894-0 

3295 

1894-S 

795 

1896 

63 

225 

1897 

75 

375 

1897-S 

65 

129 

499 

1898 

68 

325 

1898-0 

49 

159 

1899 

125 

199 

995 

1899-0 

49 

63 

159 

1899-S 

325 

539 

1350 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900 

$49 

$69 

$235 

1900-0 

49 

59 

149 

1900-O/CC 

395 

625 

1650 

1900-S 

235 

395 

1795 

1901-0 

59 

239 

1901-S 

435 

775 

1902 

165 

695 

1902-0 

49 

65 

185 

1902-S 

359 

625 

1903 

79 

.  275 

1903-0 

189 

235 

450 

1904-0 

49 

59 

139 

1921  Morgan 

25 

35 

195 

1921-D 

39 

89 

439 

1921-S 

49 

149 

1450 

Peace  Dollars 

Use  this  listing  to  start  a  collection  of  Peace 
dollars,  or  add  to  your  present  set.  We  offer  Pre¬ 
mium  Quality  specimens.  Individual  coins  are  listed 
below,  while  pieces  grading  in  the  specific  catego¬ 
ries  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  and  certified  by 
PCGS  or  NGC  are  separately  listed  in  the  “grid”  to 


follow. 

1921  Peace.  MS-64 . 465.00 

The  high-relief  Peace  dollar  of  1921  is  rightfully  considered 
to  be  a  different  design  type  and  is  quite  unlike  the  low-relief 
style  of  1922-1935. 

1921  Peace.  MS-63 . 325.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1921  Peace.  MS-61  (NGC) . 149.00 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 85.00 

1922  MS-64 . 49.00 

1922  MS-62 . 19.00 

1922  MS-60 . 12.00 

1922  AU-58 . 12.00 

1922-D  MS-63 . 42.00 

1922-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1922- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1923  MS-64 . 49.00 

1923  MS-63 . 25.00 

1923  MS-60 . 12.00 

1923- S  MS-63 . 69.00 

1923-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1924  MS-63 . 29.00 

1925- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1926  MS-65 . 599.00 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 

1926  AU-55 . 22.00 

1926- D  MS-64 . 235.00 

1926-S  MS-64 . 275.00 

1926-S  MS-63 . 65.00 

1926- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1927  MS-63 . 145.00 

1927  MS-62  (NGC) . 79.00 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1927- D  MS-63 . 340.00 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  real  value,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  as  these  MS-62  coins  are  just  a  whisper 

away  from  MS-63!  . 235.00 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Just  a  few  remain!  Limit:  one  per  client  for 

just  . 195.00 
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The  1928  Peace  dollar  was  witheld  from  distribution  in  the 
year  of  striking,  the  Treasury  Department  stating  that  the  issue 
was  available  only  for  cornerstone  purposes.  Several  years 
later,  examples  of  this  low-mintage  date  were  paid  out  through 
the  Federal  Reserve  System. 

1928  AU-58 . 159.00 

1934  MS-64 . 315.00 

1934  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Seemingly,  harder  to  find 

in  this  grade  than  in  MS-64;  at  least,  this  has 
been  our  experience! . 1895.00 

1934- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre 

still  remains.  . 575.00 

1935  MS-63 . 85.00 

1935- S  MS-63 . 315.00 


Sandblast  Proofs 

Beginning  with  medals  around  the  turn  of  the 
20th  century,  and  continuing  with  certain  gold 
coins  circa  1 908-191 6,  the  Mint  made  Sandblast 
Proofs  by  bombarding  the  surface  of  specimens 
with  fine-grain  sand  particles.  Recently,  we  en¬ 
countered  this  item  from  The  Granite  State  News, 
Wolfeboro,  January  17,  1881,  which  sheds  light 
on  sand  blasting,  not  of  coins,  but  of  the  process 
in  general.  We  found  it  interesting,  and  thought 
you  might,  too: 

“THE  SAND  BLAST:  Among  the  wonderful 
and  useful  inventions  of  the  times  is  the  com¬ 
mon  sand  blast.  Suppose  you  desire  a  piece  of 
marble  for  a  gravestone.  You  cover  the  stone 
with  a  sheet  of  wax  no  thicker  than  a  wafer, 
then  you  cut  in  the  wax  the  name,  date,  etc., 
leaving  the  marble  exposed.  Now  pass  it  under 
the  blast,  and  the  sand  will  cut  it  away.  Remove 
the  wax  and  you  have  the  raised  letters.  Take  a 
piece  of  French  plate  glass,  say  two  feet  by  six, 
cover  it  with  fine  lace,  and  pass  it  under  the 
blast,  and  not  a  thread  of  the  lace  will  be 
injured,  but  the  sand  will  cut  deep  into  the  glass 
wherever  it  is  not  covered  by  lace.  Now  remove 
the  lace,  and  you  have  every  delicate  and  beau¬ 
tiful  figure  raised  upon  the  glass.  In  this  way 
beautiful  figures  of  all  kind  are  cut  in  glass  and 
at  small  expense.  The  women  can  hold  their 
hands  under  the  blast  without  harm  even  when 
it  is  rapidly  cutting  away  the  hardest  glass,  iron, 
or  stone,  but  they  must  look  out  for  their  nails, 
for  they  will  be  whittled  off  hastily.  ” 


PEACE  DOLLARS 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
PREMIUM  QUALITY! 

1921  to  1935 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the 
finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


Peace  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$325 

$465 

$1650 

1922 

25 

49 

1922-D 

42 

79 

675 

1922-S 

65 

375 

2295 

1923 

25 

49 

199 

1923-D 

79 

265 

1923-S 

69 

425 

1924 

29 

59 

395 

1924-S 

425 

1925 

25 

55 

195 

1925-S 

149 

575 

1926 

45 

79 

599 

1926-D 

119 

235 

895 

1926-S 

65 

275 

1950 

1927 

145 

365 

3950 

1927-D 

340 

595 

1927-S 

195 

715 

1928 

325 

2950 

1928-S 

395 

1934 

139 

315 

1934-D 

195 

595 

2750 

1934-S 

2350 

3650 

5995 

1935 

85 

295 

995 

Eisenhower  Dollars 


1972- S  40%  Silver.  Proof-65 . 10.00 

1973- S  Proof-65 . 26.00 

1976- S  Proof-65 . 10.95 

1977- S  Proof-65 . 12.00 


Trade  Dollars 

Trade  dollars  are  increasing  in  popularity,  and  it 
is  hard  to  keep  nice  pieces  in  stock.  Type  1  obverse 
used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY  point 
toward  the  left.  Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885: 
Ribbon  ends  below  LIBERTY  point  downward. 
Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under  eagle’s 
claw.  Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry 
under  eagle’s  claw. 

Rare  Proof  1873  Trade  $1 
1873  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  interesting  denomi¬ 
nation.  Light  gunmetal-blue  and  gray  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or 
specialized  collection . 1895.00 

The  1873  is  the  rarest  Proof  date  in  the  1873-1883  series, 
followed  by  1874.  The  most  often  seen  (and  also  most  popular, 


which  works  out  just  fine!)  issues  are  the  Proof-only  dates 
1878-1883,  particularly  1879  and  1880. 


1873  MS-62  (PCGS).  When  we  saw  this  little  gem 
(and  we  will  call  it  a  gem  even  though  it  is 
certified  only  as  MS-62)  we  fell  in  love  with  it — 
with  its  satiny,  brilliant  surfaces,  the  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning  on  the  reverse,  and  its  overall 
appeal.  This  is  one  of  our  favorite  new  pur¬ 
chases,  and,  in  our  opinion,  one  of  our  best 


buys.  Your  cost  is  only . 1495.00 

1873-CC  VF-20 . 325.00 


Gem  1873-S  Trade  Dollar 


1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
gray  and  golden  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  handled  of  this,  the  first  trade  dollar 
issue.  Only  a  few  Mint  State  coins  of  this  calibre 
exist.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur . 5750.00 

The  Morgan  &  Orr  press  used  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  to 
coin  these  coins  in  1873  is  presently  on  display  at  the  entrance 
to  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Headquarters  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs. 


1874  AU-58 . 295.00 

1874-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Excellent  strike . 995.00 

In  MS-60  grade,  Carson  City  trade  dollars  are  multiples  rarer, 
as  a  class,  than  San  Francisco  coins. 

1874-S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  attractive  specimen  of 
this  early  San  Francisco  issue . 1750.00 

1874-S  MS-61 . 795.00 

1874-S  AU-55.  Most  original  mint  lustre.  .325.00 

1874- S  EF-45 . 135.00 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61/62.  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Very  attractive . 1295.00 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popu¬ 
lar  Carson  City  issue . 875.00 
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a.  1987  Constitution  dollar 

b.  1988  Olympic  dollar 

c.  1989  Congress  bicentennial  half  dollar 

d.  1991  Mount  Rushmore  half  dollar 


Coin  Quiz 

Focus  on  Commemoratives 
by  Q.  David  Bowers 


ry 

i .  The  1890-1990  commemorative  dollar  ob¬ 
serving  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Eisenhower  features  on  the  obverse  which  of 
the  following  buildings: 

a.  Eisenhower’s  birthplace 

b.  The  Whitehouse 

c.  S.H.A.P.E.  Headquarters  in  Europe 

d.  Eisenhower’s  retirement  home 

H .  Of  all  commemoratives  issued  by  the  United 
States,  just  one  coin  bears  the  word  “COMMEMO¬ 
RATIVE”  as  part  of  the  design — perhaps  alerting 
owners  that  it  is  not  a  regular  issue  (or  whatever 
the  reason  might  have  been).  This  particular  coin 
is  the: 


his  issue’s  Coin  Quiz  highlights  U.S.  com¬ 
memorative  coins.  The  Guide  Book  says, 
“No  nation  has  surpassed  our  own  coun¬ 
try  when  it  comes  to  commemorative 
coins,  and  in  this  we  have  reason  to  be  proud.” 
From  the  19th  century  to  the  present,  commemo¬ 
ratives  have  been  popular.  How  many  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  questions  you  can  answer?  Six  or  better  is 
quite  good,  and  a  score  of  eight  or  more  ranks  you 
in  the  expert  class.  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 

1.  The  centennial  of  statehood  of  Alabama 
was  observed  by  an  issue  of  half  dollars  struck  in 
1921.  However,  1921  was  not  the  official  centen¬ 
nial  date,  which  was  really: 

a.  1919 

b.  1920 

c.  1922 

d.  1936 

i) 

hj.  The  1936  Lynchburg  (Virginia)  Sesquicen- 
tennial  was  commemorated  by  an  issue  of  half 
dollars  bearing  on  the  obverse  the  portrait  of  Sen. 
Carter  Glass.  An  unusual  thing  about  the  coin  at  the 
time  of  issue  was  that: 

a.  Glass  was  not  an  American  citizen 

b.  Glass  had  nothing  to  do  with  Lynchburg 

c.  Glass  was  living 

d.  The  portrait  was  incorrect. 

O.  The  husband  and  wife  team  of  James  Earl 
Fraser  and  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  designed  the  1926- 
1939  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars.  One  of  the  design¬ 
ers  also  created  the  motifs  for  which  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  coins? 

a.  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar 

b.  “Mercury”  dime 

c.  1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar 

d.  1913  Buffalo  nickel 

r.  The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar  is 
said  to  have  been  designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber 
and  another  prominent  engraver.  The  “other  promi¬ 
nent  engraver”  also  designed  which  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  coins? 


a.  1991  Korean  War  dollar 

b.  1892  Columbian  half  dollar 

c.  1936  Delaware  half  dollar 

d.  1991  USO  dollar 


9 .  This  issue  is  remarkable  for  its  tiny  mintage 
of  just  2,003  pieces — the  smallest  in  the  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  series: 


a.  1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934 

b.  1922  Grant  With  Star 

c.  1939-D  Arkansas 

d.  1947-D  Booker  T.  Washington 

10  .  In  the  field  of  commemorative  coins, 
several  authors  have  published  books  which  have 
been  useful  to  students  of  the  series  over  the  years. 
Which  one  of  the  following  has  not  written  a  book 
or  monograph  on  the  subject? 


a.  David  M.  Bullowa 

b.  Anthony  Swiatek 

c.  Frank  Dunn 

d.  Stuart  Mosher 


a.  1866  Shield  nickel 

b.  1900  Lafayette  dollar 

c.  1878  silver  dollar 

d.  1908  $5  gold 

r 

O.  In  1993,  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  did  which  of  the  following: 

a.  Sponsored  a  bill  recognizing  numismatics  as 
a  worthy  topic  for  a  commemorative  coin. 

b.  Published  a  book  on  commemoratives. 

c.  Worked  with  the  James  Madison  Memorial 
Foundation  to  grind  metal  off  the  edge  of 
commemorative  halves  and  stamp  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  them. 

d.  Assumed  leadership  and  issued  a  "Collector's 
Bill  of  Rights”  to  help  eliminate  abuses  among 
modern  commemorative  issuing  prices  and 
policies. 

.  Patricia  Lewis  Verani  participated  in  the 
design  of  all  but  one  of  the  following  commemora¬ 
tives.  Which  one  did  not  involve  her? 
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Chris  Pilliod  Writes 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  Christopher  F. 
Pilliod: 

“I  wanted  to  drop  a  line  to  thank  you  for 
helping  me  over  the  years  in  my  numismatic 
pursuits.  I  have  read  several  of  your  books 
since  I  was  a  young  collector  in  the  1960s, 
and  have  been  a  continual  reader  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review.  These  publications  have  helped 
me  enjoy  the  hobby  and  learn  more.  I  also 
credit  Bill  Fivaz  for  sparking  an  interest  in  die 
varieties. 

“I  edited  Rick  Snow’s  book  on  Indian  cents, 
as  you  know,  and  was  the  discoverer  of  many 
of  the  die  varieties  he  lists  in  the  book." 
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1875-CC  Type  I/II.  EF-40 . 295.00 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  very  nice  coin  for  a  type  set.  1450.00 
1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous 

surfaces  with  light  golden  toning . 1095.00 

1875-S  Type  I  Reverse.  MS-60 . 495.00 

1875- S/CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 

specimen  with  much  original  mint  lustre  re¬ 
maining.  The  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade 
dollar  series . 1350.00 

1876  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 695.00 

1876  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Gray  toned  surfaces.  325.00 

1876- CC  Type  I/II.  AU-55 . 1395.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Light  toning  over  deeply 

frosty  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  appealing 

coin . 825.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  An  attractive  coin  with 

excellent  lustre . 825.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

frosty,  beautiful!  . 825.00 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  light  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  the 

variety  and  grade . 330.00 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61 . 635.00 


1876-S  Type  II/II  MS-64 


1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The 
Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  variety  is  approxi¬ 
mately  three  times  scarcer  than  the  Type  I/I 
variety.  This  example,  like  nearly  all  other 
1876-S  Type  II/II  coins,  shows  a  clear  repunched 


6  in  the  date;  this  is  sometimes  erroneously 
called  an  overdate . 4995.00 


1877  MS-63  (NGC) .  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  trade 
dollar.  Ideal  for  your  type  set . 1,695.00 


1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  brown 
toning  over. virtually  fully  prooflike  surfaces. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  variety  and 


grade . 950.00 

1877  MS-62 . 875.00 

1877  EF-45 . 175.00 


Prooflike  Gem  1877-S  Trade  $1 
1877-S  MS-64  (NGC).  With  nearly  full  prooflike 
surfaces,  a  very  rare  situation  for  a  trade  dollar! 
A  prize  coin  for  the  connoisseur  of  prooflike 
issues.  If  you  want  a  superb  coin  for  your  type 


set,  this  will  fill  the  bill  exactly . 3495.00 

1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1850.00 

1877-S  MS-61 . 750.00 

1877-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  750.00 
1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 375.00 


1877-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1877-S  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  the 

majority  of  original  mint  lustre  intact  ...315.00 

1877-S  EF-45 . 185.00 


Gem  1878  Trade  Dollar  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  this  rare  Proof-only  issue;  a  key  to 
the  series . 3450.00 


1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lilac  toning.  A  very 

attractive  coin . 2495.00 

1878-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  Classic  rarity . 895.00 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden-brown  ton¬ 
ing  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  A  pleasing 

specimen  of  this  popular  date . 1195.00 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  A 
nice  coin  for  a  type  set.  Last  year  of  business 
strike  mintage . 1195.00 


1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1879  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
attractive  light  golden  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders . 1495.00 


1880  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  delicate 
iridescent  toning  around  the  borders. .  1895.00 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 

1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac 
and  iridescent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  You’ll 
never  see  a  more  beautifu  1  specimen  of  this  low- 
mintage  date.  Ever-popular . 6750.00 


Will  President  Clinton 
Show  An  Interest? 


We  read  the  other  day  that  British  Prime 
Minister  John  Major  visited  the  Coin  and  Medal 
Department  of  the  British  Museum  and  enjoyed 
viewing  a  display  of  ancient  Roman  coins.  “Cer¬ 
tainly  he  left  the  Museum  fully  aware  of  the 
existence  of  numismatics,”  an  item  in  Coin  News 
observed. 

On  April  2, 1992,  your  editor  was  visiting  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  connection  with  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  Mint  Act  of  1792.  Expected  in 
town  soon  thereafter  was  President  George  Bush 
and  his  entourage.  Although  the  chief  executive 
was  slated  to  give  an  address  just  a  block  away, 
visiting  the  Mint  was  not  on  his  schedule.  Upon 
talking  to  Philadelphia  Mint  Superintendent  John 
Martino  and  several  others  present,  I  learned  that 
no  one  could  remember  any  instance  in  which  a 
president  of  the  United  States  had  ever  set  foot 
within  the  Mint — despite  its  prominent  and  eas¬ 
ily  accessible  position  in  downtown  Philadelphia, 
and  despite  the  attractive  museum  displays  it 
has.  Obviously,  the  minting  of  coins  and  the 
subject  of  numismatics  have  not  been  important 
considerations  to  those  who  guide  our  nation. 

Similarly,  an  inquiry  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution  failed  to  disclose  any  knowledge  of  a 
president  visiting  the  coin  exhibit  there,  although 
it  is  just  a  few  blocks  from  the  White  House.* 


When  did  a  sitting  president  of  the  United 
States  last  show  an  interest  in  coins?  From  time 
to  time  your  editor  has  heard  that  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt,  an  acknowledged  enthusiastic  stamp 
collector,  also  had  a  coin  collection,  but  I  have 
heard  nothing  else  about  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  record 
that  Theodore  Roosevelt  visited  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century, 
admired  the  ancient  Greek  coins  on  display,  and 
set  in  motion  the  well-known  scenario  in  which 
Cornish,  New  Hampshire  sculptor  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  was  commissioned  to  redesign  the  en¬ 
tire  American  coinage  from  the  cent  to  the  double 
eagle.  The  artist,  in  failing  health,  was  able  to 
work  seriously  only  on  the  designs  for  the  $5  and 
$  1 0  pieces — the  issues  of  1 907  which  we  know  so 
well  today. 

Calvin  Coolidge,  while  in  office,  was  pictured 
on  the  obverse  of  the  1926  Sesquicentennial 
commemorative  half  dollar.  Did  this  inspire  “Si¬ 
lent  Cal”  to  collect  any  other  commemoratives? 

A  question  for  Rare  Coin  Review  readers  is 
this:  Does  anyone  know  of  any  direct  involve¬ 
ment  of  any  other  20th  president  in  numismat¬ 
ics?  If  so,  send  along  the  information  and  we’ll 
print  it  in  a  future  issue. 

‘Memo  to  Bill  Clinton:  Here’s  an  area  in 
which  you  can  easily  score  a  “first.” 
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History  of  $10  and  $20 
Gold  Coins  of  1907 

by  Henry  Hering 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  August 
1949  issue  o/The  Numismatist. 

The  issuing  of  the  $20  and  $10  gold  coins  was 
the  outcome  of  a  dinner  engagement  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens  had  with  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt  at  the  White  House.  It  was  the  latter’s 
“pet  crime”  (as  he  called  it)  to  issue  a  coin  which 
would  compare  in  beauty  and  relief  with  the  old 
Greek  coins,  and  he  asked  Saint-Gaudens  if  he 
would  undertake  the  work.  By  doing  so 
he  created  bad  feelings  among  the  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Mint  because  up  to  this  time 
no  outsider  had  ever  designed  a  coin  for 
the  government. 

Owing  to  Saint-Gaudens’  ill  health, 

I  executed  both  coins  under  his  direc¬ 
tion  from  his  designs.  Consequently  I 
was  in  charge  of  the  work  and  engi¬ 
neered  the  proceedings  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  I  proceeded  to  make  a  model 
in  very  high  relief,  knowing  perfectly 
well  they  could  not  stamp  it  in  one 
strike,  my  object  being  to  have  a  die 
made  of  this  model  and  then  have  strikes 
made  in  order  to  see  the  various  results. 

I  took  the  model  to  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  and  was  introduced  by  the  direc¬ 
tor  to  Mr.  Barber,  who  was  the  chief 
engraver.  When  he  saw  the  plaster 
model  of  the  $20  gold  piece,  which  was 
about  nine  inches  in  diameter,  he  re¬ 
jected  it  and  said  it  was  impossible  for 
any  mint  to  coin  it.  I  told  him  my 
reasons  for  doing  it,  and  that  we  would 
have  to  experiment.  After  considerable 
discussion  he  finally  decided  to  make  the  die. 

In  the  meantime,  I  returned  to  the  studio  and 
made  another  model  much  lower  in  relief.  I  had 
about  finished  with  the  second  model  when  the 
Mint  informed  me  that  the  die  of  the  first  model 
was  ready  for  experiment.  I  immediately  went  to 
Philadelphia,  carrying  the  second  and  revised 
model  with  me.  When  I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Barber, 
it  was  not  more  practical  than  the  first  model,  and 
he  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  How¬ 


ever,  we  went  to  the  press  room  to  see  how  the 
experimental  die  of  the  first  model  would  work 
out;  a  circular  disk  of  gold  was  placed  in  the  die 
and  by  hydraulic  pressure  of  172  tons,  I  think  it 
was,  we  had  our  first  stamping,  and  the  impres¬ 
sion  showed  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  the 
modeling.  I  had  them  make  a  cast  of  this  for  my 
guidance.  The  coin  was  again  placed  on  the  die  for 
another  strike,  and  again  it  showed  a  little  more 
of  the  modeling,  and  so  it  went,  on  and  on  until 


the  ninth  strike,  when  the  coin  showed  up  in  every 
detail.  This  coin  I  took  to  show  to  Mr.  Saint- 
Gaudens,  who  in  turn  sent  it  to  the  President,  and 
I  think  Mrs.  Theodore  Roosevelt  still  has  it.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  more  being  struck,  as  we  had 
finished  with  that  die. 

Up  to  this  point,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  had  two 
models  of  the  $20  gold  piece.  So  1  returned  to  the 
studio  with  my  documents — meaning  casts  of  the 
various  stampings  from  die  of  first  model — and 


decided  to  make  a  third  model,  the  relief  of  which 
was  lower  than  the  impression  I  had  on  the  cast  of 
the  first  stamping.  I  now  thought  I  had  surely 
covered  ground  as  far  as  experiments  could  go.  To 
my  surprise,  Mr.  Barber  rejected  it  again,  saying  it 
was  still  too  high  in  relief.  However,  it  was  this 
third  model  which  finally  went  into  circulation, 
except  that  he  reduced  the  relief  of  it  much  lower 
than  my  model. 

Between  all  these  events  I  examined  the  re¬ 
duction  of  my  model,  which  seemed  to 
me  very  poor,  Mr.  Barber  claiming  it 
could  not  be  done  better.  It  just  so 
happened  that  during  my  student  days 
in  Paris,  France,  there  lived  a  sculptor 
named  Janvier  who  invented  a  reduc¬ 
ing  machine  which  was  perfection.  The 
French  government — and,  in  fact,  all 
the  other  European  governments — in¬ 
stalled  Janvier’s  machine  in  their  mints. 
So  it  occurred  to  me  to  look  over  the 
machine  the  U.S.  Mint  was  using. 

It  was  a  machine  about  40  years 
old,  and  consequently  very  much  out 
of  date.  I  told  Mr.  Barber,  but  it  made 
no  impression  on  him,  so  I  made  my 
report  to  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens,  who,  in 
turn,  told  the  President.  Of  course  you 
can  imagine  what  T eddy’s  feelings  were 
on  hearing  that  the  U.S.A.  was  so  much 
out  of  date.  The  outcome  was  an  early 
visit  to  the  Mint  to  see  another  reduc¬ 
tion,  this  time  of  the  $10  gold  coin. 
This  Mr.  Barber  showed  me  with  great 
glee,  and,  after  looking  it  over,  I  found 
it  also  a  very  poor  reduction,  where¬ 
upon  Mr.  Barber  informed  me  that  it  had  been 
done  by  the  Janvier  machine,  which  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  had  installed. 

Of  course  I  had  to  tell  him  that  a  bad  reduction 
can  be  made  from  a  good  machine,  and  that 
probably  he  was  not  sufficiently  well  acquainted 
with  its  mechanism.  He  was  not  aware  that  in  the 
beginning  I  had  protected  myself  by  having  Mr. 
Janvier  make  me  a  reduction  of  the  $10  piece 
from  my  model  in  three  different  heights  of  relief. 
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With  this  document  I  could  not  fail  to  see  the 
weakness  of  Mr.  Barber’s  reduction,  but  I  did  not 
show  him  these  samples  of  Janvier’s  reduction, 
because  I  thought  they  would  come  in  handy  later 
on — and  they  did. 

Throughout  all  this  period  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens’ 
health  had  been  failing  rapidly,  and  it  was  then 
the  summer  of  1907.  The  President,  not  hearing 
anything  of  the  coin,  evidently  learned  that  Mr. 
Saint-Gaudens  was  growing  worse  physically.  He 
dispatched  the  order  to  the  Mint  to  issue  the  $20 
gold  coin.  To  this  order  the  Mint  presumably 
answered  that  it  was  not  practical  and  would  take 
too  long  to  stamp.  I  understand  the  President 
again  ordered  the  piece  issued  if  it  took  the  Mint 
all  day  to  stamp  one.  As  a  result,  the  Mint  took  the 
die  of  the  second  model,  which  evidently  had 
been  made  in  the  interim,  because  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  seeing  it  until  November  14, 1907,  which 
was  my  last  official  visit  to  the  Mint. 

They  struck  several  hundreds  of  them  by  the 
hydraulic  press,  which  probably  required  five  or 
more  stampings  to  produce  a  complete  coin.  I 
think  it  was  right  after  my  visit  of  November  14, 
1907,  that  these  high-relief  coins  were  put  in 
circulation — that  is,  about  November  18,  1907. 
The  banks  criticized  them  as  being  impractical 
because  they  would  not  stack.  This  was  true, 
because  in  making  so  many  stampings  the  gold 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  designed  the 
1907  gold  eagle  and  gold  double  eagle. 
Henry  Hering,  Saint-Gaudens’  assistant, 
executed  the  coins  under  his  direction. 
This  portrait  is  featured  on  a  medallic 
tribute  to  Saint-Gaudens. 


finally  pressed  itself  through  the  collar  of  the  die, 
giving  the  coin  a  fringe  on  the  surface  of  the  rim. 
This  would  never  happen  with  one  strike,  and  had 
the  Mint  made  a  die  of  the  third  model  we  would 
have  had  a  very  good  coin.  Instead  they  used  the 
experimental  die. 

Mr.  Saint-Gaudens  died  in  August  1907,  and 
the  real  $20  gold  piece  in  low  relief,  revised  by  the 
Mint  from  my  third  model,  with  the  date  in 
numerals  instead  of  Roman  letters,  went  into 
circulation  at  either  the  end  of  1907  or  in  January 
1908.  They  wanted  me  to  approve  it,  which  I 
refused  to  do,  and  Mrs.  Saint-Gaudens  could  not 
receive  payment  until  it  was  approved.  Finally,  in 
the  spring  of  1908,  Mrs.  Saint-Gaudens’  lawyer 
and  her  son,  Homer  Saint-Gaudens,  called  at  my 
studio  in  New  York  City  and  asked  me  to  go  to  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  with  them  to  settle  up  the 
affair.  We  arrived  there  at  a  meeting  of  about  10 
of  the  officials  of  the  Mint,  who  wanted  to  know 
why  I  did  not  approve  the  $20  gold  piece  then  in 
circulation.  I  told  them  the  coin  was  not  a  good 
reduction  of  the  third  model,  and,  to  prove  my 
case,  I  produced  for  the  first  time  the  three  Janvier 
reductions  of  the  $10  gold  piece  and  asked  them 
all  to  compare  it  with  their  own.  This  settled  all 
arguments  and  the  matter  was  dropped.  The  coins 
went  into  circulation  and  payment  for  the  work 
was  made. 


Further  Information  On  Saint-Gaudens  Gold  Coins 

by  Martin  F.  Kortjohn 


By  courtesy  of  the  Connecticut  State  Library  we 
present  herewith  a  card  of  introduction  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  and  a  letter  to  him  on  his  ideas 
about  the  proposed  issue  of  coins.  The  originals  of 
these  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Library  in  Hartford. 

Engraved  card  of  Mr.  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
bears  in  his  handwriting  the  following:  “To  the 
President,  Introducing  my  friend  and  assistant 
Mr.  Henry  Hering.” 

Letter  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent: 

Augustus  Saint  Gaudens 

Windsor,  Vermont 

May  16,  1907 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

Now  that  this  business  of  the  coinage  is 
coming  to  an  end  and  we  understand  how  much 
relief  can  be  practically  stamped,  I  have  been 
looking  over  the  other  models  that  I  have  made 
and  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that  the 
standing  eagle  which  Mr.  Hering  will  show  you, 
is  the  best.  You  have  only  seen  the  large  model 
and  probably  on  seeing  it  small  will  have  a 
different  impression.  The  artists  all  prefer  it,  as  I 
do,  to  the  flying  eagle. 

First,  in  that  it  is  more  on  a  scale  with  the 


figure  of  Liberty  on  the  other  side. 

Second,  it  eliminates  the  sun  burst  which  is  on 
both  sides  of  the  coin  as  it  will  be  if  adopted  as 
settled  up  to  now. 

Third,  it  is  more  dignified  and  less  inclined 
toward  the  sensational. 

Fourth,  it  will  occupy  no  more  time  to  use  this 
model  than  it  will  to  do  the  other  work  that  will  be 
necessary  and  I  think  it  is  a  little  more  favorable  for 
stamping. 

Mr.  Hering  will  tell  you  about  other  details 
that  do  not  occur  to  me  at  present.  The  majority  of 
people  that  I  show  the  work  to  evidently  prefer 
with  you  the  figure  of  Liberty  to  the  head  of 
Liberty,  and  that  I  shall  not  consider  any  further 
on  the  Twenty  Dollar  gold  coin. 

I  write  rather  in  haste  as  Mr.  Hering  leaves  in  a 
very  little  while. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 

In  Mr.  Hering’s  article  he  stated  that  Mr.  Saint- 
Gaudens  received  the  coin  and  :n  turn  sent  it  to  the 
President.  This  information  is  apparently  incorrect 
as  the  piece  originally  owned  by  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens 
is  still  the  property  of  his  estate  and  is  now  housed 
at  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  It  is  marked 
with  his  initials  on  the  edge.  The  coin  of  President 
Roosevelt  is  in  the  museum  of  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt.  In  addition  to  the  piece  owned  origi¬ 


nally  by  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens,  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society  owns  another  piece.  The  Adams- 
Woodin  book  states  that  eighteen  pieces  were 
struck  in  gold. 

The  resentment  of  the  officials  against  the 
outsiders  who  encroached  on  their  field  was  given 
by  Mr.  Hering  as  the  real  reason  for  producing 
coins  which  had  high  spots  and  did  not  stack.  He 
explained  that  the  high-relief  models  were  made 
for  experimental  purposes  with  the  express  inten¬ 
tion  of  correcting  early  faults  in  subsequent  mod¬ 
els.  The  use  of  the  Janvier  reducing  machine 
permitted  the  execution  of  smaller  models  with  a 
wide  range  of  reliefs.  However,  antagonism  of 
officials,  their  unfamiliarity  with  the  Janvier  ma¬ 
chine,  and  their  haste  in  the  preparation  of  the 
second  die  were  blamed  by  Mr.  Hering  for  the 
faulty  execution  of  the  die  which  resulted  in  the 
coins  which  would  not  stack. 

From  the  letter  of  Mr.  Saint-Gaudens  it  will 
be  seen  that  is  was  the  original  intention  of  the 
artist  to  have  a  Liberty  head  and  a  standing  eagle 
on  the  $20  coin.  President  Roosevelt  evidently 
preferred  the  Standing  Liberty  and  the  flying 
eagle,  which  were  eventually  adopted.  The  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  and  standing  eagle  were  used  on  the 
$10  piece.  One  design  contemplated  for  the 
double  eagle  shows  the  date  on  the  sun  on  the 
reverse  and  a  different  treatment  of  the  word 
LIBERTY. 
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United  States  Gold 

Coins  for  Sale 


One-Dollar  Gold 


Our  selection  includes  rarities  as  well  as  popular 
“type”  coins.  Take  your  pick  of  these.  You  will  like 


our  quality  and  value. 

1849  Closed  Wreath.  MS-61 . 525.00 

1851  MS-61  (NGC) . 475.00 

1853  MS-61  (NGC) . 475.00 

1853  EF-40 . 165.00 

1853-D  AU-55 . 2495.00 

1854  Type  I  MS-61  (NGC) . 475.00 

1854  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 825.00 

1857  VF-35 . 125.00 


1 859-S  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  boldly  defined 
in  all  areas.  An  outstanding  specimen,  for  the 
grade,  of  an  issue  that  is  rarely  seen  nicer.  The 
specialist  will  appreciate  this  one . 1650.00 


1835  EF-45  (PCGS) . 625.00 

Superb  1846-D  $2.50 


1846-D  AU-50.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  highly 
prized  issue.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  .2695.00 


1853  AU-50 . 235.00 

1854  O  AU-50  IPCGS) . 950.00 

1897  MS  62  (PCGS) . 675.00 


1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1275.00 

1913  AU-50 . 195.00 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 310.00 


1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty.  ..2650.00 

Interestingly,  in  the  late  1 920s,  although  quarter  eagles  were 
still  being  struck,  they  sold  at  a  small  premium  at  banks. 

1927  AU-58 . 215.00 


Where  Is  It  Now? 

The  Oxford  Democrat,  published  in  Maine, 
January  4,  1861,  contained  this  article: 

A  GOLD  DOLLAR  FOUND. 

A  novel  circumstance. 

In  1858,  Dr.  Herrick  ordered  his  foreman  to 
enclose  in  a  box  of  his  Sugar  Coated  Pills  a  new 
gold  dollar — also  a  new  short  letter,  requesting 
the  finder  of  the  dollar,  or  rather  the  purchaser 
of  the  box  of  pills  containing  it,  to  address  Dr. 
Herrick,  naming  his  residence,  date,  etc.  It  now 
appears  that  the  box  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Amos  Stephenson,  of  Houston,  Texas,  who,  in 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Herrick,  dated  May  16,  1860, 
says: 

“On  opening  a  box  of  your  Pills,  purchased 
this  day,  judge  of  my  surprise  on  finding  a  gold 
dollar.  On  examining  the  directions,  your  note 
of  request  was  also  found.  My  little  daughter 
claims  the  dollar,  through  which  I  have  made  a 
hole,  and  as  I  write,  this  is  suspended  from  her 
neck,  with  ribbon.” 

The  druggist  in  Houston  purchased  his  sup¬ 
ply  of  pills  in  New  York,  and  the  New  York 
druggist,  directly  from  Mr.  Herrick. 

For  the  record,  Herrick’s  Sugar  Coated  Pills 
were  advertised  as  “the  best  family  cathartic  in 
the  world;  used  20  years,  by  five  millions  of 
persons  annually.  Always  gives  satisfaction, 
contains  nothing  injurious,  patronized  by  the 
principal  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  Union. 
Elegantly  coated  with  sugar.  Large  boxes  25c; 
five  boxes  $1.00.” 

They  were  sold  by  Dr.  L.  R.  Herrick  & 
Company,  Albany,  New  York. 

Wonder  where  the  1 858  gold  dollar  is  now? 


1928  AU-58 . ’215.00 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1295.00 

1929  MS-60 . 250.00 


Three-Dollar  Gold 


Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  Sharply  struck,  too!  An  ideal  coin  for  a 
gold  type  set . 2995.00 

Half  Eagles 

1834  Plain  4.  Classic  Head.  EF-40  (PCGS).  .595.00 
1842-C  Large  Date.  VF-30.  Scarce  and  popular 


Charlotte  Mint  issue . 975.00 

1843  VF-35  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1848  VF-35  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1848-C  F-12 . 465.00 

1850-D  VF-20 . 695.00 

1852  EF-45  (PCGS) . 245.00 


Very  Rare  1859-D  $5 


1859-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  struck  in  light  yellow  gold.  Small 
mintage  of  10,366  pieces.  Attractive,  popular, 
rare! . 2950.00 


1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive,  “warm”  gold 
surfaces.  Well  struck.  Popular  and  rare 


Dahlonega  issue . 2350.00 

1861  EF-40  (PCGS) . 195.00 
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1861-C  $5  Rarity 


1861-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Struck  in  light 
yellow  gold.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  final 
issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint,  and  a  variety  that  is 
very  rare  in  all  grades.  Just  6,879  were  struck. 
The  present  1 86 1  -C  is  very  sharply  struck,  quite 
attractive! . 4450.00 


High-Grade  1865-S  $5 

1865-S  AU-50.  Lightly  brushed  years  ago, 
but  not  detracting  measurably  from  the  coin.  A 
high-grade  example  of  an  issue  which  in  this 
grade  is  exceedingly  rare.  The  specialists  will 
want  to  examine  this  one!  Coin  World  “Trends” 
reports  a  price  of  $11,250  in  AU.  Our  price 
considers  the  overall  state  of  preservation.  Sat¬ 


isfaction  is  always  guaranteed . 4250.00 


1868-S  VF-35 . 995.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 

1882-CC  F-15 . 295.00 


1882-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 1950.00 

1884- CC  EF-40 . 795.00 

1885- S  AU-50 . 165.00 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck, 
and  with  gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  One  of  the  very 
finest  known  to  exist  of  this  issue . 4150.00 


1889  EF-45  (PCGS). 


525.00 


1891-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous.  475.00 


1894  MS-60 . 340.00 

1894  AU-50 . 165.00 

1896  EF-45 . 185.00 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin  is 
authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee  for¬ 
ever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


1899-S  AU-55 . 159.OO 

1901/0-S  Overdate.  MS-60 . 595.00 


Gem  1906-D  Half  Eagle 


1906-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 3500.00 

First  issue  of  the  Denver  Mint;  undoubtedly  struck  from 
metal  from  the  Cripple  Creek  Gold  District. 


1908  AU-50 . 285.00 

1910- S  AU-50 . 395.00 

191 1- D  AU-50 . 795.00 

191 1-S  AU-50 . 350.00 

1912  AU-50  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre 

remains . 295.00 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS) . 850.00 


Mint  State  1915-S  $5 


1915-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  brilliant  and 
lustrous . 3395.00 


_ Eagles _ 

1848-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

of  the  date,  grade,  and  variety . 1495.00 

1861  AU-50  (PCGS) . 975.00 


American 

Express* 


Telephone 
Your  Order! 

See  something  of  interest? 

Call  now  toll-free 
1-800-222-5993 

to  reserve  your  order  or  to  charge  it 
to  your  Visa,  MasterCard  or 
American  Express  account 
(in  NH:  603-569-5095). 


Rare  1866-S  No  Motto  AU-50  $10 


1866-S  No  Motto.  Cleaned.  AU-50. 

lightly  cleaned  but  still  quite  attractive.  One  of 
the  finest  known  specimens  of  one  of  the  great 
rarities  in  the  Liberty  Head  $  1 0  series.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  guaranteed.  Without  the  cleaning  aspect, 
this  coin  would  be  priced  over  $15,000.  If  you 
are  a  $10  gold  specialist,  this  is  a  coin  you 
should  definitely  inspect . 7750.00 


1880- 0  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  but  not 

really  even  worth  mentioning — the  piece  is  very 
attractive  for  the  grade  level.  Ask  to  inspect  it  and 
see.  The  “Trends”  value  for  this  coin  in  AU-50  is 
3,000,  and  in  EF  it  is  1,150.  We  have  priced  this 
coin  at  1 ,295  due  to  the  cleaning.  A  great  deal  and 
your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 1295.00 

1881  AU-50 . 279.00 

1881- CC  EF-40 . 595.00 

1881-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Much  original  mint  lustre 

still  remains.  You  could  probably  call  this  coin 
AU-50  without  fear  of  argument.  However,  it  is 

priced  as  an  EF-45 . 975.00 

1891-CC  EF-45 . 395.00 

1891-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1899  AU-55 . 265.00 


1901  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1695.00 


Subscribe! 

If  this  is  your  first  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  then  we  invite  you  to  jump  aboard  the 
bandwagon.  Subscribe!  Our  reasonable  rates, 
given  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  are  far  less  than  it 
costs  us  to  create,  produce,  and  deliver  each 
issue  to  you.  And,  what  a  wealth  of  information 
each  issue  holds — desirable  coins  for  sale,  in¬ 
teresting  articles,  research  information,  you 
name  it.  Many  more  great  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  are  being  planned — so  subscribe 
now  and  you  won’t  miss  a  single  one! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Imputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numismatic 
community,  few  companies  can  match  Bowers 
and  Merena.  We  have  established  our  reputa¬ 
tion  through  honesty,  courtesy,  selection, 
award-winning  publications,  and  service  to  the 
hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be 
proud  to  deal  with. 
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Bowers  and  Merena 


New  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc! 

FINANCE  YOUR  COIN  PURCHASE 
Ask  about  our  Collector’s  Account! 


You  can  order  coins  now,  and  pay  for  them 
later!  Save  your  Visa,  Mastercard,  and  American 
Express  cards  for  your  household,  holiday  gift,  or 
vacation  needs  and  let  us  finance  your  coin 
purchases.  Under  the  new  Bowers  &  Merena 
Collector's  Account,  you  pay  10%  down  when 
you  order,  and  pay  the  balance  in  monthly  in¬ 
stallments.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  the  out¬ 
standing  month-end  balance. 

When  you  place  your  order  by  telephone,  fax, 
or  mail,  ask  to  set  up  a  B&M  Collector's  Account  An 
agreement  will  be  sent  to  you  by  mail  for  your 
approval  and  signature.  Upon  its  return  and  subse- 
quentapproval,  you'll  be  ready  to  useyourcollector's 


account  for  all  your  B&M  coin  purchases. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  details: 

•  1 .  This  account  can  be  used  to  finance  pur¬ 
chases  of  coins,  minimum  transaction:  $500;  maximum 
transaction:  $20,000.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  re¬ 
serves  the  right  to  accept  or  decline  credit  requests  at 
its  option,  if  requested,  references  and/or  financial 
information  must  be  furnished. 

•  2.  Each  monthly  payment  must  be  received  by 
us  within  the  first  10  days  of  each  month.  Failure  to 
make  a  payment  on  time  will  make  the  entire  balance, 
including  any  accumulated  interest,  due  and  payable 
immediately. 

•  3.  Title  to  all  items  remains  with  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  and  passes  when  the  final  pay¬ 


ment  is  made.  Items  may  not  be  resold  by  the  pur¬ 
chaser  until  they  are  paid  for  in  full.  If  a  transaction  is  not 
completed,  or  if  a  coin  is  returned  (without  consent) 
after  our  terms  of  sale  allows,  a  20%  restocking  fee  will 
be  charged,  in  addition  to  accumulated  interest. 

•  4.  If  credit  is  approved,  your  coin(s)  will  be 
shipped  upon  receipt  of  your  first  payment.  If  any  coin 
is  unsatisfactory  for  any  reason,  it  must  be  returned 
within  30  days  (7  days  for  PCGS,  NGC,  or  ANACS  certified 
coins),  according  to  our  normal  terms  of  sale. 

•  5.  This  does  not  apply  to  auction  purchases  or  to 
any  purchase  for  which  other  special  arrangements 
have  been  made. 

Call  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Beth  Piper  to  open  your  Collector's  Account  today! 
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Each  month  you  will  choose  your  personal 
package  from  over  20  assorted  selections  made 
up  of  over  60  exciting  titles. 

You  are  under  no  obligation!  You  may 
participate  from  one  month  to  several  years  or 
more.  You  may  cancel  anytime  by  telephone 
or  by  mail. 

All  purchases  are  100%  guaranteed.  We 
will  cheerfully  replace  or  exchange  any  order 
you  are  not  completely  delighted  with  if  you 
let  us  know  within  30  days  of  receipt. 

Each  month  you  will  receive  a  booklet  from 
which  you  make  your  next  selection.  Also 
included  will  be  additional  bonuses  and  spe¬ 
cial  discounts  for  club  members  only. 

★  How  do  I  got  started? 

1.  Make  your  first  selection  from  the  two 
book  packages  listed  here. 

2.  Complete  the  coupon.  Be  sure  to  include 
$1  for  your  special  sign-up  bonus  gift. 


Package  #1 

Emphasis  on  Commems 
The  most  definitive  book  ever  written  on 
the  subject  of  commemorative  coins,  Q.  David 
Bowers'  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  (softbound) 
has  single-handedly  renewed  interest  in  this 
collecting  specialty.  Covering  every  issue  from 
the  19th  century  to  the  present,  this  superbly 
illustrated  massive  volume  is  a  must  for  any 
complete  numismatic  library.  Enthusiastically 
acclaimed!  List  price  $39.95. 

Package  #2 

Emphasis  on  Action 

Four  great  Action  Guides  for  the  collector 
and  investor.  Each  gives  you  valuable  inside 
information  you  can  use!  List  price  $39.80 

★  U.S.  Copper  Coins  (Bowers) 

★  U.S.  3 C  and  5C  Pieces  (Bowers) 

★  U.S.  Dimes,  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars  (Bowers) 

★  U.S.  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Bowers) 


★  Special  Sign-lip  Bonus  ★ 

As  a  “thank  you”  for  joining,  for  just  $  1  we 
will  place  on  the  top  of  your  first  shipment  a 
personally  autographed  copy  of  the  new  2nd 
edition  of  Q.  David  Bowers’  A  Buyers'  Guide  to 
the  Rare  Coin  Market  (cover  price  $19.95). 


i - 

■  Dear  Friends, 


RCR  96 


YES!  This  is  a  great  deal!  Please  enroll  me  in  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  Book  Club.  I  have  enclosed 
$33.95  for  my  first  package,  which  includes: 

♦  $29.95  for  my  first  month's  selection. 

♦  $1.00  for  my  autographed  copy  of  The  Buyer's 
Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market. 

♦  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling. 


I  have  circled  the  package  I  want: 


#1  #2 


My  monthly  payments  of  $29,95  (plus  $3  postage 
and  handling)  will  be  by: 

□  Personal  Check.  My  first  payment  is  enclosed. 
Please  bill  my  for  future  months. 

□  Credit  Card.  Please  charge  my  account  for  my  first 
payment  and  automatically  each  future  month. 


NAME 

DAYTIME  PHONE 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

CREDIT  CARD  # 

EXPIRES 

Check  one:  □  Visa 

□  MasterCard 

□  Amex 

Bowers  and  Merena  Hook  Club 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

For  instant  service,  call  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 
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695.00 


1901  MS-63  (NGC) . 1695.00 

1901-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Buy  one  for  your  type  set 

for  only: . 525.00 

1907  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1908-D  Large  Motto.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS) . 895.00 

1912-S  AU-55  (NGC) . 495.00 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC) . 495.00 


1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  A 
beauty! . 995.00 

Double  Eagles 

If  double  eagles  are  your  forte,  you  have  come  to 
the  right  place.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased 
with  our  quality  and  the  value  obtained  for  the 
price  paid. 


1861-S  Paquet  Double  Eagle 
Lustrous  EF-40  (PCGS) 


1861-S  Paquet.  EF-40  (NGC).  Well 
struck,  and  with  much  original  mint  lustre 
remaining  in  protected  areas.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all 
double  eagles . 11995.00 

The  Paquet  Reverse  is  distinguished  by  having  tall  letters  in 
the  inscriptions  around  the  border  on  the  reverse.  Anthony  C. 
Paquet  designed  this  reverse,  which  was  intended  to  replace 
Longacre’s  die.  However,  actual  production  of  business  strikes 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  revealed  that  rim  breakage  was  a 
problem.  Accordingly,  use  of  the  Paquet  reverse  was  counter¬ 
manded.  In  the  meantime,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  new  dies.  Word  was  sent  from  the  East  to  that  mint, 
but  in  the  days  before  rapid  communication  (the  telegraph 
link  to  the  West  was  not  complete  past  St.  Joseph,  Missouri), 
by  the  time  the  orders  arrived,  about  19,000  had  been  struck 
from  Paquet’s  die.  Today,  the  1861-S  Paquet  is  recognized  as 
an  especially  important  variety,  representing  as  it  does  a 
reverse  die  by  a  different  engraver.  Incidentally,  one  cannot 
help  but  feel  sorry  for  Engraver  Paquet,  for  although  he  spent 
a  number  of  years  at  the  Mint,  and  made  many  pattern  coins, 
the  $20  reverse  was  the  only  one  of  his  productions  ever  to  be 
used  on  a  circulating  coin. 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  over 
30  dedicated  professionals  are  on  hand  to 
provide  what  we  consider  to  be  the  finest  value, 
quality,  and  service  in  the  coin  hobby  today. 
Join  our  “family”  of  happy  customers! 


High  Grade  1866-S  $20 


1866-S  With  Motto.  AU-53  (NGC).  Very 
rare  in  this  grade.  Lustrous,  attractive.  3250.00 


1877  MS-60  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1877-S  AU-55 . 575.00 

1878  AU-50 . 525.00 

1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1395.00 

1888-S  AU-50 . 485.00 

1893  MS-61  (NGC) . 650.00 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS) . 650.00 

1894  MS-61  (PCGS) . 775.00 

1894-S  MS-61  (NGC) . 635.00 

1895  MS-62  (NGC) . 695.00 

1895  MS-61  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1896-S  MS-62 . 595.00 

1897  MS-61  (PCGS) . 775.00 


1897-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine — and  this 


one  is  truly  beautiful! . 1695.00 

1897-S  MS-61 . 525.00 

1897- S  MS-61  (NGC) . 775.00 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce 

Philadelphia  issue . 1495.00 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Scarce  issue . 975.00 

1899  MS-63  (NGC) . 975.00 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1900  AU-58 . 495.00 

1904-S  MS-61 . 525.00 


Exceptional  1907-D  $20 


1907-D  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous, 
satiny,  frosty  surfaces.  One  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence  anywhere . 5750.00 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS). 


1908- D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC) . 1450.00 

1909- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 925.00 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS) . 975.00 


1910-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 


men  of  this  early  issue . 1395.00 

191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 1095.00 

191 1-S  AU-58 . 525.00 

1914  AU-50 . 495.00 

1914-S  MS-62 . 650.00 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1920  MS-61 . 495.00 

1922-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 875.00 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1395.00 

1924  MS-63  (NGC) . 615.00 

1925  MS-63  (NGC) . 615.00 

1926  MS-62  (NGC) . 675.00 

1927  AU-58 . 535.00 

1928  MS-63  (NGC) . 615.00 


A  Thank  You  For 
“Wonderful”  Morgan  Dollars 

The  following  is  from  N.R.: 

“Thank  you  very  much  for  the  truly  wonder¬ 
ful  Morgan  silver  dollars  you  have  been  sending 
to  me. 

“Like  many  others,  I  succumbed  to  the  ‘bar¬ 
gain’  coins  I  have  seen  advertised  in  some  of  the 
popular  periodicals,  only  to  find  that  what  I  was 
led  to  believe  were  high-quality,  selected  pieces 
were,  in  fact,  from  the  bottom  of  the  barrel,  or, 
more  accurately,  the  bottom  of  the  bag — they 
were  dogs. 

“Why  don’t  the  numismatic  publications 
clean  up  their  acts?  Don’t  their  advertising 
departments  care? 

“Then  I  discovered  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries.  I  appreciate  each  of  the  Morgan  silver 
dollars  I  have  received  from  you.  Every  one  of 
them  had  nice  strike,  color  and  ‘cleanness” — 
the  last  word  is  my  own,  and  refers  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  bright  and  sparkling. 

“Certainly  we  will  do  business  again!” 
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Connecticut’s 
Charter  Oak 

A  1 9th-Century  Sketch 


In  their  issue  of  May  1 862,  Harper's  New  Monthly 
Magazine  printed  an  article,  “American  Historical 
Trees,  "which  told  of  the  Charter  Oak  in  Connecticut, 
which  would  be  memorialized  many  years  later — in 
1 935 — on  the  Connecticut  Tercentenary  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar.  We  found  the  account  interesting, 
and  you  may  also.  Thanks  to  Eric  P.  Newman  for 
providing  the  copy  to  us. 

The  famous  Charter  Oak  in  the  city  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut  was  standing,  in  the  height  of  its  glory, 
and  estimated  to  be  600  years  old,  when  the  good 
Hooker  and  his  followers  planted  the  seeds  of  a 
commonwealth  there.  It  was  upon  the  slope  of 
Wylly’s  Hill.  During  a  lull  in  the  storm  at  the 
autumnal  equinox,  in  1848,  I  stood  in  Charter 
Street,  sheltered  by  a  friend’s  umbrella,  and  sketched 
that  venerable  tree — a  “gnarled  oak”  indeed. 

The  gale  had  been  sweeping  over  the  land 
for  30  hours, 
and  had  strip¬ 
ped  the  oak  of 
nearly 


all  its  leaves,  covering  the  ground  beneath  with 
foliage  and  acorns.  Its  circumference,  a  foot  from 
the  ground,  was  25  feet. 

The  orifice  through  which  the  charter  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Connecticut  was  thrust,  on  the 
memorable  night  ofthe  3 1st  of  October,  1687,  was 
smaller  at  the  time  of  my  visit  (scarcely  admitting 
a  hand)  than  in  the  days  of  Andross,  but  the  cavity 
remained  the  same.  Sixty  years  ago,  a  lady  wrote  of 
the  Charter  Oak,  saying,  “Age  seems  to  have  cur¬ 
tailed  its  branches,  yet  it  is  not  exceeded  in  the 
height  of  its  coloring  or  richness  of  its  foliage.  The 
cavity  (orifice),  which  was  the  asylum  of  our  Char¬ 
ter,  was  near  the  roots,  and  large  enough  to  admit 
a  child.  Within  the  space  of  eight  years  that  cavity 
has  closed,  as  if  it  had  fulfilled  the  divine  purpose 
for  which  the  tree  had  been  reared.” 
On  a  stormy  night  in  August 
1854,  the  old  oak  was  pros¬ 
trated,  and  now  almost 
every  particle  of  it  is 
in  some  pleasing 
form  wrought 
by  the  cunning 
hand  of  art  and 
cherished  as  a 
memento  of  a 
curious 


Connecticut  was  able  to 
maintain  their  new  government  by  hiding 
their  charter  for  a  brief  time  in  an  ancient 

tree  in  Hartford. 


episode  in  our  colonial  history. 

That  episode  is  indeed  curious.  When  James, 
Duke  of  York,  one  of  the  worst  of  the  Stuart 
dynasty,  ascended  to  the  British  throne,  he  took 
measures,  by  the  advice  of  unscrupulous  court¬ 
iers,  to  suppress  the  growth  of  free  governments 
in  America,  which  had  been  established  and  fos¬ 
tered  under  liberal  charters  given  by  his  brother 
and  predecessor,  Charles  II.  He  conceived  a  scheme 
for  making  all  New  England  a  sort  of  vice-royalty, 
and  he  sent  Edmund  Andross,  a  bigot  and  petty 
tyrant,  to  take  away  the  charters  from  the  differ¬ 
ent  colonies,  and  rule  over  them  all  as  governor- 
general.  Connecticut  refused  to  give  up  her  char¬ 
ter.  The  incensed  Andross  went  to  Hartford  with 
a  band  of  soldiers  at  the  close  of  October  1687, 
while  the  Assembly  was  in  session,  to  demand  an 
instant  surrender  of  it.  He  walked  into  the  Assem¬ 
bly  chamber  with  all  the  assumed  dignity  of  a 
dictator.  The  members  received  him  courteously. 
He  made  his  demand  with  hauteur,  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  discussed  with  dignified  freedom  until 
evening,  and  the  candles  were  lighted.  The  char¬ 
ter,  contained  in  a  neat,  long  box,  was  placed 
upon  the  table.  Andross  stretched  forth  his  hand 
to  take  it,  when  the  lights  were  suddenly  extin¬ 
guished,  loud  huzzas  went  up  from  a  large  crowd 
outside,  and  many  pressed  into  the  Assembly 
chamber.  Captain  Wadsworth,  according  to  a 
concerted  plan,  had  seized  the  charter  and  borne 
it  away  in  the  gloom  unperceived.  He  hid  it  in  the 
cavity  of  a  venerable  oak  in  front  of  the  mansion 
of  the  Honorable  Samuel  Wyllys,  a  magistrate  of 
the  colony. 

The  candles  were  soon  relighted,  order  was 
restored,  but  the  charter  could  not  be  found.  No 
one  could  or  would  reveal  the  place  of  its  conceal¬ 
ment.  Andross  stormed  and  threatened  them  with 
the  hot  displeasure  of  the  king.  The  members 
heard  him  with  calmness,  and  they  uttered  no 
word  of  remonstrance  when  he  took  possession  of 
their  records,  declared  the  General  Court  dis¬ 
solved,  and  the  government  at  an  end,  writing 
FINIS  upon  their  journal  at  the  close  of  such  a 
declaration.  They  knew  the  value  and  power  of 
their  preserved  constitution. 

The  Charter  was  not  long  concealed.  James  was 
soon  driven  from  the  British  throne,  and  Andross 
from  New  England.  Eminent  English  jurists  de¬ 
cided  that  as  Connecticut  had  never  surrendered 
its  charter  it  remained  in  full  force.  It  was  drawn 
from  its  hiding  place,  and  the  government  was 
immediately  re-established  under  it.  From  that 
time,  until  its  destruction,  Wyllys’  venerable  tree 
was  known  as  the  Charter  Oak.  An  interesting  fact 
may  properly  be  mentioned  in  this  connection. 
Charles  II  granted  the  charter  to  Connecticut,  which 
was  concealed  in  an  oak  for  its  preservation.  Charles 
himself  was  concealed  in  a  hollow  oak  11  years 
before  (1676),  for  his  own  preservation,  after  the 
battle  of  Worcester.  In  honor  of  his  king  and  in 
commemoration  of  this  event,  Dr.  Halley,  the  as¬ 
tronomer,  named  a  constellation  in  the  heavens 
Robur  Caroli.  The  oak  may  be  justly  styled  a  royal 
tree.  Spenser  speaks  of  it  as 

“The  builder  oak,  sole  king  of  forests  all.” 

It  is  an  emblem  of  strength,  constancy,  virtue 
and  long  life,  attributes  which  ought  to  be  the 
characteristics  of  a  monarch. 


Page  46 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  96 


Hi 


Commemorative 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  offer  commemorative  coins  of  outstanding 
quality.  Check  our  selection,  match  it  against  your 
want  list,  and  order  the  pieces  that  you  need — with 
the  assurance  that  you  will  be  getting  superb  coins. 
Try  us  for  ONE  commemorative  half  dollar,  and 
you’ll  come  back  to  complete  your  set! 

If  you  like  commemoratives,  here  is  a  recommen¬ 
dation  :  Join  the  club !  If  you  would  like  to  automati¬ 
cally  build  a  collection  of  commemoratives  by 
means  of  convenient  monthly  shipments,  we  invite 
you  to  ask  about  our, Commemorative  Coin  Club, 
managed  by  Gail  Watson.  Give  Gail  a  call  at  our 
office.  You  can  open  a  Commemorative  Coin  Club 
account  for  any  amount  you  wish,  of  $100  per 
month  or  more.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to 
continue  if  you  do  not  wish  to.  Membership  can  be 
canceled  at  any  time  simply  by  paying  any  balance 
due  or  returning  your  current  shipment.  Very  few 
people  ever  cancel,  but  the  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  there  if  you  wish  to  use  it. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC). 
Important  as  the  only  strictly  commemorative 
issue  of  the  denomination  (although  Donn 
Pearlman  reminds  us  that  the  1776-1976  Bi¬ 
centennial  quarter  can  also  be  considered  a 


commemorative) . 3495.00 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595.00 


1900  MS-66  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC). 

A  superb  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence,  displaying  delicate  golden  and  iridescent 
blue  toning  over  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces.  A 
visual  treat  as  well,  a  connoiseur’s  delight  in 
every  aspect.  Lafayette  dollars  are  exceedingly 
rare  at  this  grade  level . 13900.00 


1936  Albany.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1750.00 

During  the  modeling  for  this  piece,  sculptor  Gertrude  K. 
Lathrop  kept  a  live  beaver  in  her  studio.  Lathrop  also  designed 
the  1938  New  Rochelle  issue. 

1936  Albany.  MS-63 . 295.00 


1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 
frosty  gem  with  a  whisper  of  iridescent  toning. 


One  of  the  finest  known . 1495.00 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-63 . 99.00 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 110.00 

1934  Boone.  MS-63 . 119.00 


1935-S  Boone.  Small  1934  in  field.  MS-62.  One  of 
just  2,004  minted  (of  which  2,000  were  distrib¬ 
uted;  the  odd  four  coins  went  to  the  Assay 
Commission).  Ridiculously  cheap,  in  our  opin¬ 


ion!  . 320.00 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-63 . 115.00 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-64 . 140.00 

1937  Boone.  MS-63 . 125.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-64 . 475.00 

1925-S  California.  MS-63 . 260.00 


1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  625.00 

After  mistakenly  calling  these  “V'ashington-Carver”  issues 
for  many  years,  numismatists  are  now  designating  them  cor¬ 
rectly  as  Carver-Washington  pieces — as,  indeed,  they  are  now 


listed  in  the  Guide  Book. 

1952  Carver  Washington.  MS-65 . 95.00 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64 . 139.00 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-63 . 259.00 

1892  Columbian.  With  Double  Die  Reverse.  MS- 

64 . 495.00 

1892  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 89.00 


1893  Columbian.  MS-64  PL . 675.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63 . 315.00 


1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (NGC).  Pleasing  light 
golden  toning . 2095.00 


1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty 


gem! . 1375.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64 . 435.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64 . 495.00 


1922  Grant  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 1750.00 

1922  Grant  Star.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64 . 245.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 109.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64 . 255.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63 . 129.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem!  295.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64 . 110.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-63 . 99.00 

1925  Lexington.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64 . 149.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 
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1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63 . 275.00 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1934  Maryland.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 155.00 

1921  Missouri.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 625.00 

In  Mint  State  the  1921  Missouri  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
commemoratives  to  obtain.  In  our  opinion,  today’s  market 
offers  an  excellent  value. 

1921  Missouri.  MS-61  (NGC) . 435.00 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 65.00 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
coin,  not  only  from  a  technical  grade  viewpoint, 
but  aesthetically  as  well;  the  latter  consider¬ 
ation  being  as  important  as  the  first.  Delicate 
golden  and  iridescent  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders . 1195.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem 
with  light  golden  toning.  Where  can  you  find  a 
nicer  one?  . 695.00 

A  few  years  ago  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
took  a  poll  of  members’  favorite  designs,  and  this  issue  was  the 
winner. 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64 . 235.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  AU-55 . 99.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  bright  coin 

with  satiny  surfaces . 595.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64 . 235.00 

1926-S  Oregon  Trail.  EF-45 . 99.00 

1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC) . 540.00 


1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  of  this  rare,  low-mintage  issue; 


only  6,000  were  distributed . 1650.00 

1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63 . 950.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...595.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62 . 99.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 89.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50 . 79.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  The  mintage  of  this  is  but  a 
fraction  of  its  1920-dated  counterpart.  215.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63 . 110.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64 . 139.00 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 99.00 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63 . 110.00 

1936- S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63 . 270.00 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-60 . 210.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64 . 159.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  ..  185.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63 . 110.00 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1936  Robinson.  AU-55 . 85.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64 . 99.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Special 

price  from  a  recent  purchase . 110.00 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-60 . 85.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...  125.00 
1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55 . 79.00 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 


frosty,  a  gem! . 695.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 695.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64 . 95.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63 . 59.00 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58 . 45.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-64 . 139.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65 . 215.00 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

frost.  Delicate  gold.  A  beauty! . 395.00 

1937  Texas.  MS-64 . 145.00 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-64 . 145.00 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 375.00 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-63 . 125.00 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65 . 495.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63 . 275.00 


1948- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  365.00 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  325.00 

1949- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate  toning  around 
the  borders.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence!  . 325.00 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  numerous  low-mintage 
BookerT.  Washington  and  Carver-Washington  half  dollars  that 
are  underpriced  on  today’s  market.  The  present  listing  offers 
you  the  chance  to  acquire  some  really  outstanding  specimens. 

1949-S  BookerT.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  295.00 

1949- S  BookerT.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  295.00 

1950  BookerT.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  425.00 

1950- S  BookerT.  Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  365.00 
1950-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  delicate  toning.  One  of 


the  finest  extant  anywhere . 365.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 935.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63 . 289.00 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-60 . 260.00 

1936  York.  MS-63 . 250.00 


Commemorative  Silver  Coins 
PCGS  and  NGC  Certified 
Premium  Quality! 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.) 
As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have  done  for 
40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your 
headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

$695 

$1295 

$2995 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

1895 

3995 

10750 

1921  Alabama  plain 

695 

1095 

3750 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

725 

1936  Albany 

295 

375 

775 

1937  Antietam 

575 

595 

865 

Arkansas  type 

. . J 

1935 

99 

139 

525 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1935-D 

$139 

$525 

1935-S 

$99 

525 

1936 

99 

139 

695 

1936-D 

99 

139 

525 

1936-S 

99 

139 

525 

1937 

110 

550 

1937-D 

115 

139 

575 

1937-S 

115 

139 

825 

1938 

175 

215 

935 

1938-D 

175 

935 

1938-S 

175 

215 

1939 

325 

425 

1939-D 

425 

1939-S 

350 

425 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

149 

195 

550 

Boone  type 

1934 

119 

135 

225 

1935 

135 

225 

1935-D 

115 

135 

1935-S 

115 

135 

225 

1935/34 

135 

250 

1935/34-D 

365 

575 

1935/34-S 

365 

575 

975 

1936 

115 

135 

225 

1936-D 

115 

135 

225 

1936-S 

115 

135 

1937 

125 

140 

250 

1937-D 

335 

375 

540 

1937-S 

335 

375 

560 

1938 

375 

425 

750 

1938-D 

425 

750 

1938-S 

375 

750 

1936  Bridgeport 

135 

225 

595 

1925-S  California 

260 

1095 

Carver-Wash. 

1951-D 

195 

1951-S 

125 

1952 

95 

1952-D 

275 

1952-S 

125 

1953 

195 

1953-D 

325 

1953-S 

110 

1954 

265 

1954-D 

350 

1954-S 

35 

110 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

350 

395 

975 

1936-D 

350 

395 

975 

1936-S 

375 

425 

1295 

1936  Cleveland 

89 

139 

425 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

259 

279 

350 

1936-D 

279 

350 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  96 


Page  48 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$259 

$279 

$350 

1892  Columbian 

195 

415 

1295 

1893  Columbian 

175 

395 

1495 

1935  Connecticut 

315 

450 

995 

1936  Delaware 

315 

349 

795 

1936  Elgin 

275 

295 

495 

1936  Gettysburg 

325 

435 

995 

1922  Grant  plain 

250 

495 

1395 

1922  Grant  Star 

2495 

3959 

1928  Hawaiian 

2995 

5850 

1935  Hudson 

715 

935 

2295 

1924  Huguenot 

145 

245 

995 

1946  Iowa 

99 

110 

155 

1925  Lexington 

135 

269 

1395 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

129 

975 

1936  Long  Island 

95 

149 

695 

1936  Lynchburg 

275 

350 

695 

1920  Maine 

215 

365 

1095 

1934  Maryland 

195 

249 

585 

1921  Missouri 

925 

1795 

1923-S  Monroe 

155 

475 

3795 

1938  New  Rochelle 

*  410 

450 

625 

1936  Norfolk 

535 

575 

625 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

165 

235 

350 

1926-S 

165 

235 

350 

1928 

265 

325 

495 

1933-D 

395 

425 

595 

1934-D 

275 

295 

585 

1936 

195 

235 

350 

1936-S 

435 

1937-D 

165 

375 

1938 

315 

425 

1938-D 

425 

1938-S 

295 

315 

425 

1939 

595 

625 

1939-D 

595 

625 

1939-S 

595 

625 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

895 

1695 

3650 

1920  Pilgrim 

120 

195 

875 

1921  Pilgrim 

215 

375 

1295 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

110 

139 

495 

1936-D 

110 

139 

495 

1936-S 

110 

139 

585 

1937  Roanoke 

270 

290 

365 

1936  Robinson 

110 

159 

625 

1935-S  San  Diego 

99 

145 

1936-D  San  Diego 

99 

no 

169 

1926  Sesqui 

199 

795 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

975 

1195 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

95 

295 

Texas  type 

1934 

115 

139 

215 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1935 

$115 

$139 

$215 

1935-D 

139 

215 

1935-S 

115 

139 

215 

1936 

139 

215 

1936-D 

115 

139 

215 

1936-S 

115 

139 

215 

1937 

145 

225 

1937-D 

125 

145 

225 

1937-S 

156 

225 

1938 

375 

395 

495 

1938-D 

375 

395 

495 

1938-S 

375 

395 

495 

1925  Vancouver 

475 

675 

1927  Vermont 

275 

395 

1395 

1936  Wisconsin 

289 

315 

349 

1936  York 

250 

270 

310 

BTW  Type 

1946 

65 

1946-D 

75 

1946-S 

25 

65 

1947 

no 

1947-D 

145 

1947-S 

no 

1948 

119 

1948-D 

130 

1948-S 

119 

1949 

140 

1949-D 

140 

1949-S 

99 

119 

1950 

119 

1950-D 

125 

1950-S 

65 

1951 

35 

99 

1951-D 

65 

109 

1951-S 

109 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 1350.00 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-61 

(NGC) . 1195.00 

This  is  the  rarest  of  all  commemorative  gold  dollar  varieties. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-60  (NGC) . 550.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 1095.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 675.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-60 

(NGC) . 495.00 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 
obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 995.00 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant,  frosty,  attractive . 995.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 
(PCGS) . 350.00 


Modern 

Commemorative  Coins 

1984  Olympic.  3  Piece  Set.  $1,  $1,  $10  gold  Proof- 
65 . 295.00 

1984-W  Olympic  $10.  Proof-65 . 275.00 

1986  Statue  of  Liberty.  6-Piece  Set.  MS-65  and 

Proof-65  . 335.00 

1987  Constitution.  4-Piece  Set.  MS-65  and  Proof- 

65 . 259.00 

1989  Congress.  3-Piece  Set.  Proof-65 . 160.00 

1989  Congress.  6-Piece  Set.  MS-65  and  Proof- 
65  . 340.00 

1991  Korean  War  dollar.  Proof-65 . 26.00 

1992-S  Olympic.  Proof-65,  in  original  maroon 

case . 37.00 

1992  White  House  dollar.  Proof-65,  in  original 

case . 79.00 

Among  modem  commemorative  silver  dollars,  this  is  the 
only  issue  that  sold  out  quickly  after  its  release. 

1993  Madison  Bill  of  Rights.  50<t  and  $1.  Proof-65, 

pair  in  original  blue  case.  One  of  9,656  of  these 
pieces  sold  by  the  AN  A  by  the  October  15,1993 
deadline . 49.00 


The  Old  Spanish  Trail 

Apropos  of  the  later  (1935)  Old  Spanish 
Trail  commemorative  half  dollar,  we  thought 
this  to  be  an  interesting  item,  published  in  The 
Granite  State  News,  November  20,  1926: 

“Two  famous  transcontinental  roads: 

The  two  outstanding  routes  at  present  are 
the  Lincoln  Highway,  through 
the  northern  tier  states,  and 
the  Old  Spanish  Trail 
through  the  south.  The 
latter  road,  2,714  miles 
long,  connects  San  Di¬ 
ego,  California  with  St. 

Augustine,  Florida,  ex¬ 
tending  along  the  bound¬ 
ary  of  Mexico  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  highway 
passes  through  Califor¬ 
nia,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Texas,  Louisi¬ 
ana,  Mississippi,  Ala¬ 
bama,  and  Florida.  90%  of 
its  long  mileage  is  excep¬ 
tionally  well  maintained.  It  is  ideal  for 
tourists  who  are  looking  for  an  extensive  fall 
tour  free  of  snow  and  mean  motoring  weather. 
They  will  find  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  unparal¬ 
leled  for  scenery,  for  climate  and  good  roads.” 

Stops  along  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  included 
Jacksonville,  Florida;  Pensacola,  Florida;  Mo¬ 
bile,  Alabama;  New  Orleans,  Louisiana;  Lake 
Charles,  Louisiana;  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana; 
San  Antonio  and  El  Paso,  Texas;  Nogales  and 
Yuma,  Arizona. 
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iscover  a  Whole  Mew  World  of 

Commemorative  Collectdig  Fra! 


Yes! 


Are  you  ready  to  explore 
new  vistas  of  commemo¬ 
rative  collecting  enjoy¬ 
ment?  The  Bowers  and 
Merena  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coin  Club  offersyou 
the  ideal  way  to  build  a 
beautiful  collection  of 
high-quality  coins! 

You  set  the  regular  shipment 
schedule,  you  choose  the  grades 
you  want  an &you  choose  the  easy 
monthly  payment  amount. 

You  will  acquire  outstanding 
quality  coins  for  reasonable  prices 
in  a  program  sponsored  by  one  of 
the  world’s  most  respected  and  suc¬ 
cessful  professional  rare  coin  firms. 

And,  you  will  enjoy  the  many 
advantages  of  being  a  member  of 
our  club.  All  with  complete  satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed. 


Popular  Commemorative 
Coins... 

Commemorative  coins  are 
among  the  most  popular,  most 
interesting  series  in  all  of  numis¬ 
matics.  Ever  since  the  1 892-dated 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition 
half  dollar  was  introduced  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  commemorative  half  dol¬ 
lars  and  other  coins  have  been 
highly  desired  by  collectors. 

What  Your  Collection 
Will  Contain... 

When  completed  your  collec¬ 
tion  will  contain  each  of  the  48 
different  designs  of  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  minted  during 
the  period  1892-1954,  plus  the 
1893  Isabella  25<t  and  the  1900 
Lafayette  silver  dollar,  a  total  of 
50  coins.  In  addition,  it  will  con¬ 
tain  each  of  the  half  dollar  and 
dollar  designs  minted  from  1982 
to  date. 


□  Please  enroll  me  in  the  Commemorative  Coin  Club.  I  would 
like  to  speak  with  Gail  Watson  to  discuss  my  coin  preferences 
and  my  monthly  payment  amount. 

Q  I  would  like  to  enroll  in  the  Commemorative  Club  for  a 

monthly  payment  amount  of _ .  Enclosed  is  a  check 

for  my  initial  purchase  or  my  credit  card  authorization. 


STREET  OR  BOX 


STATE 


ZIP 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 


Please  Check  One:  LJ  Mastercard  □  Visa  □  American  Express 
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Advantages  of  Being 
a  Club  Member... 

Your  coins  will  be  se¬ 
lected  by  Gail  Watson, 
working  with  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers,  Ray  Merena  and  Mark 
Borckardt. 

You  will 
have  first  pick 
of  the  finest 
coins  that  come 
through  our 
doors. 

You  will  also 
receive  a  com¬ 
plimentary  copy 


,  JML 

Guide  U.S. 
Commemofaiive 

COINS 


VtKhari  |  Holder 
•gf  Q  David  Bimerv 


of  A  Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  by  Michael  J. 
Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers,  a 
convenient  action  guide  with 
interesting  footnotes  on  the 
entire  series. 

You  will  have  your  choice  of 
“raw”  or  certified  coins  by  the 
nation’s  leading  independent 
coin  graders:  PCGS,  NGC,  or 
ANACS  Cache. 

You  will  receive  special  dis¬ 
counts  on  certain  purchases,  in¬ 
cluding  coins;  discounts  for  club 
members  only. 

Your  Easy  Payment  Plan 

You  simply  choose  the  grades 
you  want  (or  use  our  sugges¬ 
tions)  and  the  amount  you  wish 
to  pay  each  month.  After  your 
first  shipment,  we  will  simply 
send  the  coins  on  open  account 
(once  satisfactory  credit  has 
been  established)  or  charge  your 
credit  card  (MasterCard,  Visa,  or 
American  Express) ,  as  you  pre¬ 
fer.  In  the  case  of  scarce  or  rare 
issues,  we  offer  extended  pay¬ 
ment  terms. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  be 
priced  to  your  liking,  to  be  in  the 
grade  you  want,  and  to  be  of  the 
aesthetic  quality  you  desire.  If 
for  any  reason  you  are  not  1 00% 
delighted,  any  coin  can  be  re¬ 
turned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
for  an  instant  refund;  no  expla¬ 
nation  necessary.  You  can  can¬ 
cel  your  participation  at  any  time 
simply  by  returning  or  paying 
for  any  items  on  an  open  invoice. 
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Miscellaneous 

Coins  for  Sale 


Pattern  Coins 

1854  Judd-160.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 875.00 

Territorial 
Gold  Coins 


Rare  1852  W,  M.  &  Co.  Large  Head  $10 


1852  Wass  Molitor.  Large  Head.  EF- 

40  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
issue;  seldom  seen  in  this  nice  condition,  and 
rarely  finer . 3950.00 

Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  was  a  latecomer  to  the  minting  of  gold 
coins  in  San  Francisco,  but  in  the  years  from  1852  onward  they 
made  good  use  of  their  time.  Their  products,  ranging  in 
denomination  from  $5  to  $50,  were  well  respected  in  the 
commercial  and  banking  community. 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

We  offer  Premium  Quality  pieces  from  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  finest  inventory  of  these  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Offered  in  the  following  listing  are  many 
pieces  in  grades  seldom  seen.  Use  this  opportunity 
to  add  to  your  present  collection,  or  to  start  one. 
This  series  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics.These  tokens,  primarily  issued 
circa  1832-1844,  are  attributed  to  the  book  Hard 
Times  Tokens,  by  Lyman  H.  Low  (“Low”  numbers), 
published  in  1899,  and  in  more  modern  times 
updated  in  an  excellent  study,  also  titled  Hard 
Times  Tokens,  by  Russell  Rulau  (the  new  4th  edi¬ 
tion  of  which  is  now  available  from  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department . 

1833  Low-5.  Jackson.  Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Obverse 
with  portrait  of  Jackson  within  wreath.  Reverse 
with  eagle  and  large  shield  within  wreath. 
Period  after  N.  of  NEW  ORLEANS.  Very  sharply 
detailed . 985.00 


1833  L-5A.  Rarity-6.  VG-8/F-12.  As  Low-5,  but  differ¬ 
ing  in  details,  including  no  period  after  N  in  N 
ORLEANS.  Light  golden  surfaces.  Very  rare  vari¬ 
ety  (Rarity-6,  per  4th  edition  Rulau)  460.00 

1834L-6.  Whig  Victory.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  “FOR  THE 
CONSTITUTION  HURRAH.”  Obverse  with  fully 
rigged  sailing  ship.  Reverse  with  inscription  re 
political  victory.  Brass.  Dies  by  Robert  Lovett. 
Attractive  light  yellow  surfaces.  Very  slightly 
off  center.  Very  prominent  border  denticles,  as 
always  seen . 975.00 


Garrett’s  Low-7 


1834  L-7.  Whig  Victory.  Rarity-7.  VF- 

30.  Obverse  with  cap  and  rays  design  after 
contemporary  Mexican  coinage.  Reverse  with 
sailing  ship.  Copper.  Glossy  medium  brown.  A 
superb  specimen  from  our  sale  of  the  Garrett 
Collection  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  in 
1980;  purchased  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett  in  the 
1880s.  Superb  coin  and  pedigree!  ....3500.00 


1834  L-8.  MS-63  RB.  Running  boar  on  obverse; 
small  portrait  of  Jackson  on  reverse.  Anti-Jack- 
son  banking  token.  Copper.  Superb  surfaces. 


We  can  offer  two  die  states,  each: . 295.00 

1834  L-8.  MS-60 . 195.00 

1834  L-8.  AU-55 . 145.00 

1834  L-8.  AU-50 . 129.00 

1834  L-8.  EF-40 . 59.00 

1834  L-9.  Jackson.  Running  Boar.  Rarity-2.  AU-50. 

Struck  in  brass.Attractive  gold . 275.00 

1834  L-10.  Jackson.  Running  Boar.  Rarity-2.  MS- 

63  PL . 695.00 

1834  L-12.  “A  PLAIN  SYSTEM”.  Rarity-1.  MS-60. 
Obverse  with  Jackson  holding  purse.  Reverse 


with  balkyjackass  inscribed  LL.D.,  a  tongue-in- 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  page  59  in  this  issue  for  some  really  great 
buys  on  interesting  and  valuable  reference  books. 
There  is  no  substitute  for  knowledge . 


cheek  commentary  re  Harvard’s  awarding  the 
nearly  illiterate  Jackson  a  Doctorate  of  Letters. 
Light  iridescent  brown  surfaces . 225.00 


1834  L-15.  William  H.  Seward.  Rarity-2. 
MS-60,  (all-purpose  portrait  also  used  on  the 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck  token,  Low- 16).  Reverse: 
eagle.  Brass.  Lustrous  light  golden  surfaces. 

One  of  the  finest  in  existence . 1495.00 

1834  L-16.  Rarity-2.  MS-60/63.  Gulian  C. 
Verplanck.  Reverse:  eagle.  Same  portrait  as  on 
the  Low-15  Seward  token!  (We  wrote  an  article 
about  this  for  The  Numismatist  a  fewyears  ago.) 
Brass.  Light  yellow  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest 

we  have  seen . 495.00 

1837  L-17.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Rarity-3.  AU- 
50.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Turtle  with  safe/ 
mule.  Copper.  Somewhat  prooflike.  Glossy  light 
brown  surfaces.  Suggestions  of  light  striking  at 
the  centers,  as  usually  seen . 795.00 

The  turtle  is  a  diamondback  terrapin  indigenous  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  area. 

1837  L-19.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Rarity-1.  MS- 

64.  Red  and  brown.  Superb!  . 575.00 

1837  L-19.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  MS-63  RB.  325.00 

1837  L-19.  AU-55 . 95.00 

1837  L-19.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1837  L-20.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Rarity- 1.  MS- 
64.  Brilliant  mint  red  just  beginning  to  fade  to 

natural  brown.  A  superb  specimen . 495.00 

1837  L-20.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  Rarity-1.  EF- 
40.  Two  small  digs.  Struck  1 0%  or  so  off  center, 

and  fairly  unusual  thus . 60.00 

1837  L-21.  Rarity-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  brown. 

Struck  from  a  late  state  of  the  dies . 349.00 

1837  L-22.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-3.  EF-45. 

Tiny  edge  bump.  Glossy  brown . 565.00 

1837  L-23.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-4.  VF-30. 
Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces . 695.00 

This  is  the  Rulau  plate  coin,  ex  Benjamin  P.  Wright,  M.D.. 
Carl  Wurtzbach,  via  B.  Max  Mehl  to  Charles  Wilson,  and  via  Sol 
Kaplan  to  R.  Byron  White;  later  Rossa  &  Tanenbaum  and 
Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Co.  It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  a 
token  with  a  much  more  illustrious  pedigree! 

1837  L-28.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS- 
60-6.  Lustrous  brown  with  some  original  mint 
red . 495.00 
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1837  L-29.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-3.  EF-40. 
Beautiful  light  brown  surfaces.  Lightly  struck  at 
the  highest  obverse  point  and  corresponding 
reverse  area,  as  always  for  the  variety  (cf.  Rulau 
plate  coin,  for  example).  This  was  caused  by 
having  the  high  pans  of  the  obverse  portrait  cut 

too  deeply  in  the  die . 450.00 

1837  L-30.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-2.  AU-50. 

Light  brown.  Needle-sharp  details . 249.00 

1837  L-30.  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Altered  reverse 

(word  “NOT”  removed) . 45.00 

1837  L-31.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS-64 

RB.  50%  original  fiery  mint  red . 495.00 

1837  L-31.  EF-40 . 49.00 

1837  L-31.  VF-30 . 29.00 

1837  L-32.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS-60, 
red  and  brown.  Original  mint  red  blended  with 
natural  brown.  Somewhat  prooflike.  A  very 

high  quality  coin . 345.00 

1837  L-33.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 
RB.  A  nice  blend  of  original  mint  red  and 

lustrous  brown . 495.00 

1837  L-33.  AU-58 . 175.00 

1837  L-33.  EF-45 . 165.00 

1837  L-33.  EF-40 . 75.00 

1837  L-34.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS-60. 
Attractive  brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  mint 

red . 265.00 

1837  L-34.  VF-30 . 35.00 

1837  L-34.  VF-20 . 29.00 

1837  L-36.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS-60 
RB.  A  nice  blend  of  mint  red  and  lustrous 

brown . 375.00 

1837  L-38.  Liberty.  Mint  Drop.  Rarity-1.  MS-60. 

Lustrous  brown  with  about  30%  red. ..  265.00 
1837  L-39.  Liberty.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity- 1.  MS-63 

RB.  Much  original  mint  red . 495.00 

1837  L-40.  Liberty.  May  Tenth.  Rarity-2.  MS-63, 
mostly  brown,  but  with  abundant  traces  of 
original  mint  red . 285.00 

On  May  10,  1837,  banks  suspended  specie  (coin)  payments, 
by  mutual  agreement,  and  henceforth  would  not  redeem  paper 
except  with  other  paper;  this  situation  lasted  a  long  time,  and 
precipitated  many  financial  difficulties,  known  today  as  the 
Panic  of  1837. 

1837  L-40.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Porous . 35.00 

1837  L-44.  Jackson.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB.  A  very 

attractive  specimen . 295.00 

1837  L-45.  Phoenix.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-1.  MS- 
63  RB.  A  token  with  lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces . 495.00 

1837  L-46.  Phoenix.  Not  One  Cent.  Rarity-1.  MS- 
63  RB.  Gorgeous  red  and  brown.  Condition 

Census  quality . 495.00 

1837  L-47.  Phoenix.  May  Tenth.  Rarity-1.  MS-60- 
6.  Very  attractive.  Coin  turn  die  alignment 

(180°) . 395.00 

1837L-47A.  Phoenix.  May  Tenth.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 
BN.  Medal-turn  die  alignment  (both  dies  in 

same  direction) . 195.00 

1837  L-48.  Liberty.  May  Tenth.  Rarity-1.  MS-60. 
Usually  seen  in  lower  grades  (the  Rulau  plate 

coin  seems  to  be  about  EF) . 149.00 

1837  L-48.  VF-30 . 35.00 

1837  L-49.  Token.  AU-50 . 185.00 

1837  L-51.  Jackson.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB.  In  lower 

grades,  this  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  of  all 
Hard  Times  tokens;  a  nice  way  to  begin  a 

collection.  About  75%  original  red . 395.00 

1837  L-51.  MS-64 .  225.00 


1837  L-51.  Jackson.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB.  .295.00 

1837  L-51.  Jackson.  Rarity-1.  MS-60 . 139.00 

1837  L-51.  AU-58 . 99.00 

1837  L-51.  AU-55 . 75.00 

(C.  1837)  L-51.  AU-50 . 59.00 

1837  L-52.  Jackson.  Rarity-2.  MS-64,  a  brilliant, 

lustrous  gem . 695.00 

1837  L-53.  AU-50.  A  contemporary  copy  by  a  less 
experienced  engraver  than  the  maker  of  Low- 
51  (which  is  by  Hulseman) . 195.00 

1837  L-53.  EF-40 . 165.00 

1838  L-54.  Am  1  Not  A  Woman.  Rarity-1.  MS-60 

PL.  Anti-slavery  issue.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  issues  in  the  series.  Somewhat 
prooflike . 795.00 

1838  L-54.  MS-60  RB . 695.00 

1838  L-54.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1838  L-55.  Liberty.  Mint  Drop.  Rarity- 1 .  MS-60  BN. 
From  crude  dies.  Usually  lightly  defined  de¬ 
tails.  The  Rulau  plate  coin,  VF,  is  typical.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown.  Usual  light  strike . 495.00 

1840  L-56.  Martin  Van  Buren.  Eagle  above  safe. 

Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Copper.  Holed  for  suspension, 
as  issued.  Light  brown  surfaces . 295.00 

1841  L-58.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  Not  One  Cent. 

Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men . 395.00 

1841  L-58.  VF-35 . 39.00 

1841  L-59.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  Not  One  Cent. 

Rarity-1.  MS-60  RB . 295.00 

1841  L-59.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  EF-40 . 49.00 

1841  L-60.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 
RB.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular  vari¬ 
ety . 450.00 

1841  L-62.  AU-50 . 59.00 


1841  L-61.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  Reverse: 
Wrecked  Ship,  with  lightning.  Rarity-5. 
AU-50.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Very  difficult 

to  locate  in  any  grade . 1295.00 

1841  L-63.  Webster.  Sailing  ship.  Rarity-2.  MS-64 
BN.  lustrous,  somewhat  prooflike  brown.  A 
gem  specimen.  Bisecting  die  crack  across  ship 

sails . 495.00 

1841  L-63.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 19.00 

1841 L-64.  Webster,  Sailing  ship.  Reverse:  Wrecked 

Ship.  Rarity-1.  AU-50 . 85.00 

1841  L-65.  Sailing  Ship.  Reverse  1837  Liberty  Head. 
Rarity-4.  AU-50.  A  muling;  made  in  large  quan¬ 
tities.  Mostly  seen  in  lower  grades . 295.00 

1841  L-66.  Sailing  Ship.  Reverse  Bull.  Rarity-3. 
EF-40.  Inscription  around  reverse:  A  FRIEND 
OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.  Dies  by  John 

Gibbs . 575.00 

1841  L-67.  Liberty.  MayTenth  1837.  Rarity-1.  MS- 
63  RB . 465.00 

May  10,  1837,  is  when  banks  suspended  specie  (coin) 
payments,  thus  precipitating  a  financial  crisis. 

1841  L-67.  EF-40 . 49.00 

1841  L-69.  Rarity-1.  MS-60  RB . 245.00 

1833  L-72.  Francis  L.  Brigham.  New  Bedford.  Rar¬ 


ity-6.  EF-40.  View  of  Cheapside  business  dis¬ 
trict.  Brigham  engaged  in  dentistry  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  dry  goods  store.  Rare  die  variety.  Pinpricks 
at  spot  in  center  of  reverse.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 


teed.  Light  brown  surfaces . 795.00 

1833  L-74.  Ephraim  A.  Hathaway.  Providence. 
Rarity-1.  MS-63  BN.  glossy,  lustrous  brown. 

Condition  Census.  Superb! . 795.00 

1833  L-75.  F-12 . 10.00 

1833  L-76.  Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  Rarity- 1.  MS-63 

RB.  Superb! . 495.00 

1833  L-76.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1833  L-76.  VF-30 . 20.00 


1834  L-77.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY. 
Rarity-5.  VF-20.  for  the  coin  (to  use  19th- 
century  parlance) .  Light  brown  surfaces.Poorly 
struck,  as  made  and  as  always  found.  .675.00 
1834  L-81.  Howell  Works  Garden.  Allaire,  New 
Jersey.  Rarity-4.  F-12.  Smooth  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Small  planchet  pinch,  as  made,  on  rim. 
Virtually  always  seen  in  lower  grades  (cf.  Rulau 

plate  coin) . 275.00 

1834  L-83.  H.M.  AND  E.I.  Richards.  Attleboro. 
Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN.  Figure  of  Lafayette  stand¬ 
ing.  The  1834  date  refers  to  Lafayette’s  death 
year;  the  coin  was  issued  a  few  years  later, 
lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  mint 


red . 475.00 

1834  L-83.  VF-20 . 30.00 

1834  L-84.  S.B.  Schenck.  Attleboro.  Rarity-1 +  . 
MS-63  RB . 495.00 

1834  L-84.  VF-20 . 30.00 

1835  L-89.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  New 


York.  Rarity-5.  VG-8-F1.  Crude  Liberty  Head. 
Relatively  little  actual  wear,  but  lightly  defined, 
as  struck  and  as  always  seen.  Very  smooth  and 
attractive  medium  brown.  A  superb  specimen 
of  this  curious  variety.  Ex  Virgil  M.  Brand  and 
Michael  Zeddies  collections  (the  latter  sold  by 

us  in  March  1990,  Lot  361) . 575.00 

1835  L-92.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  New 
York.  AU-50.  Very  little  actual  wear.  Irregularly 
struck  in  some  areas,  as  usual.  Among  the  finest 
in  existence  of  this  crude  and  very  interesting 
issue.  Condition  Census.  Unlisted  in  Rulau  in 

grades  above  VF . 345.00 

1835  L-92.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  VG-8.  15.00 

1835  L-92.  G-6 . 10.00 

1835  L-94.  Clark  &  Anthony.  Providence.  Rarity- 1. 
MS-63  RB.  Standing  figure  of  Lafayette  (with 
1834,  Lafayette’s  death  date;  “stock”  die  used 
on  several  HTT  issues).  One  of  the  finest  seen. 


Condition  Census . 475.00 

1837  L-95.  Merchants  Exchange.  New  York,  NY. 
Rarity- 1.  MS-63  PL.  Prooflike.  Some  tinges  of 

mint  red.  Outstanding  quality . 245.00 

1837  L-95.  VF-30 . 30.00 

1837  L-97.  Merchants  Exchange.  New  York,  NY. 

Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB . 495.00 

1837  L-97.  EF-40 . 37.00 

1837  L-97.  VF-30 . 30.00 

1837  L-97.  VF-20 . 20.00 

1837  L-98.  Merchants  Exchange.  New  York,  NY. 

Rarity- 1.  MS-64  RB.  Obverse  with  nearly  full 

fiery  original  mint  red.  A  gem! . 575.00 

1837  L-98.  AU-50 . 75.00 

1837  L-98.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1837  L-98.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1837  L-98.  VF-20 . 15.00 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


I  have  a  big  puzzle,  and  you  may 
help  me.  I  have  seen  a  listing  for 
the  past  several  years  which  reads 
something  like  this:  “1878  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  with  7  tailfeathers.  Reverse  of 
1879.”  I  am  at  a  loss  regarding  this  item. 
How  is  it  possible  for  the  reverse  die  used 
for  striking  a  Morgan  dollar  dated  1878  to 
have  a  reverse  of  1879?  If  the  coin  was 
struck  in  1879,  it  should  be  called  1879.  If 
it  was  struck  in  1878,  why  mention  1879  at 
all?  Please  comment. — W.L.M. 

The  technically  correct  nomenclature 
would  be  “1878  7  tailfeathers,  reverse 
style  as  primarily  used  in  1879.”  Most 
Morgan  dollars  struck  in  1878  have  the 
top  feather  of  the  arrow  on  the  reverse  parallel  to 
the  arrow  shaft.  This  is  called  the  “Reverse  of  1878” 
because  this  was  the  standard  style  of  1878.  To¬ 
ward  the  end  of 1878,  a  modification  occurred,  and 
the  top  feather  was  slanted.  The  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  illustrates  these  on  page  180  at 
the  bottom,  with  the  “Reverse  of  1878”  being  called 
the  “2nd  Reverse,”  and  the  Reverse  of  1879  being 
called  the  “3rd  Reverse.” 

Among  1878  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars,  varieties  exist  with  both  the  2nd  Reverse 
(Reverse  of  1878)  and  3rd  Reverse  (so-called  Re¬ 
verse  of  1879).  Among  1879  Morgan  dollars,  all 
have  the  third  reverse  or  reverse  of  1879,  except  for 
rare  varieties  of  1879-S  with  the  old  2nd  Reverse  or 
Reverse  of  1878.  I  hope  I  am  not  becoming  too 
complicated  here!  The  1879-S  with  2nd  Reverse 
was  deemed  sufficiently  important  that  John 
Highfill’s  The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  En¬ 
cyclopedia  devotes  a  chapter  to  this  single  issue. 


The  2nd  Reverse  was  not  heard  from  again, 
except  for  1880,  when  a  relatively  small  number  of 
1880-CC  dollars  were  struck  with  the  2nd  Reverse. 
These  are  very  rare  today,  much  more  so  than 
catalogue  illustrations  indicate.  John  Kamin,  in  a 
recent  letter  to  me,  said  he  considered  this  to  be  one 
of  the  great  sleepers  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 

In  somewhat  modified  form,  the  Reverse  of 
1878  was  used  decades  later  in  1921  when  a  new 
reverse  was  made  up  for  the  Morgan  dollar  of  that 
year.  By  that  time  the  master  dies  and  hubs  for  the 
Morgan  dollar  had  been  destroyed  (in  1910),  as  it 
was  felt  that  no  more  would  ever  be  coined.  When 
new  dies  were  made  using  an  1878  silver  dollar 
which  had  the  old  style  reverse. 

For  further  enlightenment,  the  Van  Allen-Mallis 
book,  The  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  available  from  our 
book  department  at  a  discount  price,  or  available 
from  the  ANA  Library  free  of  charge,  will  give  all 
the  details  you  need. 


Q 


At  a  recent  educational  sympo¬ 
sium,  the  subject  of  the  1942/1 
overdate  Mercury  dime  came  up, 
and  the  question  was  raised  as  to 
whether  any  original  rolls  of  these  ever 
came  on  the  market.  After  discussion  back 
and  forth,  it  was  pretty  much  agreed  that 
if  anyone  knew,  you  wouM.  Can  you  help  in 
this  regard?  Send  me  the  answer  and  I  will 
present  it  the  next  time  our  research  group 
meets. — F.P. 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  aspects  of  United  States 
numismatics.  Q.  David  Bowers  will  do 
his  best  to  answer  them  in  this  column. 


To  my  knowledge,  no  original  rolls  of 
1942/1  dimes  ever  surfaced  in  the  coin 
market.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  these  were 
released  into  circulation,  primarily  in  the 
New  York  City  area  in  1942.  At  the  time,  continuing 
through  much  of  the  year  1943,  several  subway 
token  sellers  in  New  York  City  earned  comfortable 
nest  eggs  by  spotting  pieces  which,  by  that  time, 
had  acquired  light  wear,  and  were  what  we  would 
call  AU  today.  The  situation  was  extensively  re¬ 
ported  in  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  in 
1943. 

As  years  went  on,  the  variety  became  well 
known,  and  more  and  more  collectors  desired  to 
own  pieces.  As  Mercury  dimes  and  pocket  change 
were  looked  through,  additional  pieces  were  ex¬ 
tracted.  Today,  the  average  grade  of  an  overdate 
Mercury  dime  is  apt  to  be  in  the  Fine  to  VF  range. 
Even  AU  coins  are  on  the  scarce  side,  and  a  full 
Uncirculated,  not  even  a  gem,  is  rare.  Even  rarer  is 
the  1942/1-D,  for  no  one  suspected  that  such 
existed  until  many  years  after  1942,  by  which  time 
virtually  all  had  passed  into  circulation  unnoticed. 


Q 


I  recently  bought  an  1 8 1 6  cent,  red 
Uncirculated,  in  a  paper  envelope 
that  was  marked  “From  Henry 
Chapman,  1916.”  I  have  heard  the 
Chapman  name  mentioned,  but  I’m  not 
familiar  with  it  as  I  had  no  reason  to  know 
anything  about  it  until  now.  Can  you  tell 
me  who  Henry  Chapman  was? — H.H.C. 


Henry  Chapman,  born  in  Philadelphia  in 
1859,  became  interested  in  numismatics 
at  an  early  age,  and  in  1876  became  with 
his  brother  S.  Hudson  (born  in  1857)  an 
employee  in  the  Philadelphia  coin  shop  of  Captain 
John  W.  Haseltine.  While  there,  the  young  Chapman 
brothers  learned  much  about  coins  and  had  a 
chance  to  meet  firsthand  a  number  of  mint  offi¬ 
cials,  apparently  including  some  with  whom 
Haseltine  was  conducting  business  on  the  sly. 

In  June  1878  the  Chapman  brothers  hung  out 
their  own  shingle,  trading  as  numismatists  and 
antiquaries.  In  those  days  it  was  unusual  for  a  coin 
firm  to  deal  in  numismatic  specimens  alone.  Coin 
prices  were  low,  and  to  help  meet  expenses  most 
dealers  had  many  disciplines,  including  stamps, 
fossils,  autographs  and  manuscripts,  and  even  birds’ 
eggs.  The  Chapmans  were  no  exception.  Aggres¬ 
sive  businessmen  from  the  start,  the  Chapmans 
pioneered  the  production  of  auction  catalogues 
which  were  a  step  above  those  of  the  competition, 
with  the  first  number,  for  a  sale  held  on  October  9, 
1 879,  illustrated  with  photographic  plates — a  highly 
unusual  situation  for  the  era.  Jealousies  were  ram¬ 
pant  in  the  coin  trade,  and  as  the  Chapmans  went 
from  one  accomplishment  to  another,  professional 
animosity  against  them  increased,  reaching  a  peak 
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in  1882  when  the  Chapmans  snagged  the  Charles 
1.  Bushnell  Collection  for  auction,  using  it  as  a 
platform  for  detailed  descriptions  (replete  with 
many  editorial  comments,  many  of  which  were 
accurate,  but  some  of  which  were  notoriously  not 
so),  and  a  special  deluxe  edition  with  photographic 
plates  offered  for  $50 — which  in  1993  terms  would 
probably  be  like  offering  one  for  $250. 

The  more  that  the  competition  railed  against 
them — one  dealer  actually  printed  on  a  mono¬ 
graph  pointing  out  all  the  flaws  in  the  Chapmans’ 
cataloguing — the  more  successful  the  Chapmans 
became.  While  dealers  may  have  disliked  them, 
collectors  felt  just  the  opposite — and  collectors 
were  the  bread  and  butter  of  their  business.  The 
brothers’  success  increased,  and  by  1906  they  were 
both  grand  masters  of  the  coin  trade,  having  been 
in  it  for  over  30  years  and  having  seen  many  of  their 
competitors’  pass  away  or  retire.  Apparently,  the 
world  was  not  ideal,  for  in  this  year  the  partnership 
broke  up,  after  which  Henry  and  S.  Hudson  went 
their  separate  ways,  each  to  conduct  their  own 
illustrious  sales.  In  his  book,  United  States  Numis¬ 
matic  Literature,  Volume  I  (which  you  should  bor¬ 
row  from  the  ANA  Library  or  buy  if  you  want  to 
learn  even  more  about  the  Chapman  brothers), 
John  Adams  tells  us  that  the  older  brother  contin¬ 
ued  in  the  trade  until  retiring  in  1929,  while  Henry 
kept  at  coins  until  his  death  in  1935. 

Henry  Chapman,  of  whom  you  wrote,  was  the 
better  known  of  the  two  in  the  retail  trade,  and 
maintained  an  in-depth  stock  of  United  States 
coins  in  particular,  but  with  many  world  coins  as 
well  (while  S.  Hudson  Chapman  preferred  to  stick 
mainly  to  auctions).  In  1907,  when  the  MCMVII 
High  Relief  double  eagle  came  on  the  scene,  Henry 
Chapman  stocked  them  and  provided  them  to  his 
customers .  Ditto  for  the  new  1916  Standing  Liberty 
quarter  in  its  day.  In  1921  he  went  to  the  nearby 
Mint  and  bought  10  mirrorlike  Proof  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  of  that  date,  possibly  constituting  all  that  were 
ever  struck  with  mirror  finish.  Several  years  after 
the  death  of  Virgil  M.  Brand  in  1926,  Henry 
Chapman  and  St.  Louis  dealer  B.G.  Johnson  were 
commissioned  to  inventory  the  Brand  Estate,  which 
largely  occupied  Chapman  until  his  death.  In  the 
1980s  when  we  handled  many  coins  from  the 
Brand  Estate  for  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  heirs  of  Jane  Brand  Allen  (daughter 
of  Arinin  Brand,  brother  of  Horace,  one  of  two 
beneficiaries  of  the  Brand  Estate),  the  coins  came 
in  paper  envelopes  bearing  many  notations  by 
Henry  Chapman. 

Your  1816  large  cent  was  undoubtedly  store 
stock  sold  by  Chapman  in  1916,  at  which  time  a 
dollar  bill  would  buy  several  of  this  date! 

I  I  The  concept  of  using  coins  of  a 

known  grade  for  comparison  is 
common,  I  am  sure,  and  this  brings 
I _ I  me  to  my  question:  Why  are ‘grad¬ 

ing  sets’  of  various  coin  issues  not  avail¬ 
able  to  help  the  beginning  collector  like 
me  to  better  evaluate  the  coins  they  pur¬ 
chase?  As  I  envision  it,  a  grading  set  of 
coins  would  consist  of  a  representative 
example  of  all  grades  from  Good  to  AU 
and,  possibly,  even  different  Uncirculated 
steps  as  well.  A  simple  plastic  holder, 
similar  to  those  designed  for  Mint  sets, 


embossed  with  the  grades,  front  and  back, 
would  be  an  invaluable  tool  for  many 
purposes,  including  at  coin  shows  or  at 
local  neighborhood  coin  dealers.  The  ac¬ 
tual  cost  of  coins  for  such  sets  would  be 
trivial  for  most  commonly  collected  se¬ 
ries,  and  low  in  comparison  to  a  com¬ 
pleted  set  of  almost  all  series.  Admittedly, 
grading  is  a  subjective  art,  but  between 
the  guidelines  described  in  Photograde 
and  the  ANA  Standards,  and  an  actual  set 
of  graded  coins  on  hand,  more  objective 
evaluation  of  a  coin  would  be  possible.  As 
obvious  as  this  concept  seems,  I  surely 
haven’t  seen  any  such  item  in  numismatic 
publications,  though  for  obvious  reasons 
I  can  imagine  why  some  dealers  wouldn’t 
want  to  sell  such  sets.  If  you  could  spare 
a  few  moments  and  either  let  me  know  if 
I  am  on  to  something  or  way  out  in  left 
field  with  my  back  to  the  plate,  I  would 
surely  appreciate  it. — M.F. 

In  the  past  we  have  offered  grading  sets 
of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  if  memory  serves, 
but  the  orders  were  not  particularly  grati¬ 
fying — not  enough  to  continue  listing 
them  in  our  catalogues.  We  have  found  that  the 
typical  buyer  wants  to  acquire  coins  for  his  or  her 
collection — not  grading  sets  for  “education.”  I  guess 
the  people  want  to  “learn  by  buying,”  so  to  speak. 
I  do  not  necessarily  agree  with  this  concept,  for  I 
have  always  suggested  one  should  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  purchases  before  jumping  in.  How¬ 
ever,  as  a  collector  myself  in  many  areas — old 
books,  early  movie  posters,  postcards,  counter¬ 
stamps  and  the  like — I  know  that  while  education 
is  fine  there  is  a  certain  thrill  in  acquiring  the  real 
thing. 

Perhaps  more  importantly,  there  are  factors 
other  than  just  wear  that  go  into  grading.  It  would 
be  very  difficult  to  select  a  truly  representative  MS- 
63  Morgan  silver  dollar,  for  example.  An  1881-S 
Morgan  dollar  in  MS-63  would  usually  be  sharp, 
sparkling,  lustrous,  and  even  partially  prooflike, 
while  an  1 886-0  accurately  graded  as  MS-63  might 
be  flat,  lusterless,  and  somewhat  dull.  Similarly, 
going  back  into  antiquity  in  the  American  series,  it 
would  be  hard  to  contemplate  what  an  “average” 
1794  large  cent  in  VF-20  grade  would  look  like. 
Many  series  have  to  be  done  almost  on  a  variety  by 
variety  basis.  There  are  some  exceptions  among 
modem  series — new  commemoratives  and  Proof 
sets,  for  example,  which  tend  to  be  rather  standard. 
However,  for  most  of  the  older  series,  a  set  of 
representative  coins — one  in  each  grade,  will  usu¬ 
ally  not  do  the  trick. 

I  have  had  on  my  want  list  for 
quite  some  time  an  Uncirculated 
1888/7  Indian  cent.  I  am  an  avid 
reader  of  your  auction  catalogues 
and  price  lists,  and  I  have  yet  to  see  one 
offered  for  sale,  although  a  friend  of  mine 
told  me  that  you  had  some  of  these  in  the 
early  1970s.  I  wonder  if  you  could  fill  out 
the  story  with  the  details,  and  let  me 
know  what  the  chances  are  of  finding  one 
today?  How  many  did  you  have  a  one 
time?— D.L.W. 


A 


I  telephoned  Jim  Ruddy  to  ask  him  the 
details  on  this,  as  I  had  forgotten  all 
about  them  in  the  intervening  years,  but 
here  is  what  happened: 

Sometime  around  1970,  Jim  Ruddy  was  of¬ 
fered  a  group  of  Indian  cents  that  had  been  se¬ 
creted  away  in  the  attic  of  a  mansion  in  Virginia 
(sounds  romantic,  doesn’t  it?).  There  were  several 
dozen  Indian  cents  in  all,  say  four  or  five  dozen, 
dating  from  the  mid  1870s  through  the  1890s,  but 
without  the  key  1877.  Nearly  all  were  what  we 
would  call  red  and  brown  Uncirculated  today, 
perhaps  MS-63-ish.  Jim  bought  the  group  and 
found  among  them  two  specimens  of  the  previ- 
ously-unknown  1888/7  Indian  cent,  both  of  which 
had  a  “cud”  type  die  break  on  the  rim.  He  kept  the 
acquisition  secret  for  a  while,  while  researching  it 
carefully  so  as  to  be  sure  of  his  findings,  and  also  in 
an  effort  to  locate  regular  1888  Indian  cents  that 
might  be  overdates.  However,  month  after  month 
came  and  went,  and  no  additional  pieces  were 
found.  The  announcement  of  the  overdate  was 
made  and  caused  quite  a  stir  at  the  time,  for  no  one 
knew  that  there  was  an  overdate  in  the  Indian 
series  before. 

During  the  next  year  or  two  or  three — some¬ 
time  during  the  early  1970s — these  two  pieces 
were  sold.  I  haven’t  checked  our  back  auction 
catalogues  and  price  lists  to  see  if  these  were  sold 
by  retail  or  put  in  one  of  our  auction  offerings,  but 
they  did  go  out  to  new  homes.  Since  then  we  have 
handled  perhaps  two  or  three  others,  each  in  a 
worn  grade.  Today,  in  1993,  the  1888/7  remains 
very  rare,  and  I  doubt  if  more  than  a  dozen  or  two 
are  known  totally,  and  even  this  estimate  may  be 
on  the  long  side. 

As  these  words  are  being  written,  we  do  not 
have  an  example  consigned  to  an  upcoming  auc¬ 
tion  or  headed  toward  our  inventory,  but  each  day 
we  get  new  things,  and  hope  springs  eternal. 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 

Each  and  every  coin  offered  in  this  Rare 
Coin  Review  is  subject  to  your  satisfaction.  You 
have  30  full  days  (seven  days  for  certified 
coins)  to  examine  each  coin  carefully,  to  be 
sure  it  is  in  the  grade  you  want,  has  the  striking 
characteristics  you  want,  and  is  aesthetically 
pleasing  in  every  respect.  If  you  are  even  the 
slightest  bit  dissatisfied,  we  urge  you  to  return 
any  item!  We  are  not  happy  until  you  are.  Since 
1953  we  have  been  supplying  the  right  coins 
(and  tokens,  and  medals,  and  paper  money)  to 
the  right  people  for  prices  that  are  “right” — 
coins  which  represent  excellent  values. 


Toll-Free  Number  for  Orders! 
1-800-222-5993 

We  have  a  toll-free  number  for  states  out¬ 
side  of  New  Hampshire.  This  is  connected  with 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  only  (not  with  our 
Research  Department,  Auction  Department,  etc.) 
and  is  for  orders  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  (for 
other  business,  or  if  you  live  in  New  Hampshire, 
use  our  regular  number:  603-569-5095). 
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1835  L-99.  Walsh’s  General  Store.  Lansingburgh. 


Rarity-1.  AU-50 . 165.00 

1835  L-99.  VF-20 . 16.00 

1835  L-99.  VG-8 . 8.00 

1835  L-100.  VF-25 . 35.00 


1836  L-103.  R.&  W.  Robinson.  Attleboro.  Rarity- 
1.  MS-65  BN.  American  Institute  medal  alle¬ 


gory . 495.00 

1836L-104.  R.  &  W.  Robinson.  Attleboro.  Rarity-1. 
MS-64.  American  Institute  medal  allegory.  Die 

variety . 395.00 

1836  L-104.  EF-45 . 49.00 

1836  L-104.  Error  In  Strike.  EF-40 . 40.00 

1836  L-104.  VF-30 . 25.00 


1837  L-107.  Henry  Anderson.  New  York,  NY.  Rar- 
ity-2.  MS-64,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red. 


Condition  Census . 695.00 

1837  L-107.  EF-45 . 47.00 

1837  L-107.  EF-40 . 40.00 


1837  L-109.  Benedict  &  Burnham.  Waterbury,  Conn. 

MS-63.  Eagle  motif . 495.00 

1837  L-110.  Liberty/Centre  Market.  New  York, 
N.Y.  Rarity- 1.  MS-63.  Reverse  with  image  of 
Centre  Market  in  columned  Grecian-style  build¬ 
ing.  One  of  the  finest  known . 465.00 

1837  L-110.  EF-40 . 40.00 

1837  L-110.  VF-30 . 24.00 

1837  L-lll.  Liberty/Centre  Market.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 . 245.00 

1837  L-lll.  AU-50 . 65.00 

1837  L-lll.  VF-30.  ..V. . 25.00 


1837  L-112.  Liberty/H.  Crossman.  New  York,  N.Y. 


Rarity-2.  AU-55 . 149.00 

1837  L-112.  EF-40 . 75.00 

1837  L-112.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 18.00 

1837  L-112.  VG-8 . 10.00 

1837  L-113.  Eagle/H  Crossman.  New  York,  N,Y. 

Rarity-1.  MS-63 . 345.00 

1837  L-115.  P.B.  &  S.  Deveau.  New  York,  NY. 

Rarity-2.  EF-45 . 95.00 

1837  L-115.  VF-25 . 40.00 

1837  L-116.  Maverick  Coach.  East  Boston.  Rarity- 

3.  AU-55 . 695.00 

1837  L-120.  F-12 . 35.00 

1837  L-122.  Liberty/George  A.  Jarvis.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Rarity-2.  MS-64 . 695.00 

1837  L-122.  EF-40 . 69.00 

1837  L-122.  VF-25 . 49.00 

1837  L-123.  George  A.  Jarvis.  New  York,  NY. 

Rarity- 1.  MS-63 . 249.00 

1837  L-123.  EF-45 . 59.00 


1837  L-124.  Nathl.  March/William  Simes  &  Co.. 


Portsmouth,  N.H.  Rarity-1.  MS-64 . 435.00 

1837  L-124.  EF-40 . 35.00 

1837  L-124.  VF-30 . 20.00 

1837  L-124.  VF-25 . 18.00 

1837  L-124.  VF-20 . 16.00 

1837  L-125.  Liberty/S.  Maycock  &  Co.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 125.00 

1837  L-125.  EF-40 . 80.00 

1837  L-126.  Eagle/S.  Maycock  &  Co.  New  York, 

N.Y.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 . 250.00 

1837  L-126.  VF-30 . 30.00 

1837  L-126.  VF-20 . 25.00 


1837  L-127.  Phalon’s  Hair  Cutting.  New  York,  NY. 

Rarity-2.  MS-60 . 375.00 

1837  L-129.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston,  Mass.  VF- 
20 . 249.00 


1837  L-130.  J.M.L.  and  W.H.  Scovill.  Waterbury, 
Conn.  AU-58 . 495.00 


1837  L-131.  H&P/ACS.  Dover,  N.H.  Rarity-2.  EF- 
45 . 150.00 

1834  L-132.  Sise  &  Co..  Dover,  N.H.  Rarity-1.  MS- 

65 . 495.00 

1837  L-133.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New 

York,  NY.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 195.00 

1837  L-135.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New 

York,  NY.  Rarity-1.  MS-60 . 425.00 

1837  L-136.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New 

York,  NY.  Rarity-1.  MS-63 . 575.00 

1837  L- 140.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet.  New  York,  N.Y. 

Rarity-3.  MS-60 . 795.00 

1837  L- 141.  Liberty/Ezra  B.  Sweet.  New  York,  N.Y. 
Rarity-4.  MS-60.  Quite  possibly  Condition  Cen¬ 
sus . 895.00 

1840  L-142.  Bergen  Iron  Works.  Rarity-2.  MS-63. 
Brilliant.  Superb.  Condition  Census.  ...975.00 

1840  L-143.  Bergen  Iron  Works.  Rarity-4.  EF-40. 

Eagle  motif.  Different  dies  from  L-142.  Early 
die  state  Rare  late  die  state,  with  massively 
mounded  break  below  eagle,  certainly  one  of 
the  most  spectacular  die  states  seen  on  any 
Hard  Times  token.  A  few  marks . 325.00 

1835  L-145.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West  Troy. 

Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 149.00 

1837  L-148.  T.  Duseaman.  Belleville.  Rarity- 1.  AU- 
50 . 225.00 

An  interesting  token  apparently  made  for  local  butcher  and 
hotel  keeper  T.D.  Seaman,  but  garbled  to  read  T.  DUSEAMAN. 

1837  L-148.  EF-40 . 175.00 

1841  L-150.  J.  Gibbs,  Manufacturer. 

Belleville,  N.J.  Rarity-5.  EF-40.  but  with 
modern  silver  plating  (is  there  any  way  to  un¬ 
plate  this?) .  One  of  the  highest  technical  grades 
known  of  this  rarity.  Ex  Paul  Taglione  and 
Rossa  &  Tanenbaum  (1986) . 1,295.00 

1837  L-153.  Abraham  Riker.  New  York.  NY.  Rarity- 
1.  MS-63.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York,  N.Y.  Boot 

and  shoe  dealer . 495.00 

1837  L-153.  Abraham  Riker.  VF-30.  Abraham  Riker, 
New  York,  N.Y.  Boot  and  shoe  dealer.  ..30.00 
1837  L-153.  Abraham  Riker.  VF-20.  Abraham  Riker, 
New  York,  N.Y.  Boot  and  shoe  dealer.  ..  25.00 
1837  L-154.  Abraham  Riker.  New  York,  NY.  Rarity- 
3.  MS-60.  Abraham  Riker,  New  York,  N.Y.  Die 

variety . 350.00 

1837  L-155.  T.D.  Seaman.  Belleville,  N.J. 
Rarity-5.  EF-40.  Smooth  medium  brown. 
Tiny  scratch  on  bouquet  sou  side.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  major  rarity . 1750.00 

1835  L-156.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy,  New  York. 
Rarity-6.  F-15.  from  a  technical  viewpoint,  but 
with  very  little  actual  wear,  as  this  issue  is 
characteristically  lightly  impressed.  Pleasing 

medium  brown  surfaces . 595.00 

1835  L-163.  Howell  Works  Garden.  Allaire,  New 
Jersey.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Above  average  strike 

for  this  usually-weak  issue . 495.00 

1837  L-171.  Jackson  in  safe.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Gilt. 

Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695.00 

1840  L-172.  Martin  Van  Buren.  Rarity-3.  AU-58. 


SEE  OUR  GREAT 
BOOK  SECTION! 


prooflike.  Holed  for  suspension,  as  usual.  Tiny 

scratch.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  . 395.00 

1840  L-180.  Bergen  Iron  Works.  Lakewood,  N.J. 

Rarity-4.  AU-58 . 495.00 

1835  L-284.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy,  New  York. 
Rarity-2.  MS-60,  glossy  brown  surfaces  with 
traces  of  original  mint  red.  One  of  the  finest 

extant . 795.00 

1835  L-284.  Starbuck.  Troy,  New  York.  Rarity-2. 

VF-30 . 225.00 

1840  L-320.  A.  Loomis.  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Rarity-5. 
AU-50.  Light  brown  surfaces.  Condition  Census 

quality . 975.00 

1835  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea,  VT.  VG-8-F1.  950.00 

Washiii^tonia 

1797  B-71A.  Sansom.  Restrike.  AU-50.  1797 
Sansom  restrike  in  copper  from  rusted  dies. 

Rare  thus . 119.00 

1776  B-184A.  Harlem.  Proof-62.  George  H. 
Lovett,  engraver.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Cop¬ 
per . 95.00 

1 776  B- 1 95. 1  A.  Harlem.  Proof-65 .  George  H.  Lovett, 
engraver.  Harlem  Headquarters.  Copper.  99.00 

1777  Whitemarsh.  Proof-55.  George  H.  Lovett,  No. 

4.  1777.  Whitemarsh  Headquarters.  White 
metal.  Unlisted . 119.00 

Numismatic  Tokens 
and  Medals 

1863  Civil  War  token.  630  AD  IDO.  1-86.  THE 
WASHINGTON  TOKEN  inscription  and  Wash¬ 
ington  portrait  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  store 
card  of  H.D.  Gerdts,  Broker  and  Coin  Dealer,  240 
Greenwich  St.,  New  York.  Struck  over  an  1863 
Indian  cent,  with  the  undertype  boldly  visible! 
Superb  Mint  State.  A  showpiece! . 495.00 

The  numismatic  activities  of  Gerdts,  whatever  they  may  have 
been,  seem  to  have  been  lost  to  history. 

1870NC-16A.  Mason  &  Co.  cent-size  token.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania.  MS-60  RB.  Copper.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  portrait  of  Washington.  The  first  we 
have  had  in  stock  for  a  long  time,  if  ever. 
Issued  by  Ebenezer  Mason,  Jr.,  one  of 
Philadelphia’s  most  important  professional 

numismatists . 125.00 

1878  Joseph  J.  Mickley  Medal.  AU-55.  Portrait  by 
Swedish  engraver  Lea  Ahlborn,  one  of  the  most 
acclaimed  medalists  of  the  era,  issued  upon 
Mickley’s  death.  51  mm.,  white  metal.  145.00 

So-Called  Dollars 

1776-ELDER  HK-859.  Fantasy  “dollar”.  Restrike. 
MS-60,  by  Thomas  L.  Elder.  Continental  “dol¬ 
lar”  motif  on  one  side,  CONFEDERATION  motif 

on  the  other.  White  metal . 165.00 

1897  HK-834.  Bickford  dollar.  MS-60,  issued  by 
Dana  Bickford,  who  envisioned  a  coin  con¬ 
vertible  the  world  over.  Interesting  historical 
item! . 85.00 

Over  the  years  there  have  been  innumerable  suggestions  for 
international  coins  and  currencies  exchangeable  at  fixed  (rather 
than  fluctuating)  rates;  none  has  ever  worked. 

1897  HK-835.  Bickford  dollar.  AU . 75.00 

1897  HK-836.  Bickford  dollar.  AU . 75.00 
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Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar” 


1900  Lesher  dollar.  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first  type 
without  business  name.  Hand-engraved  serial 
no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there  as  VF) 
auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923;  more  re¬ 
cently  auctioned  by  the  Kagins,  then  in  the 
1993  ANA  Sale.  Sharp  and  attractive. 2350.00 

The  Lesher  “dollars"  have  been  widely  studied  over  the  years. 
The  authoritative  work  remains  the  article  by  Adna  Wilde, 
“Lesher  Referendeum  Medals:  Where  Are  They  Today?”  in  The 
Numismatist,  February  1978,  now  available  as  a  reprint,  with 
updating,  from  the  ANA.  In  brief,  Joseph  Lesher,  who  lived  in 
Victor,  Colorado  ciose  by  the  town  hall,  was  an  advocate  of 
silver,  having  mined  the  metal  in  the  Georgetown  area  of 
Colorado  during  the  preceding  decade.  He  sought  to  publicize 
silver  in  his  own  way,  and  possibly  to  create  a  profit,  by  having 
struck  a  number  of  octagonal  medals,  or  “dollars”  (as  numisma¬ 
tists  have  likened  them),  which  would  be  redeemable  for  $1.25 
“in  currency  coin  or  merchandise”  (to  quote  part  of  the  piece’s 
inscription).  The  government  took  umbrage  to  this  private 
coining  enterprise  and  put  a  halt  to  the  venture,  but  not  before 
several  different  varieties  were  issued  to  total  extent  of  nearly 
2,000  pieces  (Adna  Wilde  postulates  exactly  1,869  pieces),  of 
which  about  400  are  known  to  exist  today.  The  variety  offered 
here  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  issued  and  to  have  been 
struck  to  the  extent  of  100  pieces. 

1900  Lesher  dollar.  AU-58.  A.B.  Bumstead, 

Victor,  Colo.  Sharply  struck.  Lustrous.  Attrac¬ 
tive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  beautiful  piece. 
Serial  No.  520 . 1750.00 

1901  Lesher.  VF-30.  George  Mullen,  Victor, 

Colo.  Serial  No.  1550.  Brilliant.  Cleaned,  and  in 
need  of  natural  retoning.  A  rare  imprint;  one  of 
just  100  believed  to  have  been  struck  (cf.  Adna 
Wilde’s  estimate) . 1495.00 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 


Tokens  and  Medals 


1 900  Moxie  Token.  Bottle  Wagon.  EF-.  Some  marks. 
Aluminum . 49.00 

Struck  in  1900,  and  used  in  connection  with  the  famous 
Moxie  Bottle  Wagon,  which  dispensed  this  beverage. 

1858  Springfield.  Pioneer  Bb.  MS-63.  Pioneer 
Base  Ball  Club,  Organized  April  30,  1858, 
Hampden  Park,  Springfield,  Mass.  Obverse 
motif  with  player  at  bat.  Reverse  with  two  bats 
and  balls.  One  of  the  earliest  American  numis¬ 
matic  items  relating  to  this  sport,  and  one  of 
Bolen’s  earliest  medallic  productions.  White 
metal.  Rulau’s  Mass. -578.  Just  125  were  struck 

in  white  metal . 875.00 

1855  US  Arsenal.  On  1855  Cent.  MS-63  PL.  A 
spectacular  overstrike  of  this  early  medal  by 
Springfield  diecutter  James  A.  Bolen;  the 

undertype  cent  is  quite  detailed . 895.00 

1867  Mickley.  EF-45 . 145.00 

1909  Rulau-N23B.  Hudson.  Bronze.  AU-.  ...95.00 

1923  Token.  Guttag  Brothers.  AU- . 295.00 

1933  AC-78.  Assay  Commission  medal..  MP-R64. 
Formerly  the  property  of  Chief  Engraver  John 
R.  Sinnock.  Very  rare  issue;  fewer  than  two 
dozen  are  known . 595.00 

Expositions  and 
Centennials,  Etc 

1893  Rulau-X5A.  Columbian  Exposition.  Trea¬ 
sury.  U.S.  Treasury  medal,  brass;  struck  at  the 

fair . 29.00 

1893  Rulau-X5.  Columbian  Exposition.  Treasury. 

VF-.  U.S.  Treasury  medal,  brass . 19.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated.  AU-.  In¬ 
dian  cent  with  Exposition  inscription  em¬ 
bossed . 25.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated.  EF-.  Elon¬ 
gated  Indian  cent  with  Expo,  inscription  em¬ 
bossed . 19.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition.  Elongated.  EF.  Elon¬ 
gated  1889  Liberty  5c;  date  very  bold  on  nickel. 
Much  scarcer  than  the  elongated  cent.  ..65.00 
1964  Centennial.  MS-63 . 25.00 


1901  Lesher  dollar.  Boyd  Park.  MS-64 
prooflike.  A  gem  specimen . 2950.00 

Boyd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  16th  and  Curtis  streets, 
Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known  as  “The 
Broadway  of  the  West,"  from  the  myriad  electric  bulbs  orna¬ 
menting  the  theatres  on  Curtis  St.  Adna  Wilde  estimated  that 
about  200  Lesher  "dollars"  were  made  for  Park. 

1915  HK-400.  Pan  Pacific.  Expo.  AU- . 65.00 

1916  HK  430.  Pan  Calif.  Expo.  MS-60 . 55.00 


Currency 

1862  Alton  NH.  Jones  and  Sawyer  scrip..  F-VF.  J. 
Jones  and  A.H.  Sawyer  printed  scrip  notes, 
signed  and  used,  dated  October  18,  1862.  A 
nice  memento  of  the  time  when  coins  were 
absent  from  circulation,  and  the  need  for  ex¬ 
change  was  filled  by  substitutes  such  as  this .  We 
bought  a  group  of  notes.  Buy  10  for  $80.,  or  just 

one  for:  . 11.00 

1862  F-61A.  Legal  Tender.  Serial  #71.  Crisp  New. 

A  superb  specimen . 895.00 

1862  F-61A.  Legal  Tender.  Serial  Number  35963. 

AU . 650.00 

1896  F-224.  CH-  CU . 725.00 

1863F-1232SP.  Reverse.  Fractional  Currency  Speci¬ 
men.  EF  (PCGS).  Reverse  Specimen  printing; 

uniface,  as  always . 49.00 

1899  CH-  CU. . 995.00 


Call  Toll-Free  — 1-800-222-5993 


Numismatic  and 
Other  Americana 

1882  Diary . 795.00 

Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related,  but 
fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manuscript 
diary,  1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray  of 
Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922)  at¬ 
tended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1874  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  Columbia  University.  He  was  a 
member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  practiced  medicine 
for  over  forty  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Portland  Yackt 
Club  for  almost  twenty  years.  He  lived  and  sailed  “down  east” 
all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.)  mostly  describes  Bray’s  yachting 
adventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young  medical  doctor  in 
the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes  in  a  clear,  precise 
and  often  humorous  style  combined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing 
log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed  with  several  pencil 
drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  interest.  The  reader  can  easily 
picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  company  of  this  fun-loving 
Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and  camping  off  the  coast  of 
Maine.  Doctors’  diaries  are  very  rare  and  to  find  one  where  the 
diarist  is  actually  describing  a  fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome 
also  includes  a  38  page  chapter  of  lectures  taken  at  Brunswick 
Medical  School  in  1872,  and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from 
1873  and  1880.  Unusual. Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and 
marbled  boards,  2"  piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents 
fine,  clean,  and  legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer’s  ticket 
on  front  pastefown.  Approximately  185  pp.  plus  blanks. 


1883  Hawaii.  MS-63 . 350.00 

1883  Hawaii.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1883  Hawaii.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache) . 215.00 


1846  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  VG.  Published  in 
Philadelphia,  each  issue  is  multiple  pages  and 
is  full  of  interesting  news  and  advertising. 
Masthead  illustrated  with  a  line  cut  illustra¬ 
tion  of  the  starry  reverse  of  an  1836  Gobrecht 
silver  dollar,  the  most  prominent  item  on  the 
front  page.  Ideal  for  framing!  Just  one  copy 

available! . 80.00 

1860  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Good.  Some  staining. 
Front-page  illustration  of  Liberty  Seated  ob¬ 
verse  design . 25.00 

CIRCA  1900  Postcard.  Ottawa  Ohio.  MINT.  Steam 
fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910:  Americana  at 
its  finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  De¬ 
partment  post  card.  “Ready  for  action.”  Origi¬ 
nal  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card,  unused, 
shows  a  span  of  white  horses  drawing  an 
Amoskeag-type  steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a 
retinue  of  fire  fighters  bringing  up  the  rear,  all 
posed  in  front  of  the  station  house.  This  type  of 
card  is  the  creme  de  la  creme  subject  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  fire  fighting.  We 
bought  several  dozen  of  these,  and  offer  them 

for,  each  $19.50,  or  buy  10  for . 125.00 

CIRCA  1900  Postcard.  Ottawa  Ohio.  MINT.  Steam 
fire  engine  postcard,  another  variety:  Circa  1910. 
Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card .  Another 
view  of  the  same  Amoskeag-type  fire  engine  and 
crew,  posed  in  front  of  the  fire  station.  Unused.  A 
nice  companion  to  the  preceding,  each  $19.50,  or 
buy  10  for . 125.00 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  over 
30  dedicated  professionals  are  on  hand  to 
provide  what  we  consider  to  be  the  finest  value, 
quality,  and  service  in  the  coin  hobby  today. 
Join  our  “family”  of  happy  customers! 


Page  56 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  96 


CIRCA  1900  Postcard.  Ottawa  Ohio.  MINT.  PICK 
A  PAIR  OF  POSTCARDS:  Buy  one  of  each  card, 
a  nicely  matched  pair,  regular  price  $19.50  x 
2  =  $38.50,  for  just  $32.00,  or  buy  10  pairs  for 

only . 235.00 

1792  Treasury  Reports.  VG.  Large-folio  printed 
accounts  of  government  expenditures  covering 
many  different  items  and  areas,  including  the 
Mint.  One  is  titled  An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  United  States,  For  the  Year 
1 792,  and  the  other,  Sundry  Statements  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  Conformity  with  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  of  January,  1793.  VG.  The  pair:  .  1950.00 
C.1860  Steinfeld  Bitters  Bottle.  Circa  1860s  New 
York.  An  extremely  rare  (we  have  had  just  one 
other  over  the  years)  original  bottle  which 
once  contained  the  drink  specifically  adver¬ 
tised  on  encased  postage  stamps  by  the  firm. 
The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear 
in  raised  letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On 
the  side  of  the  bottle  is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT” 
arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medallion  with  an 
eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.” 
Medium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high.  An  out¬ 
standing  exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage 


stamp  specialist . 995.00 

1832  B-160E.  MS-63 . 79.00 


1893  RULAU-B103.  Columbus.  Box  Medal.  VF-.  Co¬ 
lumbus.  Box  medal.  Opens  to  reveal  lady’s  photo¬ 
graphic  portrait.  Items  of  this  genre  (box  trade 
dollars  and  Columbian  halves  also  exist)  are  quite 
unusual  and  are  highly  desired . 175.00 

Sold  as  a  souvenir  at  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition, 
Chicago,  1893. 

1722  NH  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher  claim.  4- 

page  statement.  Exceedingly  important  histori¬ 
cal  document  from  the  Patricia  Rideout  Nestor 
Collection . 495.00 

This  was  Lot  5163  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection  sale, 
November  1990. 

1723  NH  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  &  Usher  claim.  4- 

page  statement.  Exceedingly  important  histori¬ 
cal  document,  also  from  the  Patricia  Rideout 
Nestor  Collection . 495.00 

This  was  Lot  5164  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection  sale, 
November  1990.  A  companion  to  the  preceding  item. 

Brasher  Spoon. Made  by  Ephraim  Brasher  (of 
gold  doubloon  fame),  and  bearing  his  “EB” 
hallmark  on  the  underside.  We  purchased  two 


of  these  and  offer  them  for,  each . 1495.00 

World  Coins 

1797  KM-62.2.  Columbia.  Gold  eight  escudosJF. 
EF-45 . 995.00 


Gem  Proof  1934  Crown 


1934  Great  Britain.  Crown.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Mintage:  932  coins  totally,  of  which  only  a  few 
were  Proofs.  A  major  rarity  among  British  coins 
of  the  present  century,  and  a  long-time  numis¬ 
matic  classic.  The  present  coin  is  brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  desirable  in  every  aspect.  ...3450.00 

This  is  the  lowest  mintage  regular  issue  British  crown  of  the 
past  several  centuries! 

1934  Great  Britain.  Crown.  MS-60.  Alovely 
Mint  State  specimen  of  this  important  clas¬ 
sic . 1850.00 

1934  Gr.  Britain.  Crown.  AU-55.  1475.00 
1934  George  V.  Crown.  Great  Britain.  MS- 

60 . 1850.00 


1877  Japan.  AU-58.  Very  close  to  Mint  State.  A 
nice  piece  for  the  United  States  trade  dollar 


specialist . 1495.00 

The  English  legends  that  are  a  part  of  the  design  were  copied 
from  the  United  States  trade  dollar. 

1866-C  KM-383.2.  Mexico.  Eight  Escudos.  CE.  EF- 

40 . 495.00 

1874/3  Mexico.  8  reales..  AU-58 . 69.00 

1875  Mexico.  8  reales..  AU-58 . 69.00 


1741  D-1750.  Switzerland  taler..  Basel  City 

View.  MS-63  PL . 1425.00 

1798  D1760.  Switzerland.  BERN  MS- 

64 . 1395.00 


1813  C-59A.  Switzerland.  Zurich.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  40  Batz . 1495.00 


World  Currency 

_ f _ 

MIXED  Great  Britain.  CU-.  Here  is  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  start  a  collection  of  these  distinc¬ 
tive  currency  pieces!  The  total  catalogue  value 
for  this  group  (based  on  the  1990  6th  edition. 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money)  is  over 
$125.  The  set  of  seven  is  offered  at  just  $15,  or 
buy  10  for . 99.50 


A  Few  Remembrances  of  C.  Wilson  Peck 


Thanks  to  Myron  Xenos  of  The  Money  Tree, 
dealers  in  numismatic  literature,  for  recently 
forwarding  a  back  copy  of  the  British  publica¬ 
tion,  Country  Life,  which  was  dated  December 
12,  1991.  We  don’t  subscribe  to  the  magazine 
and  hadn’t  seen  the  article. 

On  page  64  was  shown  the  unique  British 
penny  dated  1954,  and  a  mention  of  your  editor 
buying  it  in  1953,  amid  derisive  comments  from 
onlookers  who  did  not  think  that  such  a  modern 
rarity  would  have  great  value. 

This  brings  to  mind  that  pleasant  day  30 
years  ago,  when  I  visited  the  owner  of  the  coin, 


C.  Wilson  Peck,  in  the  living  room  of  his  London 
home.  As  was  the  case  with  many  British  collectors 
at  the  time,  Mr.  Peck,  who  was  a  pharmacist  by 
trade,  kept  his  coins  in  cabinets  right  on  the  pre¬ 
mises.  Security  problems  then  weren’t  what  they 
are  now. 

He  told  me  about  endeavoring  to  sell  his 
coins,  and  stated  that  certain  of  the  “establish¬ 
ment”  dealers  in  England  were  used  to  buying 
coins  very  cheaply,  whereas  Americans  like  me 
were  said  to  be  more  eager  to  buy  and  at  higher 
prices.  In  any  event,  he  said  that  if  there  was 
anything  I  would  like  to  purchase  from  his  col¬ 


lection,  he  would  be  very  happy  to  quote  a 
price  to  me! 

I  picked  out  the  unique  1954  British  penny, 
which  he  had  possessed  since  nearly  the  time  it 
was  minted,  the  unique  1808  British  penny,  and 
several  other  items.  A  price  was  agreed  upon, 
and  both  parties  were  satisfied. 

Today,  Mr.  Peck  has  long  since  passed  from 
the  earthly  scene,  but  I  still  think  of  him  now  and 
then,  especially  when  I  consult  his  mammoth 
book,  English  Copper,  Tin  and  Bronze  Coins  in  the 
British  Museum  1558-1978.  He  was  a  fine  gentle¬ 
man,  a  numismatist  in  the  truest  sense. 
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Off  ered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  books  offered  for  sale  in 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which  books  you 
wish  to  order,  just  find  them  on  the  list  below,  note  the  Stock  number 
and  price  and  call  us  at  1  -800-222-5993  to  place  your  order.  If  you 
would  like  more  information  on  any  book,  or  would  like  to  browse 
through  our  many  interesting  titles,  check  through  the  pages 
following  this  list. 


Abe  Kosoff  Remembers  Abe  Kosoff  (BKO-703)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-164)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-125)  $24.95  (hrdbd) 

ANA  Anthology,  The  Car!  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-711)  $65 
(hrdbd) 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN-710)  $159  (hrdbd) 

Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins  Donn  Pearlman  (BPE-100)  $8.95  (sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  A  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-353)  $19.95 
(sftbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S. Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351)  $12.95  (sftbd)/ 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

Catalogue  of  the  Louis  Helfenstein  Collection  Lester  Merkin  (BME-750)  $25.00 
(sftbd) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-402/403)  $34.95  (sftbd)/ 
$49.95  (hrdbd) 

Coin  World  Comprehensive  Catalog,  The  David  T.  Alexander  (BAL-100/101) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$35.00  (hrdbd) 

Coinage  Laws  of  the  United  States  David  L.  Ganz  (BGA-100)  $9.95  (sftbd) 
Coins  and  Collectors  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-400)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S. :  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-308/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.9S  (hrdbd)/$75  (deluxe  hrdbd) 
Compleat  Collector,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-158)  $4.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  To  Barber  Dimes,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-101)  $23.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-102/102A)  $24.95 
(sftbd)/$44.95  (hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA-100)  $19.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA-106)  $24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  The  Brian  Greer  (BGR-222)  $36.95 
(sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  Al  Blythe  (BBL-105) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO 
107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars,  The  Van  Allen  /Mallis  (BVA-707/708)  $49.95  (sftbd)/ 

$69.95  (hrdbd) 

Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia,  The  John  W.  Highfill 
(BHI-127)  $100.00  (hrdbd) 

Confessions  of  a  Numismatic  Fanatic  Frank  S.  Robinson  (BRO-710) 

$19.95  (hrdbd) 

Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten,  The  Dr.  Joel  Orosz  (BOR-500/501)  $9.95  (sftbd)/ 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00  (hrdbd) 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  Al  C.  Overton  (BOV-100)  $59.95 
(hrdbd) 

Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  U.S.  1796-1838  A.  W.  Browning  (BBR-81 1/812) 
$19.95  (sftbd)/$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989 
Swiatek/Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-760)  $21.95  (sftbd) 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  Richard  Snow  (BSN-725)  $79.50  (hrdbd) 
Fractional  Money  Neil  Carothers  (BCA-835)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World  From  Ancient  Times  to  the  Present  Robert  Friedberg 
(BFR-902)  $55.00  (hrdbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749)  $19.95 
(hrdbd) 

Hard  Times  Tokens  Russell  Rulua  (BRU-723)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin  Investment  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-104)  $19.95 

(sftbd) 

Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage,  An  John  H.  Hickcox  (BHI-100)  $9.95 
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History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-130)  $59.95 
(hrdbd) 

How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins  James  L.  Halperin  (BHA-700)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  In  The  1930s:  The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File,  An 

Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-155)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 

Making  Money  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-720)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— The  First  Century,  1792-1892  Robert  W 
Julian  (BJU-788)  $35.00  (hrdbd) 

Mint  Marks  Augustus  G.  Heaton  (BHE-950)  $6.95  (sftbd) 

Moxie  Encyclopedia,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-809)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-814/815)  $19.95  (sftbd)/ 
$31.95  (hrdbd) 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-821/822)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$24.95  (hrdbd) 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-145) 
$29.95  (hrdbd) 

Numismatic  Typographica  William  Blades  (BBL-853)  $40.00  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Fireside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-201)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206)  $9.95 
(sftbd) 

Official  Identification  and  Price  Guide  to  Minting  Varieties  and  Errors,  The 

Alan  Herbert  (BHE-770)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

Other  Side  of  the  Coin,  The  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-719)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH-100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  (Autographed  by  Walter  Breen)  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH-101) 
$75  (hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis  Jerry  Kimmell  (BK1-750)  $39.95  (spiral  bound) 

Pioneer  Western  Bank— First  of  Denver  Robert  S.  Pulcipher  (BPU-749)  $39.95 
(hrdbd) 

Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  the  U.S.  Donald  H.  Kagin  (BKA-709)  $29.95 
(hrdbd) 

Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director  Frank  A.  Leach  (BLE-100)  $9.95  (sftbd) 
Romance  of  Coin  Collecting,  The  Ed  Rochette  (BRO-721)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

Silver  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-204)  $149  (hrdbd) 

Standard  Catalogue  of  Encased  Postage  Stamps,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM- 
355)  $19.95  (sftbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
Strange  Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins:  A  Numismatic  Inquiry,  The  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-420)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  Don  Taxay  (BTA-774)  $35.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-511)  $12.95 
(sftbd) 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-307)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE- 
798)  $50.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

U.S.  Dimes,  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-304)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-135) 
$57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece,  The  Michael  Wescott  (BWE-705)  $14.95 
(sftbd) 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  19th-Century  Auction  Catalogues, 
Volume  One  John  W.  Adams  (BAD-721)  $125  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
303)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  Bruce  Fox  (BFO-107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  iBBR-764) 
$100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR-765) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Half  Cents,  1793-1857  (BBR-763)  $b0 .00 
(hrdbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM  422)  $4995  (deluxe  hrdbd) 
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se  our  discount  prices  to  start  or  to 
add  to  your  numismatic  library.  Nowhere 
else  in  the  hobby  of  coin  collecting  can  a 
dollar  spent  bring  you  so  much  pleasure 
and  so  much  information,  as  in  building  a  shelf  full 
of  interesting  books!  This  month  in  addition  to  our 
regular  discounts  on  all  titles,  I  have  put  together 
several  Extra  Special  Deals  to  save  you  even  more! 

It’s  Easy  to  Order!  Simply  have  your  Visa, 
MasterCard,  or  AMEX  card  ready,  give  us  a  list  of 
book  stock  numbers,  and  we’ll  do  the  rest!  Our 
friendly  sales  representative  will  compute  your 
total  discount,  net  price,  add  $3  postage  and  han¬ 
dling  if  your  order  totals  under  $300  net,  and  speed 
your  shipment  on  its  way  to  you! 

Or,  order  by  fax  or  mail:  Order  by  fax 
anytime  day  or  night,  using  your  credit  card;  our 
fax  number  is  1-603-569-5319.  Or,  order  by  mail 
using  your  personal  check  or  credit  card. 

EXTRA  SPECIAL  DEALS! 

Here  are  some  Extra  Special  Deals,  priced 
NET  (no  further  discount  after  the  HUGE  discount 
we  have  already  given  you!).  Quantities  are  lim¬ 
ited,  so  order  early.  Use  our  Book  Special  Numbers 
when  ordering: 

Book  Special  No.  101:  The  Coin  World 
Comprehensive  Catalogue  &  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Coins.  Softbound.  List  $19.95.  Special  NET:  $9.95. 

Book  Special  No.  102:  The  Coin  World 
Comprehensive  Catalogue  &  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
Coins.  Hardbound.  List  $35.00.  Special  NET :  $  1 7.50. 

Book  Special  No.  103:  Confessions  of  a 
Numismatic  Fanatic.  Hardbound.  List  $19.95.  Spe¬ 
cial  NET  $12.00. 

Book  Special  No.  104:  The  Coin  Dealer 
Newsletter:  A  Study  in  Rare  Coin  Price  Performance. 
Softbound.  List  $34.95.  Special  NET  $15.00. 

Book  Special  No.  105:  The  Coin  Dealer 
Newsletter:  A  Study  in  Rare  Coin  Price  Performance. 
Hardbound.  List  $49.95.  Special  NET  $22.00. 

Book  Special  No.  106:  Abe  Kosoff  Remem¬ 
bers.  Softbound.  List  $19.95.  Special  NET  $9.95. 

Book  Special  No.  107:  The  Comprehensive 
U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia,  by  John  Highfill. 
Hardbound.  List  $100.00.  Special  NET  $50.00. 

Book  Special  No.  108:  Comprehensive  Ency¬ 
clopedia  of  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  by  Van  Allen 
and  Mallis.  Sftbnd.  List  $49.95.  Special  NET  $32.50. 

Book  Special  No.  109:  Comprehensive  Ency¬ 


clopedia  of  Morgan  &  Peace  Dollars,  by  Leroy  Van 
Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis.  Hardbound.  List  $69.95. 
Special  NET  $45.50. 

Book  Special  No.  110:  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Over  2,000 
pages,  2  vol.,  hardbound.  Published  at  $149.00. 
Slightly  damaged  covers,  display  copies,  etc.,  but 
with  contents  “mint”  and  intact.  If  you  don’t  mind 
some  scuffing  or  bent  corners,  you’ll  save  a  lot! 
Only  a  few  dozen  available.  Special  NET  $75.00. 

Book  Special  No.  Ill:  Coinage  Laws  of  the 
United  States.  Preface  by  David  L.  Ganz.  Softbound. 
List  $9.95.  Special  NET  $5.00. 

Book  Special  No.  1 1 2 :  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian 
Cents,  by  Snow.  Hardbound.  List  $79.50.  Special 
NET  $50.00. 

Book  Special  No.  113:  Standard  Catalogue 
of  Encased  Postage  Stamps,  Hodder-Bowers. 
Softbound.  List  $19.95.  Special  NET  $8.50. 

Holiday  Book  “Library  Special” 

Looking  for  an  ideal  gift  to  start  your  son,  daugh¬ 
ter,  or  special  friend  in  the  world’s  greatest  hobby? 
Give  a  gift  that  offers  years  of  enjoyment,  knowledge, 
and,  quite  possibly,  the  passpct  to  a  new  dimension 
of  life.  Or,  treat  yourself  to  this  gift  of  gifts. 

This  Library  Special  is  offered  with  a  30-day 
money-back  guarantee.  Here  is  what  you  get: 

Library  Special  No.  201:  Q.  David  Bowers' 
The  History  of  United  States  Coinage,  a  beautiful 
deluxe  hardbound  book,  illustrated,  in  color,  with 
coins  from  the  fabulous  Garrett  collection.  Along 
with  this  $59.95  book,  we  will  send  you  a  certified 


(by  ANACS,  PCGS  or  NGC)  MS-63  Morgan  silver 
dollar  over  100  years  old,  date  of  our  choice.  It  will 
be  hand-picked  for  brilliance,  lustre,  and  quality 
with  a  value  of  approximately  $30.  As  if  this  were 
not  enough,  we  will  also  sign  you  up  for  a  full 
subscription  to  our  catalogues  and  periodicals  for 
one  year,  a  $79  value.  Total  value:  over  $160. 
Holiday  Special  NET  price:  $99.00. 

Dave’s  Silver  Dollar  Book 

Several  thousand  copies  of  Dave  Bowers’  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  have  been  shipped,  all  or¬ 
ders  have  been  filled,  and  now  letters  and  reviews 
have  been  pouring  in!  We’ll  reprint  some  of  these 
in  our  next  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Meanwhile,  as  we  go  to  press,  we  have  only  55 
copies  of  this  massive  two-volume,  2,192-page, 
hardbound  book  available,  and  these  will  probably 
be  all  SOLD  OUT  by  the  time  you  read  these  words. 
A  reprint  order  has  been  placed  with  our  printer, 
and  delivery  is  expected  in  January.  Order  now, 
and  your  2-volume  set  will  be  shipped  immediately 
when  we  receive  the  new  copies.  List  $149.00. 
Stock  No.  BBM-204.  With  your  20%  discount,  this 
pair  of  books  costs  you  just,  NET  $119.20  (plus  $7 
shipping  and  handling). 

Book  News 

New  Cherrypicker’s  Guide  to  Rare  Die 
Varieties:  We  are  now  working  on  an  updated 
and  enlarged  version  of  this  great  book  by  Bill  Fivaz 
and  J.T.  Stanton.  Includes  many  new  varieties  not 
in  previous  versions  of  the  book  with  many  photo¬ 
graphs  to  aid  you  in  your  search.  Page  count  and 
price  are  still  to  be  determined.  We  will  keep  you 
up-to-date  on  this  important  reprint. 

Pattern  book:  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  is  put¬ 
ting  the  finishing  touches  on  his  new  book  about 
United  States  pattern  coins.  We’ve  read  the  manu¬ 
script,  and  can  say  that  it  has  much  information 
never  before  available  in  a  single  printed  source, 
plus  thousands  of  price  and  rarity  quotations.  Within 
the  next  few  months  we  will  be  making  a  special 
pre-publication  offer.  Watch  for  it! 

Other  books  in  the  works:  A  set  of  four 
new  Numismatist’s  Companion  books  is  now  being 
prepared.  We’ve  already  seen  the  artwork  for  the 
first  two.  In  our  next  Rare  Coin  Review  we’ll  offer 
these  for  sale. 

Dave  Bowers  has  completed  the  text  for  a  CD- 
ROM  about  coins,  scheduled  to  be  “printed”  (or 
stamped  out,  or  however  they’re  made)  in  1994. 
More  information  will  be  published  as  soon  as  we 
have  a  price  and  schedule.  Meanwhile,  Dave  is  peck¬ 
ing  away  at  the  text  of  his  book  on  colonial  coins. 

GET  READY,  GET  SET,  GO! 

Check  through  the  following  pages  and  pick  out 
the  titles  that  interest  you  the  most.  Remember, 
you  get  a  10%  to  20%  discount  on  every  book  you 
buy!  And,  be  sure  to  check  the  Book  Specials  and 
Library  Specials  I  mentioned  earlier.  We  look  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 

Sincerely, 

Doug  Plasencia 

Publications  Department 
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United  States  Numismatic 
Literature,  Volume  I,  19th- 
Century  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  less  than  30  copies 
remain.  One  of  the  most  impressive  reference 
books  of  all  time,  the  author  has  studied  19th- 
century  dealers,  described  their  lives,  and 
listed  their  auction  catalogues.  271  pages, 
illustrated. 

*»  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAD-721)  Pub.  $125 
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Handbook 
of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

A  best-seller,  184  pages,  with  separate  pages 
devoted  to  each  issue.  Rarity  information  is 
given  in  several  degrees  of  Mint  State  preser¬ 
vation,  as  well  as  hints  and  additional  collect¬ 
ing  information,  illustrated.  Special  Offer: 
the  hardbound  version  at  the  softbound  price. 
•*  Hardbound  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


COMPREHENSIVE 

CATALOG  & 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

of  U  nited  States  Coins 


The  Coin  World  Comprehensive 
Catalog  &  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Coins 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

The  author  describes,  illustrates,  and  prices 
American  coinage  from  1652  to  the  present: 
colonial  and  early  state  coins;  all  early  inde¬ 
pendence  period  issues;  and  pattern  and  trial 
coinage;  among  others.  646  pages. 

•  Softbound  (BAL-100)  Pub.  $19.95 
»  Hardbound  (BAL-101)  Pub.  $35.00 
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Numismatic  Typographica 

By  William  Blades 

Limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  of  this  1883 
work  about  the  medallic  history  of  printing, 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  esoteric  specialties  in 
numismatics.  With  a  new  foreword  by  Henry 
Morris,  this  1991  reprint  offers  185  pages, 

24  full  pages  of  illustrations,  quality 
hardbound,  on  good  quality  paper. 
Hardbound  (BBL-853)  Pub.  $40.00 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 
This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a 
year-by-year  basis  and  goes  far  beyond  the 
Daniel  W.  Valentine  work  on  the  series.  A 
must  for  anyone  interested  in  this  series.  168 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

«*  Softbound  (BBL-105)  Pub.  $29.95 


Abe  Kosoff: 

Dean  of  Numismatics 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best  seller  traces  the  life  of  one  of  America’s 
most  successful  coin  dealers.  Here  is  the  suc¬ 
cess  story  second  to  none.  Founder  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  and  its  first 
president,  he  received  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award, 
the  highest  recognition  given  by  the  ANA.  An 
inspiration  to  anyone  aspiring  to  be  a  success 
in  the  hobby.  351  pages,  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BBM-164)  Pub.  $19.95 
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Adventures 
With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and 
investment  aspect  of  coins.  The  fabulous  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gold  Rush,  the  great  Treasury  release  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  in  1962,  the  coin  market 
over  the  years,  dos  and  don’ts  of  coin  invest¬ 
ment,  and  more.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed! 
306  pages,  illustrated. 

**  Hardbound  (BBM-125)  Pub.  $24.95 


Adventures  JP 
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The  American 
Numismatic  Association” 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of 
the  ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.  The  author 
analyzes  the  politics,  personalities,  and  trends 
that  shaped  America’s  premier  numismatic  as¬ 
sociation.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BAN-710)  Pub.  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide 
to  the  Rare  Coin 
Market  (2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  all  you  need  to 
know:  Buying  and  selling  coins  effectively; 
slabs  and  certified  coins,  pros  and  cons;  getting 
an  extra  value  for  your  money;  dealers  and 
dealing;  market  and  price  information,  using  it 
to  your  advantage;  secrets  of  successful  collect¬ 
ing  and  investing,  more.  372  pages. 

**  Softbound  (BBM-353)  Pub.  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Worth  its  weight  in  gold  to  anyone  interested 
in  American  gold  coins.  Describes  each  type 
from  1795  onward,  discusses  availability, 
and  includes  extensive  research  by  Dr. 
Richard  A.  Bagg.  122  pages,  illustrated. 
*  Softbound  (BBM-350)  Pub.  $12.95 
**  Hardbound  (BBM-351) 

Pub.  $19.95 


The  Coin 

Dealer  Newsletter: 

A  Study  In  Rare  Coin 
Price  Performance 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Gives  yearly  market  closing  prices,  1963  to 
1988.  A  vivid  record  of  the  market,  cycles  and 
changes  in  popularity  which  shaped  the  market 
over  the  past  30  years.  527  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-402)  Pub.  $34.95 
Hardbound  (BBM-403)  Pub.  $49.95 
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Coins  and  Collectors 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  was  first  published  in  1964,  and  has 
been  reprinted  several  times  since  then,  most 
recently  in  1988.  Here  is  a  book  which  de¬ 
lighted  an  earlier  generation  of  numismatists 
and  which  was  the  first  book  that  Dave  Bowers 
ever  wrote.  You’ll  enjoy  reading  about  numis¬ 
matic  history,  investment,  die  varieties,  and 
more!  Certainly  one  of  the  best-selling  numis¬ 
matic  books  of  all  time.  214  pages,  illustrated. 
«*  Softbound  (BBM-400)  Pub.  $9.95 
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Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 
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By  0  Davij 


Commemorative 

Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Full  of  facts,  figures,  and  information  about 
commemoratives  from  the  19th  century 
through  1991.  A  section  for  each  issue.  768 
pages,  illustrated. 

**  Softbound  (BBM-308)  Pub.  $39.95 
**  Hardbound  (BBM-308A)  Pub.  $49.95 
**  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  Pub.  $75 


The 

Compleat  Collector 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  monograph  contains  some  views,  often 
tongue-in-cheek,  on  coin  collecting — and  what 
makes  a  collector  compleat  (or  complete),  illus¬ 
trated  with  whimsical  drawings  from  Elli  Ford. 
This  monograph  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  serious 
work  but,  rather,  an  irreverent  observation  of 
some  aspects  of  what  many  consider  to  be  the 
world’s  greatest  hobby.  40  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-158)  Pub.  $4.95 


High 
Profits  • 


High  Profits 
From  Rare  Coin 
Investment  (13th  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  truly  great  book  combines  fascinating  text 
with  charts,  data,  etc.  This  volume  contains: 
Building  a  Portfolio;  “Slabbed”  and  Certified 
Coins;  Price  and  Market  Cycles;  Avoiding  Mis¬ 
takes;  Spotting  Sleepers;  Grading;  How  the 
Stock  Market  Affects  the  Coin  Market;  and 
much,  much  more!  Over  400  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (BBM-104)  $19.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection,  catalogued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25  million, 
this  volume  covers  all  series  from  colonials 
to  regular  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  This  book  will  be  the  foundation 
to  your  reference  library.  572  pages 
**  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-130) 

Pub.  $59.95 
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An  Inside  View 
of  the  Coin  Hobby 
In  Thel930s:  The 
Walter  P.  Nichols  File 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Contains  correspondence  from  the  private  files  of 
1930s  dealer  Walter  P.  Nichols.  A  wealth  of  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  hobby  during  these  formative  years. 
Scandals  and  controversies,  hopes  and  dreams, 
successes  and  failures.  144  pages,  illustrated. 

**  Softbound  (BBM-155)  Pub.  $14.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Enjoyable  reading  about  numismatics,  un¬ 
usual  aspects  of  the  hobby,  investment.  An 
anthology  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from 
past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  by  such 
authors  as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Dennis  Loring, 
Frank  M.  Todd,  Walter  Breen,  Bruce  Lorich, 
James  F.  Ruddy,  David  L.  Ganz,  and  even  one 
written  by  Mark  Twain.  224  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-200)  Pub.  $9.95 
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Save 

Money! 

Take  10%  ojf  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher’s 
prices  listed  here.) 


The  Numismatist’s 
Fireside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Within  the  covers  of  this  book  is  a  banquet  of 
numismatic  tales  by  well-known  authors,  in¬ 
cluding  Q.  David  Bowers,  Douglas  McDonald, 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper,  Cal  Wilson,  Bruce 
Lorich,  Paul  M.  Green,  Hans  Schulman,  and 
Louis  Eliasberg.  Articles  on  history,  collecting, 
investment,  rarities— you  name  it!  224  pages. 
Softbound  (BBM-201)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Numismatist’s 
Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Third  in  the  series  of  Companion  books.  An 
interesting  book,  packed  with  all  sorts  of  sto¬ 
ries  by  a  variety  of  well-known  authors,  includ¬ 
ing  Ed  Rochette,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Michael 
Wescott,  Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Frank 
Gasparro,  John  W.  Adams,  Michael  Hodder, 
J.G.  Macallister,  and  others.  224  pages. 
Softbound  (BBM-202)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Weekend  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wide  variety  of  articles  on  topics  ranging 
from  Vermont  coppers  to  historical  medals  to 
controversial  commemoratives.  Interspersed 
in  this  volume  are  Dave  Bower’s  “This  and 
That”  columns  made  up  of  news  and  notes 
from  all  over.  You  will  enjoy  this  book  whether 
you  read  one  article  at  a  time  or  the  whole 
volume.  224  pages. 

Softbound  (BBM-206)  Pub.  $9.95 
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Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes,  over  2,000  pages!  Offers  data  on 
mintages,  rarity,  grading  information,  buy¬ 
ing  tips,  and  prices.  Describes  every  silver 
dollar  issue  ever  minted,  from  early  dol¬ 
lars  through  modem  commems. 

>*  Hardbound  (BBM-204)  Pub.  $149.00 
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The  Strange 
Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins: 

A  Numismatic  Inquiry 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  investigation  into  the  life  of  Dr.  George  G. 

Wilkins,  who  is  numismatically  remembered 
for  counterstamping  coins,  but  remembered  in 
other  quarters  for  passing  counterfeit  money,  sell¬ 
ing  liquor  without  a  license,  and  peddling  patent 
medicine.  Fun  reading.  96  pages,  illustrated. 

**  Softbound  (BBM-420)  Pub.  $9.95 


United  States  Coins 
by  Design  Types: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on  sleepers,  unrecognized 
rarities,  good  buys,  plus  information  concern¬ 
ing  design,  distribution,  and  other  valuable 
facts.  Major  design  types  from  1793  to  date 
illustrated  and  completely  described,  256  pages. 
Softbound  (BBM-307)  Pub.  $9.95 
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United  States 
Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents,  and  two- 
cent  pieces  are  discussed  in  detail  and  all 
major  types  are  illustrated.  Why  is  it  rare? 
Why  is  it  priced  as  such?  Which  issues  are 
sleepers?  176  pages,  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BBM-302)  Pub.  $9.95 


United  States 
Dimes,  Quarters  and 
Half  Dollars:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  and 
gives  you  a  dealer’s  view  of  sleepers  you  can 
find,  and  many  different  things  to  watch  for 
when  buying  and  selling — an  “inside  view”  of 
these  denominations.  215  pages,  illustrated. 
»  Softbound  (BBM-304)  Pub.  $9.95 


United  States 
Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection,  which  the  author  cata¬ 
logued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4  million. 
Readable  and  informative.  All  you  want  to 
know  about  American  gold  coins.  How  they 
were  minted,  why  certain  issues  are  rare,  sto¬ 
ries  of  rarities,  and  so  on.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (BBM-135)  Pub.  $57.95 


Walter  Breen’s 

Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 

In  this  revised  edition,  the  author  details  Proof 
coin  manufacture,  characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  gives  a  wealth  of  other 
information  concerning  Proofs.  Year  by  year 
analysis.  Includes  detailed  discussions  of  Proof 
sets,  scarcities  and  rarities,  and  pedigrees  of 
classic  issues.  338  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
»  Softbound  (BBR-765)  Pub.  $29.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of 
United  States 


Half  Cents,  1793-1857 

This  superb  book,  with  photographs  by  Jack 
Collins,  contains  over  500  pages  of  half  cent 
lore,  with  at  least  a  full  page  or  more  devoted 
to  each  date  and  major  variety!  One  of  the  most 
impressive  specialized  books  on  U.S.  coinage 
ever  published !  500  pages,  includes  color  plates. 


*  Hardbound  (BBR-763)  Pub.  $60.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

The  author  gives  all  the  facts  concerning  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  quarters  from  the  first  issue  in  1 838 
to  the  last  in  1891.  Characteristics  of  striking, 
details  of  die  varieties,  rarity  in  various  grades, 
collecting  hints,  and  more — this  book  has  it  all. 
265  large-size  pages,  illustrated. 

->  Softbound  (BBR-800)  Pub.  $39.95 
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The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of 
the  United  States  1796-1838 

By  A.  W.  Browning 

This  reprint  of  the  definitive  book  in  the  series 
has  been  updated  and  revised  by  Walter  Breen 
and  Michael  Hodder.  Intensive  information 
about  die  varieties,  attributions,  and  auction 
records.  182  pages,  illustrated. 

**  Softbound  (BBR-811)  Pub.  $19.95 
•  Hardbound  (BBR-812)  Pub.  $29.95 


The  American 
Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

EditedbyCarlWA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  Includes 
studies  by  John  W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Walter  Breen,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Carl  WA 
Carlson,  Mrs.  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli,  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  Michael  Hodder,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Eric  P. 
Newman,  and  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III.  372  pages, 
illustrated. 

**  Hardbound  (BAN-711)  Pub.  $65 


United  States 
Three-cent  and  Five-Cent" 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  series.  Sleepers, 
stories  behind  rarities  such  as  the  fabulous 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and  the  unique 
1870-S  half  dime  are  recounted.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BBM-303)  Pub.  $9.95 


Virgil  Brand: 

The  Man  and 
His  Era,  Profile 
of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fasci¬ 
nating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926)  and  how  he  became  known 
as  “the  world’s  greatest  coin  collector.”  Truly 
delightful  reading!  248  pages,  illustrated. 

•*  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  Pub.  $29.00 


vl  \i;iTK  iihi  i  \  ' 

utMn  r  n 

kv:y<:i.oi,iih  v 

I  .A  (Mil  OlllMU 

CO  I  \J* 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


One  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  in 
numismatics!  Every  American  issue  from  the 
earliest  days  onward  is  discussed.  Virtually  a 
numismatic  library  all  in  one  book!  An  abso¬ 
lute  must  for  every  numismatic  library,  begin¬ 
ning  or  advanced!  754  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 


Money! 

Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher’s 


•  Hardbound  (BBR-764)  Pub.  $100.00 


prices  listed  here.) 


Fractional  Money 


By  Neil  Carothers 

First  published  in  1925,  this  reprinted  volume 
tells  about  “fractional  money” — the  author’s 
term  for  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  He 
details  various  issues,  telling  how  different 
metallic  and  other  changes  came  to  be,  interre¬ 
lating  numismatics  with  various  financial  con¬ 
ditions,  wars,  and  other  events.  One  of  the 
most  valuable  numismatic  reference  books  ever 
published.  392  pages. 

•  Softbound  (BCA-835)  Pub.  $19.95 


FRACTIONAL 

MONEY 

ahsiof*  of 

5MAU  CONS  ANT  FOACTONA. 


OF  rx  UM1EC  JV 


BV 

NEIL  CAROTHEPS 


Rtive.  62 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  96 


- I 

Till  COMPIJnt  OUIOI  TO 

WALKING 

LIBERTY 

HALF  DOLLARS 


GOLD  COINS*!? 
OF  THE  WORLD 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic.  Details 
colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins,  the 
history,  legislation  pertaining  to  them,  collect¬ 
ing,  comments,  etc.  A  must  for  your  library, 
even  if  you  do  not  collect  early  American 
coins.  This  reprint  edition  also  includes  mod¬ 
em  comments  by  Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages, 
illustrated. 

**  Hardbound  (BCR-271)  Pub.  $45.00 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Walking 
Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 

A  comprehensive  look  at  this  popular  modem 
series.  Features  complete  date  and  mintmark 
analysis,  grading  information,  rarity  rating  by 
date  and  grade,  pricing  guidelines,  population 
rankings  of  certified  coins,  and  the  history  of 
the  series.  154  pages,  with  280  photographs. 
**  Softbound  (BFO-107)  Pub.  $29.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  World 
From  Ancient  Times 
to  the  Present 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

New  revised  and  expanded  sixth  edition.  Con¬ 
tains  illustrations,  brief  descriptions,  and  prices 
of  gold  coins.  The  Friedberg  work  is,  of  course, 
the  classic  in  the  field — the  best  edition  yet. 
Hardbound,  extensively  illustrated,  723  pages. 
Hardbound  (BFR-902)  Pub.  $55.00 


Mint  Marks 


By  Augustus  G.  Heaton 

Reprinted  limited  edition  of  the  original,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1893.  This  book,  with  a  new  introduc¬ 
tion  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  references  ever  printed.  Originals 
sell  for  $100-$200  each!  Augustus  Heaton  pio¬ 
neered  the  way  to  mintmark  collecting,  listing 
various  “Causes  of  Attractiveness”  and  telling 
numismatists  why  they  should  collect  coins  of 
various  mints  in  addition  to  Philadelphia. 

**  Softbound  (BHE-950)  Pub.  $6.95 


The  Official  Identification 
and  Price  Guide  to  Minting 
Varieties  and  Errors 

By  Alan  Herbert 

This  guide  (in  its  fifth  edition)  answers  ques¬ 
tions  regarding  the  varieties  and  errors,  includ¬ 
ing  how  they  were  produced,  why  they  oc¬ 
curred,  how  to  tell  if  they  are  genuine,  and  how 
to  estimate  scarcity  and  rarity.  With  over  250 
photographs,  this  book  will  aid  you  in  the 
search  for  unusual  coins.  390  pages,  illustrated. 

*  Softbound  (BHE-770)  Pub.  $12.95 

An  Historical  Account 
of  American  Coinage 

By  John  H.  Hickcox 

Reprint  of  the  original,  first  published  in  1858. 
This  book  is  the  first  large-size  work  published 
in  America  and  devoted  exclusively  to  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics.  Furnishes  information  on 
colonial,  state,  and  early  coinage,  as  well  as 
coinage  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  through  1857. 
In  addition  to  153  pages  of  text,  five  illustra¬ 
tion  plates  are  incorporated. 

*  Softbound  (BHI-100)  Pub.  $9.95 


MINT 

MARKS 


MINTING 

VAKIKTIEN 

KHHOIIN 


THC  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
DIMES 


%  Brian  Gwk 


Save 


Coinage  Laws 
of  the  United  States 
1792-1894 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

This  volume,  originally  printed  in  1894,  con¬ 
tains  all  the  coinage  laws  leading  to  the 
creation  of  designs,  modifications  of  metal 
lie  standards,  establishment  of  branch 
mints,  etc.,  covering  one  of  the  most 
significant  times  in  the  history  of  numis 
matics.  With  new  foreword.  77  pages. 
Softbound  (BGA-100)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

This  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  popular  series  covering  is¬ 
sues  from  1837  through  1891.  No  collector  of 
dimes  should  be  without  a  copy.  192  pages, 
over  550  photographs. 

Softbound  (BGR-222)  Pub.  $36.95 


The  Comprehensive  U.S. 
Silver  Dollar  Encyclopedia 

By  John  W.  Highfill 

Containing  as  it  does  so  many  contributions 
from  so  many  different  authors,  this  book  will 
be  an  excellent  source  for  information  for 
anyone  interested  in  silver  dollars,  particu¬ 
larly  those  of  the  Morgan  and  Peace  types. 
1,240  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

»  Hardbound  (BHI-127)  Pub.  $100.00 


A  Basic  Guide 
to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins 
with  complete  and  concise  information  re¬ 
garding  all  silver  and  gold  issues,  from  the  1 848 
CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the  modem  1991  issues. 
An  essential  quick  reference  guide  for  the  com¬ 
memorative  collector.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
•  Softbound  (BBM-309)  Pub.  $9.95 
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How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins 

By  James  L.  Halperin 

The  author  has  studied  in  detail  Uncirculated 
and  Proof  coins,  particularly  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  but  other  popular  design  types  as  well, 
and  in  this  extensively  illustrated  volume  gives 
pointers  on  how  to  differentiate  various  grades. 
Between  the  two  covers  you’ll  find  much  use¬ 
ful  information.  167  pages,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated. 

»  Softbound  (BHA-700)  Pub.  $14.95 


Money! 

Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher’s 
prices  listed  here.) 


The  Norweb 
Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 


By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  how  it 
was  formed  over  several  generations,  from 
Liberty  Holden  in  the  19th  century,  to  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.  in  our  own  time.  Dozens  of  full- 
page  plates  of  prize  American  coins.  288  pages, 
illustrated. 

**  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-145)  Pub.  $29.95 
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The  Standard 
Catalogue  of 
Encased  Postage  Stamps 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
Dozens  of  different  varieties  are  described,  and 
accompanying  each  description  is  historical 
text,  rarity  ratings,  and  catalogue  prices.  Fore¬ 
word  by  Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  with  appreciations 
by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  192 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BBM-355)  Pub.  $19.95 
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Medals  of  the  United  States 
Mint — The  First  Century, 
1792-1892 

By  Robert  W.  Julian 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  this 
condensed,  large-format  book  is  a  gold  mine  to 
anyone  interested  in  medals  produced  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  Contains  abundant  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  production  quantities,  rari¬ 
ties,  designers,  and  the  like.  Highly  recom¬ 
mended.  475  pages,  illustrated. 

•  Hardbound  (BJU-788)  Pub.  $35.00 


1 

Private  Gold  Coins 
and  Patterns  of 
the  United  States 

By  Donald  H.  Kagin 

The  “last  word”  on  the  subject  of  territorial 
gold  coins,  privately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots, 
and  bars.  This  book  is  crammed  with  history, 
romance,  numismatic  facts,  and  more!  406 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

«*  Hardbound  (BKA-709)  Pub.  $29.95 


Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

By  Jerry  Kimmell 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  this  valuable  study 
have  been  printed.  For  the  collector  or  re¬ 
searcher  in  the  field  of  territorial  gold  coins, 
this  study  forms  a  very  valuable  key  to  prices 
over  the  years  and  the  number  of  times  a 
given  variety  has  crossed  the  auction  block. 
Highly  recommended!  138  pages,  coins 
illustrated  in  color  on  cover. 

«•  Spiral  bound  (BKI-750) 

Pub.  $39.95 
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Abe  Kosoff  Remembers 

By  Abe  Kosoff 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer’s  remi¬ 
niscences.  Chock  full  of  anecdotes  and 
stories.  Fascinating  reading.  392  pages 
illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BKO-703)  Pub.  $19.95 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete 

Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 

The  most  comprehensive  study  of  the  Buffalo 
nickel  ever  published!  This  new  reference 
work  includes  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
history  of  the  series,  pattern  and  trial  pieces, 
Proof  and  specimen  coins,  error  coins,  grading 
and  rarity  information,  and  date  and  mint 
analysis  of  all  known  varieties.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

•  Softbound  (BLA-106)  Pub.  $24.95 
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Save 

Money! 

Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher's 
prices  listed  here.) 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues  from  1892  to 
1916,  with  a  page  or  more  given  to  each  date 
and  mintmark.  A  great  guide  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  series.  Pricing,  rarity,  grading  — 
it’s  all  here! 

«*  Softbound  (BLA-101)  Pub.  $23.95 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

Barber  half  dollars  discussed  on  a  date-by-date 
basis,  illustrating  each  issue,  rating  its  rarity, 
giving  its  price  in  three  different  year  categories, 
and  adding  comments  concerning  strike,  lustre, 
and  other  considerations.  Handy  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  the  series  and  recommended  in  this 
regard.  112  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

*  Softbound  (BLA-102)  Pub.  $24.95 

*  Hardbound  (BLA-102A)  Pub.  $44.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

Background  information  concerning  1892-1916 
is  given,  then  a  page  is  devoted  to  each  date 
and  mintmark  variety,  with  rarity,  die  variety, 
and  other  information  concerning  each.  101 
pages,  illustrated  with  detailed  drawings  and 
photographs. 

»  Softbound  (BLA-100)  Pub.  $19.95 


Recollections 
of  a  Mint  Director 

By  Frank  A.  Leach 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  divulges  the  memoirs  of  Frank  A.  Leach, 
superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from 
1897  to  1907.  You’ll  go  behind  the  scenes  at 
the  mint  and  read  fascinating  information 
not  readily  available  elsewhere.  Originally 
published  in  1917.  Highly  recommended. 
136  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BLE-100)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Error 
Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the  best-known  ex¬ 
perts  in  the  field  of  error  coins,  discusses 
everything  to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors — including  the  minting  process,  how 
coins  are  struck,  how  mint  errors  are  produced, 
different  types  of  mint  errors,  etc.  Every  collec¬ 
tor  should  have  one.  370  pages,  illustrated. 

•*  Softbound  (BMA-760)  Pub.  $21.95 


Catalogue  of  the  Louis 
Helfenstein  Collection  of 
Large  Cents 

By  Lester  Merkin 

The  Helfenstein  Collection,  expertly  catalogued 
and  including  many  superb  coins,  caused  a 
sensation  when  sold  by  Lester  Merkin  in  Au¬ 
gust  1 964  and  shattered  just  about  every  price 
record  in  existence!  Included  is  a  list  of  prices 
realized.  Just  a  few  copies  remain! 

»  Softbound  (BME-750)  Pub.  $25.00 
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United  States 
Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
Reprint  of  this  classic  work.  The  standard 
reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  illustrated. 

**  Hardbound  (BNE-798)  Pub.  $50.00 


The  Eagle 
That  Is  Forgotten 


By  Dr.  Joel  Orosz 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P.  Newman, 
tells  the  story  of  a  pioneer  American  collector 
who  formed  his  cabinet  during  the  18th  century 
and  who  was  involved  in  many  other  collecting 
and  intellectual  pursuits.  This  volume  will  shed 
new  light  on  the  early  days  of  coin  collecting  in 
America.  75  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound  (BOR-500)  Pub.  $9.95 
*  Hardbound  (BOR-501)  Pub.  $19.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

This  is  the  classic  guide  to  attributing  pieces  in 
this  series.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  in¬ 
clude  new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two  di¬ 
ameters.  New  sections  and  information  in¬ 
clude  data  on  Condition  Census,  pictorial  grad¬ 
ing,  design  types,  and  much  more.  710  pages. 
Hardbound  (BOV-lOO)  Pub.  $59.95 


Confessions  of  a 
Numismatic  Fanatic 

By  Frank  S.  Robinson 

This  book  by  Frank  Robinson — a  long-term, 
knowledgeable  observer  of  the  numismatic 
scene — gives  many  great  tips  about  how  to  buy 
and  sell  coins  profitably.  Worth  its  weight  in 
gold  if  you  read  it  and  make  use  of  it!  Lots  of 
old-fashioned,  valuable  information.  Over  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound  (BRO-710)  Pub.  $19.95 


Making  Money 

By  Ed  Rochette 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by  one  of 
American’s  best-known  numismatic  writers.  In 
this  volume,  Ed  Rochette  regales  the  reader 
with  many  fascinating  stories  of  counterfeit¬ 
ers,  issuers  of  phony  numismatic  pieces,  im¬ 
postors,  and  the  like.  Definitely  worth  hav¬ 
ing — a  volume  you  can  curl  up  and  spend  an 
evening  reading!  150  pages,  illustrated. 

»  Softbound  (BRO-720)  Pub.  $9.95 


The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin 

By  Ed  Rochette 
(Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter) 

A  delightful  compendium  of  short  stories  asso¬ 
ciated  with  coining  and  minting  around  the 
world.  Fascinating  reading  about  coins  of  the 
American  West,  numismatic  personalities,  pa¬ 
per  money,  organizations,  and  other  timely 
topics.  Entertaining  and  educational — a  de¬ 
lightful  and,  in  the  field  of  coin  books,  rare 
combination.  200  pages,  illustrated. 

»  Softbound  (BRO-719)  Pub.  $9.95 
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The  Pioneer  Western 
Bank— First  of  Denver 
1860-1980 

By  Robert  S.  Pulcipher 
The  author  tells  the  story  of  one  of  the  West1  s 
most  famous  banks.  It  contains  a  wealth  of 
information  concerning  early  checks,  financial 
documents,  banking  practices,  etc.  (Illustrated 
with  color  pictures  of  the  people  involved  in  this 
early  firm!)  220  pages,  color  illustrated. 

•»  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BPU-749) 

Pub.  $39.95 


Save 


The  Romance 
of  Coin  Collecting 

By  Ed  Rochette 

The  author,  president  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  and  one  of  the  most  popular 
coin  writers  of  all  times,  has  written  several 
dozen  fascinating  stories  about  the  back¬ 
ground  of  certain  coins,  tokens,  medals, 
and  paper  money  issues.  A  delightful 
book — pure  numismatic  entertainment! 
184  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

»  Softbound  (BRO-721)  Pub.  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and, 
presto,  it’s  graded!  Designated  as  an 
official  grading  guide  bytheANAinl972. 
All  series  are  covered  from  half  cents 
through  double  eagles.  Also  contains  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  cleaning  coins,  preserving  them, 
how  to  recognize  Matte  Proofs,  and  other  data. 
Essential.  208  pages,  illustrated. 

**  18th  Edition,  Softbound  (BRU-414) 

Pub.  $9.95 


Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins 

By  Donn  Pearlman 

The  author,  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of 
Governors,  CBS  radio  broadcasting  personal¬ 
ity,  and  long-time  numismatist,  gives  observa¬ 
tions  and  advice  about  buying  rare  coins.  Filled 
with  fascinating  information  and  stories 
about  the  most  recommended  coin  and 
currency  items.  Contains  a  large  refer¬ 
ence  section  for  more  specific  informa¬ 
tion.  197  pages,  illustrated. 

*  Softbound  (BPE-100)  Pub.  $8.95 


The 

United  States 
Clad  Coinage 


By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins, 
and  gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates.  The  book  also  includes  data  on  clad 
coins  in  circulation  and  collections,  as  well  as 
a  selection  of  readings  pertaining  to  the  sub¬ 
ject.  174  pages,  illustrated. 

»  Softbound  (BRA-511)  Pub.  $12.95 


Money! 

Take  10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher’s 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

By  Russell  Rulau 

This  is  the  fourth  edition  of  this  classic  refer¬ 
ence  work,  first  published  in  1899  by  Lyman 
H.  Low,  and  updated  by  Russell  Ralau.  An 
excellent  study  of  Hard  Times  tokens,  issued 
circa  1832-1844 — one  of  the  most  fascinat¬ 
ing  series  in  American  numismatics! 

»  Softbound  (BRU-723)  Pub.  $14.95 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon.  Over  60  photographs  of 
large  cents,  with  plates  of  12  new  varieties 
discovered  since  1965.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
Our  supplier  had  a  couple  dozen  copies 
autographed  in  ink  at  the  1990  ANA  Convention 
by  Walter  Breen,  a  co-author  of  the  book. 

-  Hardbound  (BSH-100)  Pub.  $50.00 
•»  Autographed  Hardbound  (BSH-101) 

Pub.  $75.00 


Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents 


The  United  States 
Nickel  Five-Cent  Piece: 
A  Date-By-Date  Analysis 
and  History 


By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of  the  nickel  five-cent 
piece  ever  published.  Walter  Breen  writes  in  the 
introduction,  “Michael  Wescott  taught  me  facts 
about  nickels  I  hadn’t  known  even  after  30  years 
of  studying  this  series.”  Illustrated.  192  pages. 
•*  Softbound  (BWE-705)  Pub.  $14.95 


Charlotte 
Mint  Gold  Coins 


By  Richard  Snow 
(edited  by  Chris  Pilliod) 

This  long  overdue  book  on  a  very  popular 
series  contains  more  information  than  you 
ever  dreamed  existed  about  Indian  cents.  It 
aids  in  the  identification  of  repunched  dates, 
some  rare  overdates  and  other  items.  An  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  for  the  thousands  of  numisma¬ 
tists  who  like  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 
•  Hardbound  (BSN-725)  Pub.  $79.50 


Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 
A  new  printing  of  this  classic  work  on  Ameri¬ 
can  commemoratives.  Detailed  information 
on  commemorative  coins  from  1892  to  date, 
plus  much  other  useful  data.  386  pages. 

•  Softbound  (BSW-742)  Pub.  $29.95 


By  Douglas  Winter 

This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Charlotte 
Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rar¬ 
ity,  and  numerous  other  factors.  A  standard 
reference  in  the  field.  Highly  acclaimed.  140 
pages,  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BWI-812)  Pub.  $14.95 


New  Orleans 
Mint  Gold  Coins 


By  Douglas  Winter 

The  second  of  Douglas  Winter’s  books,  this  one 
focusing  on  the  New  Orleans  Mint  and  the  gold 
coins  struck  there.  Includes  characteristics  of 
each  issue,  by-grade  rarity  ratings,  Condition 
Census  listings  and  much  more.  Over  200 
pages,  illustrated. 

•»  Softbound  (BWI-814)  Pub.  $19.95 
•*  Hardbound  (BWI-815)  Pub.  $31.95 
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U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 

By  Don  Taxay 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the  five 
most  valuable  books  ever  produced  on  the 
subject  of  U.S.  coinage,  and  this  was  one  of 
them!  Discusses  in  detail  the  operations  of  the 
U.S.  Mint  from  the  earliest  days  onward. 
Over  400  pages,  illustrated. 

•  Hardbound  (BTA-774)  Pub.  $35.00 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

The  only  current  and  comprehensive 
collector’s  guide  to  the  Lincoln  cent. 
Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on 
every  coin  in  the  series — including  13  pages 
devoted  to  1943  copper  cents  alone!  Includes 
historic  information,  recent  auction  sales  fig¬ 
ures,  and  population  data  for  Mint  State  and 
Proof  coins.  Over  300  pages,  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BTA-404)  Pub.  $19.95 


The  Moxie 
Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old-time 
photos  of  soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and  fairs,  if 
you  want  to  read  one  of  the  greatest  success 
stories  in  business — then  this  book,  about  a 
soft  drink  that  once  outsold  Coca-Cola,  is 
a  must.  The  book  will  provide  several 
evenings  of  delightful  reading!  760 
pages,  softbound.  Second  printing! 

•*  Softbound  (BBM-809)  Pub.  $19.95 


Nickelodeon  Theatres 
and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  tells  all  about  the  ornately 
fronted  theatres  of  the  1900-1915  years, 
plus  hundreds  of  illustrations  of  early  film 
stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  A  great  book  for 
those  interested  in  American  history  and  nos¬ 
talgia!  212  pages. 

••Softbound  (BBM-821)  Pub.  $19.95 
*»  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-822)  Pub.  $24.95 
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Comprehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  &  A.  George  Mallis 
Out  of  print  since  1981,  this  revised  work  is 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most  important 
numismatic  references  ever.  With  sections  on 
the  background  of  silver  dollar  coinage,  the 
book  concludes  with  “Working  With  The 
Coins.”  520  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

•  Softbound  (BVA-707)  Pub.  $49.95 

•  Hardbound  (BVA-708)  Pub.  $69.95 


Money! 

Take  . 10%  off  all 
book  orders  up  to 
$100;  take  20%  off 
all  book  orders 
over  $100! 

(Off  publisher's 
prices  listed  here.) 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the 
mid  1800s,  takes  the  reader  back  to  the  days 
when  hydropathy  (water  cure)  was  practiced 
all  over  the  U.S.  Focusing  on  the  history  of  one 
establishment  in  rural  Maine,  Q.  David  Bowers 
discusses  the  history  of  the  water  cure  while 
also  painting  a  picture  of  life  there.  Only  650 
copies.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

*•  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-422)  Pub.  $49.95 
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The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  and  its  successor,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Each 
catalogue  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

■*  GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES  (1979-1981) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher 
doubloons,  colonial  coins,  U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items— which  crossed 
the  auction  block  for  $25  million! 

•  CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON  SHELDON 
COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00.  Two  great  old-time 
collections. 

•  GEORGE  D.  HATTE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-518) 
$8.00.  Featuring  a  superb  collection. 

»  MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
521)  $8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories,  plus  other 
specialties. 

»  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-525) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  A  classic  sale! 

•  VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-541) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Includes  many 
rarities,  especially  in  the  gold  series.  Classic! 

**  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT  W.  NESS 
(1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe,  past 
president  of  the  ANA,  and  Everett  W.  Ness. 


»  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  (1984)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-535)  $8.00.  Containing  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold  and  much 
more! 

■*  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON  AND  RICH¬ 
ARD  L.  COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00.  Packed  with 
rarities  from  the  collection  of  Admiral  Oscar  Dodson. 


•  the  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-599) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00.  Many  different 
U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and  colonials. 

*■  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-605) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00.  Offered  are 
colonials,  half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  $20  pieces,  and  more. 

••THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock No.  BBM-591)  $8.00. Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-592)  $25.00.  Included  is  the  1834  King  of  Siam 
Proof  set,  containing  a  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar. 

»  THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-594)  $25.00. 

Many  desirable  U.S.  coins  from  colonials  to  gold. 

■*  THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-595)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00.  With 
important  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4,  early  gold,  rare  U.S.  patterns,  and 
Washington  pieces. 

**  THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-597)  $10.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $25.00.  The  most  valuable 
collection  of  world  gold  ever! 

*  THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-601)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00. 

Patterns,  Proofs,  a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper  money. 

«*  THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  8t  GLENN  SMEDLEY  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-604) 
$25.00.  Two  important  collections  of  rare  U.S.  patterns,  commemoratives,  gold 
coins,  and  other  numismatic  specialties. 

«*  THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
607)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00.  An  impor¬ 
tant  offering  of  Proof  coins,  rare  gold,  large  cents,  etc. 


»•  THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-550) 
$8.00.  From  the  Emery  and  Nichols  collections,  hidden  in  a  bank  vault  for 
decades. 

*  THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-551) 
$8.00.  Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money. 

**  THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (StockNo.  BBM-553) 
$8.00.  Features  United  States  and  world  coins,  patterns,  and  paper  money. 

»  THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-558) 
$8.00.  Features  a  1796  quarter  dollar,  many  rare  issues! 

RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-560)  $8.00.  From  the  estate  of  one  of  America’s  most  respected  dealers, 
Abe  Kosoff.  A  treasure  trove  of  rarities. 

•  HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562)  $6.00.  A 

slim  catalogue  offering  137  specimens  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative 
half  dollar. 
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•  THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
609)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00.  Many 
important  U.S.  rarities  and  world  coins. 

•  FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-611) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00.  Offered  are  U.S. 
rarities,  Hard  Times  tokens,  Civil  War  tokens  and  store  cards  and  world  coins! 
»  THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-613)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00.  A  wonderful 
selection  including  early  U.S.  gold  coins  and  1794- 1803  silver  dollars. 

<*  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE  1989  ANA 
CONVENTION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-616)  $25.00.  A  veritable  smorgasbord  of  U.S. 
and  world  rarities. 

•  THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
617)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00.  One  of  the 

most  significent  offerings  of  Canadian  coins  ever. 


For  Sale! 


Classic  Research 
Works!* 

Each  of  the 
catalogues  for  sale 
here  is  a  treasure 
trove  of  valuable 
numismatic  research- 
and  interesting 
reading,  too! 


•  THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-564)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  U.S.  coins,  tokens, 
encased  postage  stamps,  colonials,  paper  money,  and  ancient  coins. 

•  THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00. 

U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins,  commems,  and  silver  dollars. 

•  THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986)  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00.  This  catalogue  features 
Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens,  so-called  dollars,  and  other  Ameri¬ 
cana. 


»  THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-574) 
$25.00.  The  collection  ever  of  inaugural  medals,  Assay  Commission 
medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

»  THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
575)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A  superb 
offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry  Einstein. 

*  THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES  W.  INGLE 
COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-578)  $25.00.  Emphasizes  early  American  coins. 

•  THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY  E. 
SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00.  A  huge  collection  of  world  coins 
and  U.S.  coins. 


*  THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-581) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM-582)  $25.00.  Primarily  of  U.S. 
coins. 


»  THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-586) 
$25.00.  An  interesting  sale  from  the  reference  collection  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

•  THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-589) 
$15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM-590)  $50.00.  A  treasure  trove 
of  numismatic  information,  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  rarity-laden 
catalogues  ever! 


»  THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-619)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  A  varied  offering  of 
American  coins,  from  New  Jersey  coppers  to  a  High  Relief  MCMVII  double 
eagle. 

•  THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS  IRVING 
LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $49.00  Two  important  collections  featuring 
gems  from  the  Norweb,  Garrett,  and  Eliasberg  collections. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER  COLLEC¬ 
TIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $49.00  Superb  U.S.  coins,  Hard  Times  tokens, 
colonials,  paper  money,  and  Canadian  coins. 

•  THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-625) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-626)  $49.00.  Superb 
coins  from  an  old-time  holding. 

**  THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
627)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-628)  $49.00.  A  diverse 
sale  with  important  pieces  to  be  found  in  virtually  all  series! 

*  THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-631) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-632)  $49.00.  A  strong  sale 
which  features  an  old-time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790  on. 

•  THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-633)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-634)  $49.00. 
Features  a  specialty  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double  eagles. 

•»  THE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
635)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-636)  $49.00.  Highlighted 
by  an  vast  collection  of  ancient  Roman  coins. 

»  THE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION  (1991)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-637)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-638)  $99.00.  A 

diverse,  comprehensive  auction;  a  once  in  a  century  opportunity. 

»  THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-640)  $49.00.  Features  collections  of  Canadian 
coins,  colonial  and  state  coins,  and  numismatic  Americana. 
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WE’LL  DO  THE  WORK. 

you  get  the  rewards! 


>  • Take  advantage  of  our  newly 
expanded  Want  Jfst  Service! 

ake  advantage  of  our  Want 
List  Service,  designed  to 
fit  your  personal 

W  numismatic  needs.  By 

becoming  a  member  of  our 
Want  List  Service,  you  can  be 
right  in  the  center  of  the  best  buys  in  America! 

Your  friendly  account  representative  will  be 
your  eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention  bourse 
floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collections  come 
through  our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to 
dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  prices  that  will  be  good 
value  for  you. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

1)  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  organization  has  been  one  of  the 
most  reputable,  longest-established,  and 
financially  secure  coin  companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 


For  information,  call  toll-free 

1  -800-222-5993 

Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Attn:  Want  List  *  Box  1224  *  Wolfeboro  NH  03894 


quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in  combina¬ 
tion  with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS,  each  is 
priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  We  promise 
that  you  will  like  the  beautiful  coins  you  receive 
from  us!  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
from  us  comes  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

3)  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  enjoy 
providing  the  best  in  personal  service.  Each  of 
our  clients  becomes  an  important  member  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  “family”  of  coin  buyers. 

I  invite  you  to  send  me  a  list  of  the  important, 
hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price 
range  of  $250  up  to  any  higher  amount. 

Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the 
coins  you  need.  Please  fill  it  out  as  completely  as 
you  would  like  to,  and  send  it  to  me. 

I  will  immediately  begin  searching  for  the  coins 
you  specify! 

I  really  look  forward  to  helping  you! 


f  /  Gail  Watson 

Direct  Sales  Department 


Terms  of  Sale 


OAny  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at 
800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regular  line 
603-569-5095. 

An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or 
use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  infor¬ 
mation  in  raised  print  on  your  card,  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order) .  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these 
will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type"  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same  design 
type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all 
orders  under  $300.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through 
our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

©Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on 
unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  V2%  per  month  (18% 
per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for 
further  details.) 

O  Overnight  delivery  is  available  as  a  special  service  for 
established  customers.  For  $  10  extra,  coins  will  be  shipped 
overnight  express  to  your  street  address  (sorry,  not  box 
numbers)  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping.  Please 
request  this  when  ordering. 

GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  rea¬ 
son,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days 
of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc. 
na  ve  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [71  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion 
coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  or  coins  for  which  the 
price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members 
are  members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 
American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic 
organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Others  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profes¬ 
sion  for  many  years. 

All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national 
and  regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or 
mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  perfor¬ 
mance  or  quality  of  any  coin  or  its  price  in  the  future, 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  More¬ 
over,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of 
time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 


Market 


All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New 
Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County 
and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 


€5^X1118  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and 
f  I  special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid 
^  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any 
errors  which  may  occur. 


Staff 

♦  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review  — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

♦  President  —  Raymond  N.  Merena 

♦  Direct  Sales  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic 
Associate;  Lynne  R.  Currotto,  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 

♦  Auction  Dept.  —  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director;  Andrew  W. 
Pollock,  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen,  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris  Karstedt 

♦  Research  Dept.  —  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III,  Frank  Van  Valen 

♦  Graphics  Dept.  —  Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Douglas  Santaniello, 
Art  Director;  Robin  Edgerly  Boggs,  Kristen  Aiton  Muldoon,  Roberta 
French,  Linda  A.  Heilig,  Cathy  Dumont,  Manager,  Photography 
Department 

♦  Administration  —  John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Lisa  Simons,  Elizabeth  Mann,  Carolyn  Craigue. 
Tricia  Toepper,  Maggie  Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau 

♦  Publications  Dept.  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager,  Mary  Tocci 

♦  Accounting  Department  Donald  H.  Snyder,  CPA.  Con¬ 
troller;  Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Pat  Dumas.  Diane  Diamond 
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COINS 


Quantity 

Denom. 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

Total  coin  order 

Quantity 

SPECIALS: 

Total  Special  Price 

Special  Offer  #1  (CC  Morgan  Dollars)  $1,095 

Special  Offer  #2  (Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars)  $2,695 

Special  Offer  #3  (Commems)  #l-$732/#2-$l,289 

Special  Offer  #4  ( Peace  $)  Coin-$65/Book  &  Coin-$100 

Special  Book  Offers:  Offer  No.  Price 

Total  specials  order 

NH 

■wcmim. 

Quantity 

Stock  No. 

Title 

Price 

1 

RCR  Only  Subscription 

□  $19.00 

1 

Domestic  Subscription:  Our  best  value! 

□  $79.00 

1 

Canada  &  Mexico:  via  First  Class  Mail 

□  $135.00 

1 

Foreign  Subscriptions:  via  Air  Mail 

□  $185.00 

Total  book/subscription  order 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail  or  airmail; 

books  and  supplies  under  separate  cover  by  special  book 
rate.  If  you  wish  this  type  of  delivery  (and  your  order  is 
under  $300),  please  check  the  $3  box  in  the  order  form. 
(We  pay  postage  for  standard  delivery  orders  over  $300.) 
We  also  offer  overnight  delivery  to  established  clients. 
If  you  prefer  this  service,  just  check  the  $  10  box  in  the 
order  form.  Mail  your  order  to:  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


SUBTOTAL 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

Overnight  coin  delivery 

□  $3.00 

□  $10.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

Please  print  the  following: 
Name: 


Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 
Telephone: 

Customer  #: 


Payment: 

□  Personal  or  bank  check 

□  MasterCard  □  Visa 

□  American  Express 

For  the  items  advertised  in  this  issue  of: 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  96 

Card  # 

Exp,  date 


Signature 


HUE 


Please  send  me  free  information 
about  the  following  services  offered 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

□  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

□  Commemorative  Coin  Club 

□  Want  List  Program 


FOR  INSTANT  SERVICE 


TOLlrFREE:  (800)  222-5993 
IX  NH:  (603)  569-5095 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
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^2  Fill  Out  Order  Form  On  Other  Side 


